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From the LArix into ExOLIsRH, 
AND | 


laſtrated with above Fifty curious Cvrs, De- 
ſigned, Drawn and Etched by Hans Hol- 
BEIN'S, with his Fortrait, and Ex Asus Ke 


T6 which? 18 added, | | 2 5 4 


In Account of all the on painted by 
menen ? 


WITH 


ERASMUSs Is TEE 


App Ess“ D TO 
ir T HOM AS M O OR. 5 
== — — | 
LONDON: :* 
inted for and Sold by GeorGE BICKHA u, in 
May's Buildings, Covert-Garden, who ſells the 


original Cuts a.. Book bound. 
Cuts colour d 194. h ba, | | 
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XX KN my lads travels from Italy 
61 9. into England, that I might 
not trifle away my time in 
N the rehearſal of old wive 
ables, I thought it more pertinent o 
ploy my thoughts im reflecting up- 
n ſome paſt ſtudies, or calling to re-- 
nembrance ſeveral of thoſe highly 
zarned, as well as ſmartly ingenious, | 
iends Thad here left behind, among 
hom you (dear Six) were repre- 
ented as the chief; whoſe memory, 


A 2 While 


— v9 . 


ExasMus's Epiſtle to 


th iv 
while abſent at this diſtance, I reſpe& 
with no leis a complacency 1 
was wont while preſent to enjoy your 
more intimate converſation, which 


nor 
ple: 
er! 
crit 


laſt afforded me the greateſt ſatisfac- 


tion I could poſſibly hope for. Ha- 
ving therefore reſolved to be a doing, 
and deeming that time improper for 
any ſerious concerns, I thought good 
to divert myſelf with drawing up a 
panegyrick upon Polly. How! 
what maggot (ſay you) put this in 
your head? why, the firſt hint, Sir, 
was your own ſirname of Moor, 
which comes as near the litera] ſound 


do 
mu 
her 
dib 
tem 
ye JU 
pan 
not 
eſſa 
but 


of the * word, as you yourſelf are an 
dliſtant from the fi ignification of it, ak 
and that in all mens judgments is 
vaſtly wide. In the next place I ſup- 46g 
poſed that this kind of ſporting wit of 
would be by you more eſpecially ac- 3 
cepted of, by you, Sir, that are wont * 
with this ſort of jocoſe raillery (ſuch 5 
as, if I miſtake not, is neither dull 5 


* Moeig. 


nor 


Var 


Sir THoMas Mook. 
nor impertinent,) to be mightily 
pleaſed, and in your ordinary con- 
erſe to approve yourſelf a Demo- 
critus junior: for truly, as you 
do from a ſingular vein of wit very 
much diſſent from the common 
herd of mankind ; ſo by an incre- 
dible affability and pliableneſs of 
temper you have the art of ſuiting. 
your humour with all forts of com- 
panies. I hope therefore you wilt. 


eſſay as a token from your friend, 
but take it under your more imme- 


yours, rather than to be fathered as 
my own. And it is a chance if there 
be wanting ſome quarelſome perſons. 
that will ſhew their teeth, and pre- 


foon- like for a grave divine, or too 
ſatyrical for a meek chriſtian, and ſb 


vamping up ſome old farce, or acted 


2 


diate protection, as being dedicated 
to you, and by that title adopted for 
tend theſe fooleries are either too buf- 


will exclaim againſt me as if I were 


A3 ane- 


C 


not only readily accept of this rude” 


9 Me Rs 


VL Ex asus Epifile i to 

anew the Lucian again with a peeviſh 
inarling at all things. But thoſe who 
are offended at the lightneſs and pe- 
dantry of this ſubject, I would have 
them conſider that I do not ſet my- 
ſelf for the firſt example of this kind, 
but that the ſame has been oft dene 
by many conſiderable authors. For 
thus ſeveral ages ſince Homer wrote 
of no more weighty a ſubject than of 

a war between the frogs and mice, i 


Virgil of a gnat and a pudding-cake, nay 
and Ovid of a nut. Polycrates com- Who 
mended the cruelty of Buſiris, and Me ſ 
Lorrates, that corrects him for this, Miſord! 
did as much for the injuſtice of Glau- MWſeax 
cus. Favorinus extolled T herſites, mot 
and wrote in praiſe of a quartane hi 
ague. Synecius pleaded in behalf dei 
of baldneſs: and Lucian defended rich 
a ſipping-fly. Seneca drollingly re- Won 
lated the deifying, of Claudius; Plu- Hef 
tach the dialogue betwixt Gryllus inv 
and Ulyſſes; Lucian and Apuleius * 
* 


the ſtory of an aſs; and ſomebody 
elſe 


Fir THOMAS Moor. vii 


eviſu e records the laſt will of a hog, of 
who hich St. Hierom makes mention, 
pe- ¶ that if they pleaſe, let themſelves 
have ink the worſt of me, and fancy to- 
my-Hiemſelves that I was all this while 
1nd, 


laying at puſh-pin, or riding a- 
lde on a hobby-horfe. For 3 


For njuſt is it, if when we allow diffe- 
rote ent recreations to each particular 
n of ourſe of life, we afford no diverſion 
1ce, o ſtudies? eſpecially when trifles 
ake, Nnay be a whet to more ſerious. 
om- WS houghts, and. comical. matters may 
and He ſo treated of, as that a reader of 
his, {ordinary ſenſe may poſſibly thence- 


reap more advantage than from ſome 
more big and ſtately argument: as. 
while one in a long-winded oration. 


1alf ¶deſcants in commendation of rheto- 
led Hrick or philoſophy, another in a ful- 
re- ſome harangue ſets forth the praiſe 
[u- {Mot his nation, a third makes azealous 


invitation to a holy war with the 

Turks, another confidently ſets up 

for a fortune- teller, and a fifth ſtates. 
. queſtions 


Rr „ 


viii ERrasmvus's Epiſtle to | 
queſtions upon meer impertinences, 
But as nothing is more childiſh than 
to handle a ſerious ſubject in a looſe, 
wanton ſtile, ſo is their nothing 
more pleaſant than ſo to treat of 
trifles, as to make them ſeem no- 
thing leſs than what their name im- 
rts. As to what relates to myſelf, l 


muſt be forced to ſubmit to the judg- 


ment of other; yet except I am too 


partial to be judge in my own caſe, 
I am apt to believe I have praiſed 


Folly in ſuch a manner as not to have 
deſerved the name of fool for my 


pains. To reply now to the objec- 
tion of ſatyricalneſs wits have been 


always allowed this priviledge, that 
they might be ſmart upon any tranſ- 
actions of life, if ſo be their liberty 
did not extend to railing ; which 
makes me wonder at the tender- eared 
humour of this age, which will ad- 
mit of no addreſs without the prefa- 
tory repetition of all formal titles; 
nay, you may ſind ſome ſo prepoſter- | 


ouſly 


uſly 
wink 
Dur | 
Dri 


vith 


Sir THOM as Moor. ix 


uſly devout, that they will ſooner 
vink at the greateſt affront againſt 
pur Saviour, than be content that a 


_ prince, or a pope, ſhould be nettled 
. ich the leaſt joque or gird; eſpeci- 
0 ly in what relates to their ordinary 


uſtoms. But he who fo blames 


<1f 3 1ens irregularities, as to. laſh at no 
1d, ee particular perſon by name, does. 

See (I ſay) ſeem to carp ſo properly 
x he as to teach and inſtruct? and if ſo, 


how am I concerned to make any 


Wen, farther excuſe? beſide, he who in his 
my rictures points indifferently at all, 
Fan ie ſeems not angry at one man, but 


at all vices. 


_ TrrrzFORE if any ſingly com- 
ane plain they arg particularly reflected. 
; 1 upon, they do but betray their own. 


Iguilt, at leaſt their cowardice. St, 
Hierom dealt in the ſame argument 
at a much freer and ſharper rate ; 
pay, and he did not ſometimes re- 
frain from naming the perſons + 
| whereas 


x FEnasmvus's Epiſtle, Sc. 

whereas I have not only ſtifled this 
mentioning any one perſon, but have 
ſo tempered my ſtile, as the ingeni- 
ous reader will eaſily perceive I aim- 
ed at diverſion rather than ſatyr. 
Neither did J ſo far imitate Juvenal, 
as to rake into the ſink of vices to 


procure a laughter, rather than create 


a hearty abhorrence. If there be any 


one that after all remains yet unſatiſ- 


fred, let him at leaſt conſider that 
there may be good uſe made of be- 
ing reprehended by Folly, which 
ſmce we have feigned as ſpeaking, 
we mult keep up that character which 
is ſuitable to the perſon introduced. 


Bor why do I trouble you, Sir, 
with this needleſs apology, you that 
are ſo peculiar a patron, as though 
the cauſe itſelf be none of the beſt, 
you can at the leaſt give it the beſt 
protection. Farewel. 


On 


2 
— 
*. 


| . | | 1 
2 2 > 3 
2 4 


have | 
geni-Hn the Argument and Deſign of the 7 
alm- following Oration. 1 
at yr. | | | 4 
enal. Haté er the nodern ſatyrs 0th nage, 1 
SE 7 To jirk the failures of a ſliding age, | 1 

5 ave lawvi/hly expos to public view, Gag 
cate or a diſcharge to all from envy due, —_ 
any lere in as lively colours naked lhe, b 25 
itil Vith equal wit, and more of modeſly, 2 
that T hoſe poets, avith their free diſcloſing arts, 


F:rip wice Jo near to its uncomely parts, 

heir libels prove but leſſens, and they teach 

T hoſe very crimes which they intend ' impeach : 
Vhile here jo wholeſome all, tho ſharp tit tafle, 
Po briſely free, yet jo reſolv'dly chaſte ; | 
e virgin naked as her god of bows, - 

May read or hear when blood at higbeſt flowws ; 
Nor more expence of bluſhes thence ariſe, ! : 


Tan while the lect'ring matron does adviſe 

Jo guard her virtue, and her honour prize. 
Satyr and paneg yrich, diſtant be, 

£ et jointly here they both in one agree. 

0 whole's a ſacrifice of ſalt and fire; 

00 does the humour of the age require, 

Jo chafe the touch, and fo foment defir * 

As doftrine-dangling preachers lull aſlerp 

Their unattentive pent-up fold of Heep; = 2 

| 5 


" oh opiated milk gleaus up the brain, 


£ Are made believe that they are wondrous fine, 


FT) largeſſes of Folly here ave firown, 
L.ide pebbles, not to pick, but trample on. 
Typus Spartans laid their ſoaking Slaves before 
bk The boys, to juſtle, kick, and tumble o'er : 


Z Timely renounce the devil of the grape. 


2 By Though F/ly ſpeaker be, and argument, 


(* 


And th' babes of grace are in their cradles lain ; 
While mounted Andrews, baway, bold and lad 
Like cocks, alarm all the drowyy crowd, 

FW hoſe glittering ears are prick'd as boh-upright, 
Hs ſailing hairs are hoiſted in a. fright. 

So does it fare with croaking ſpawns oth proſe, 
The mould o' thb ſubje alters the Jucceſs 3 

What's ſerious, like ſleep, grants writs of eaſe 
Satyr and ridicule can only pleaſe ; 

As if no other animals could gape, - 

But the biting badger, or the ſnick'ring ape. 
Folly by irony's commended here, 

Sooth'd, that her eweakneſs may the more appear. 
Thus fools, who trick'd, in red and yellow ſhine, | 
| 


When all's a plot texpoſe them by deſign. 


Nor that the dry-lipp'd young flers mi ight combine 
To taſte and know the myſtery of wine, 1 
But wonder thus at men transform d to ſebine; 
And th power of fuch enchantments to eſcape, 

So here, 


Wit guides the tongue, wiſdom's the lecture meant, 


po 
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An ACCOUNT of the _—_— 
of Hans HoLBein, 


£ & HE Hiſtory of our Saviout's paſſion 
for mankind and crucifixion by the 

ews; in eight pieces join'd together. An in- 
omparable work. Tis to be ſeen at Baſil, 
a withdrawing room of the town-houſe, | 
* Ratih-houſe. Tis reported that ſome 


v Maximilian duke of Bavaria. 


ſtories, all by the ſame hand. —— 
II. The dead body of our Saviour lying 
ong; done on a board four times as f 33 
8 long. MDXXI, denote the year, H. H. 


AZ AR ENU REAN FUD. is writ in 

ters of gold. In the library of the univerſity. 
III. The ſupper of our Lord with his apoſtles. 
eligious worſhip has been pom to this piece, 
rather fragment of one; the moſt part being 
ſt, and what remains disfigured with cracks.: 
t nothing has been omitted that is in the 
dwer of art to reſtore and amend i In the 


drary of the de 
IV "other 


nt. 


\n | 


ouſands of rix-dollars were offered for ny. | 


| In the upper part of this ſame town-houſs, * . 
ree of the walls are adorned with divers 


e painter's name, Hans —_ FE 0s "0 


An Account of the Paintings 


IV. Another ſupper of our Lord done on 
cloth glewed on a board: a valuable piece. 

though drawn by Hlbein being yet very young. 
In the library of the univerſity. 

V. Chriſt tyed to a pillar, mocked and 
ſcourged by his executioners This being not WF 
ſo exquiſitely done, ſeems to be a work of il 
his younger years. In the library of the uni- 
verſity. | _—_ 

VI. A board painted on both ſides: on one M-::;7 
fide a ſchool-maſter teaches two boys, the one 

to read, the other to write: on the reverſe the Mie u 
fame ſchool-maſter teaches two boys the al. 
| phabet, with a rod in his hand; two more fit 
ting on a bench. Over-againſt him is a woman 
teaching a girl. This board ſeems to have 
been hung over a door to invite the youth to 
learn fair writing, and to ſhew the ſchool: 2 
appears by the adjoin'd inſcription in HighMWith : 
Dutch. f 
| Mar jemand hie der gera wolt lernen Datſch 
Pebriben, &c. i. e. If any has a mind to leam 
to write and read Dutch, &c. 1516. And on | 
the other part, An. M. CCCCCXVI. In the XII 


| _ library of the univerſity. | ards. 
| VII. A fide draught of Deſiderius Eraſmu he dr 
writing a paraphraſe on the goſpel of St. Mark, riptic 

with ſeveral rings on his hand. In the libray|W"iver! 

of the univerſity of Baſil. | XIV 
VIII. An oval picture of the ſame of bite; 
ſmaller ſize, In the library of the univer{oorch, 

-of Baſil. - : Norns, 


IX. TI 


| of Hans HoLBEIx. 


e rhine: amongſt many pillars and buildings, 
one place, is to be ſeen Marcus Curtius 
rowing himſelf headlong into the chaſm in 
e forumatRome, for the ſafety of the common- 
Wealth ; in another, a ring of country-men and 
Women dancing. *Tis undoubtedly a noble 
formance, worthy of a more magniſicent 
Wilding, and more ample proſpect. For doing 
is Holbein had a reward of ſixty florins, as 
Vingerus remarks in Meth. Apodemica, J. 


100 
9. 9. i 

mY xXx. The picture of Charles V. Emperor, 

1 ich a painter of Amſterdam, Le Blond by 


ne, ſent by the earl of Buckingham in ſearch 


85 paintings over all the world, eſpecially 
81 olbein's moſt famous pieces, purchaſed at 


ons in France for an hundred crowns. An. 


nem | 

33. 
Par XXII. The picture of DES ERASMUS, 
agg o 7. Bought at Baſil by the fame Le Blond 


r an hundred ducats of gold; which being 
terwards brought into Holland, he cauſed to 
exactly cut in copper, full length, by 
iſcher the Engraver. 
XXIII. To this board, on the right hand, is 
other faſtened with iron, on which is the 
ure of John Frobenius, the famous printer. 
heſe two pieces have no doubt been done at 
direction and charges of Eraſmus, for the 
ve and honour he bore to Frobenius, whom 


wy much eſteemed, placing him therefore on 
* e right band; to whom alſo: he preſented 


a 3 them. 


13 


Ar Account of the Paintings 
them. I believe theſe two pictures of Eraſmi Hen 
and Frobenius are the ſame I ſaw in the royal We 
repoſitory at London, in 1672. L. hot 
XXIV. It appears from the epiſtles of Era Xx 
mus, that his picture has been often drawn b ance 
Holbein, and carried into France, Englanii man 
and other places. 1 5 8 1 ntwe! 
XXV. A piece of about three baſil «ln XX 
ſquare, containing the pictures of James Meje Moore 
conſul of Bafil, on the right ſide, with his ſon: {Makes 
on the other the conſul's wife and daughter Whom: 
all of them done to the life, kneeling before th 
altar. This was firſt fold at Baſil for an hu 
dred pieces of gold; for which Le Blond, th 
painter of Amſterdam, paid a thouſand rix do 
ars in 1633 at Baſil, and fold it again for thr 
times as much to Mary of Medici, grandmothl 
to Lewis XIV, then living in Holland. 1 
XXVII. The pictures of Henry VIII, king 
England, the queen his conſort, his ſon, pringl 
Edward, queen Mary, called afterwards t| 
catholick, and Elizabeth. Upon the wall 
the king's bed-chamber in Whitehall, Londo 
XXVII. The picture of Thomas How: 
earl of Norwlk, &c. lord high admiral, & 
. Engraved by L. Vorſterman. In Arund 
houſe, London. 
XXVIII. The picture of a maid of Baſil: 
rayed in wedding - cloaths of purple ſilk, ada 
ed with chains, 13 and gold rings. 
Arundel-houſe, London. 
XXIX. The picture of Anne of Cleve, 


% Hans HoL nE. 


Henry VII, king of England. Engraved 
Wenceſlaus Hollarus in 1648. In Arun- 
Lhouſe, London. 

XXX. The picture of Sir Thomas Moor, 
ancellor of England. Engraved by L. Vorſ- 

man. In the Muſæum of Jo. Waverus, at 
ntwerp. 

XXXI. A piece repreſenting Sir Thomas 
oore with all his family ; of which Eraſmus 
akes mention, epiftle 21, book 26, to Sir 
homas Moor, and to his daughter Margaret 
uper, epiſt. 50, book 26. The firſt draught 
this is to be ſeen amongſt the drawings of 


aſmu 
Oy 


Era 
vn b 


zlandſ 


i el 
Mejeſg 
ſons 
hters 
Tre th 


1 hu 


d, Me univerſity of Baſil ; which has moreover 
ix de following names inſcribed i in the pictures. 
r thr John Moor, the father, in his 76th year. 
not Anne Grifacre, John Moor's ſpouſe in hee 


I 5th year. 


ting Sir Thomas Moor, in his 5oth Year. 
print Alice, Sir Thomas Moor's wife, in her 57th 
ds ths year. | 
all John Moor, ſor of Sir Thomas Moor, in his 


19th year. | 

Margaret Ruper, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Moor, in her 22d year. | 

Elizabeth Dame, daughter of Six Thomas : 
Moor, in her 21ſt year. 

Cecilia Heroin, daughter of Sir Thomas, i in 
her zoth year. 

Margaret Gigo, wife of Clement, an ac- 
quaintance and relation of Sir Thomas 
and his daughters, in hes 22d year. 

c Henry 


ondo 


An Accoant of the Paintings 


Henry Paterſon; Sir Thomas Moors jeſter 
in his 40th year. 
XXXII. A ae of Deſ. Eraſmus, Rot. In 
the imperial treaſury at Vienna. 
XXXIII. The picture of ſome Engliſh per- 
ſon of quality, perhaps that of John Moor, the 
chancellor”s father, being one of Holbein's 
moſt valuable pieces. In the imperial treaſury 
at Vienna. 

XXXIV. Two pieces about five foot high 
on which are repreſented monks digging up 
the bones of ſome ſaints out of the grave, and 
carrying them into a church in ſolemn procel- 
fion. In the imperial treaſury at Vienna. 

. XXXV. The picture of an archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, with the enſigns of his dignity, 


'wiz. The double croſs and mitre; an half 
length as big as the life: on a green veil, . 
which ſerves for a ground, is read this inſerip- d: ar 
tion, anno dumini MPXXVII. Atatis ſuæ XL. 
LXX. In the French king s cabinet. whi 
XXXVI. The picture of a certain mathema- gin 
tician, with the ſeveral inſtruments of his art, doſtle 
a half length alſo as big as the life. In the hig 
French king's cloſet. It is undoubtedly Ni- yller, 
cholaus, the aſtronomer of Henry VIII, king XL 
of England. w th 
XVXXVII. The picture of Anne of Cleve, AL\ 
king Henry VIITs wife: In the French king” ofeſſ 
cloſet. © © Zur 
XXXVIII. The picture of Holbein; done Wing 


by In the French king's cabinet. 
A XXXIX. A 


a ES 


of Hans HoLneme. - 


XXXIX. A Picture of Eraſmus writing; of 
ſmaller ſize. In the aforeſaid cloſet. 

XL. The picture of an old man, with a gold 
ain about his neck, and a croſs faſtned to it, 
hich he holds in one hand, and a ſcroll in the 


er. 
3 her: of a ſmaller ſize. In the French king 8. 
Dein's oſet. 

aſury XLI. A picture of Sir Thomas Moor, lefs. 


an the life; on the ground of which is this: 


high ſeription, ex Julii, anno H. VIII. XXXVIII. 

g up talis ſue An. XXXIII. In the French king” 5 

and oſet. 

_ XLII. The picture of a man holding pray- «. 
; -beads, reara death's head, In the French 


"Pp of ng's cloſet. 
nity, XLIII. A piece of about four foot ſquare,. 
herein are dancings, fiſhings, huntings, tilt- 


gs, and many other ſports. In the publick. 


veil, i 

crip- WP: 21) at Zurich. 

; ſuc WF *-1V. An arched room reſembling a church; 
which St. John holds a wax-taper before the 

ema. rgin mother of God fitting, the reſt of the 

; art, MPoſtles ſtanding round, and the angels ſinging 

oh high. In the nen of Mr. Werd- 15 

Ni- yller, at Zurich. 

King XL VI. The Picture of an Engliſh earl. In 

e ſame picture-room. 

leve,XLVI. The picture of Conrad Pellican, 

ing's ofeſſor of Theology and Hebrew in the ſchcol 

1 Zurich: to which is added, the four fol- 

done i" ing Latin verſes ; 
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Bis Je; gp lufiris vixi, & guings 7 per amy! wed 
Fatidico quare cum Simeore frecor, and 

' Nunc in pace tuum Deus o dimitte- minifirum, V. I 
Detur & in Chriſti regna reaire tui. dſt de 

In the houſe of Mr. Martin Werdmyller, a { n by 
nator of the republick of Baſil. numl 
XLVII. Chriſt in his cradle, and the bleſſ I. 
virgin before him on her knees, Joſeph ſtand ine p 
ing by; at a diftance appear an ox and an a eſent 
and the ſhepherds warned by the angels afu e pi. 
At Lucern, in the church of the Auguſti omev 
Friars. re he 
hanc 


XLVIII. Chrift in liis mother s lap, adore 
by the wiſemen. Ibid. n. 
XLIX. Chriſt taken down from the croff Vn. 
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the bleſſed virgin, the apoſtle John, Mary Ma . 4 

 dalen, Nicodemus, and others, ſtanding round VIII. 

the thieves on each ſide hanging on on tie forke 

Croſs. Ibid. red! 

L. The face of Chriſt repreſented on a nature 

6 kin held up by little boys. Ibid. John. 

| III. Chrift from the chair teaching the Jeu des, 

ö Ibid. ſaid | 

1 LIE. Chriſt, O. S. faſtned with four nails IX. ! 

1 the croſs, de the bleſſed virgin and 8 & of m 
18 John forrowing ; the inſcription being in H h are 
un brew, Greek, and Latin. tally 

0 | LI II. A piece in which the chief chirurgea of hi: 

1 | receives the privilege offered from king Henry X. H 

1 repreſenting all the Perſons to the Life Lott w] 

. LIV. The triumph of. Plutus, or riches _ 
hi at 


Platus fitting in a moſt magnificent chard 
follos 


= — wa 
" 2 " 
Pn — EE ers ron «4 


e Hans HoLnean. 


2708 | wed by Crœſus, Midas, and others. In 
and. ett Ob 5 
1, V. The triumph of poverty: a woman 
pſt dead with hunger, fitting in a chariot 
a n by four ſtarved horſes, followed by a 
| number of poor. In England. | 
leſſe VI. All the prophets, greater and ſmaller, 


tandMWne picces; each, of a yard in meaſure, 
n ao (cnting two of them, drawn in diſtemper. 
afalſe pieces were carried to Holland by Bar- 
-uſti mew Sarbruck, an exquiſite painter, 
| re he left copies of them drawn with his 
doret hand, which are kept in the Feſchian Mu- 


croſs VII. The picture of Mary, queen of Eng- 

Mag. At the houſe of Dr. Patinus. 

und III. The picture of an old man, with a 

n ti forked beard. From his golden croſs, 
ned by four others to a black cord, it is 

 nanMectured that he was general of the order of 

John at Jeruſalem, called afterwards of 


Jew des, and laſt of all of Maltha. In the 


eſaid houſe. 
ails tt IX. Moreover, our Holbein drew the pic- 
d 5 of many perſons of quality, of both ſexes, 
1 He h are every where kept with great care, 


| ially in England, where he ſpent the moſt 

geo of his life. 

enn x. He alſo cut many things in wood, a- 
a gſt which were the cuts of the bible, and 

ches dance of death, Vulg. Jodtentanix. To 

ario that is not unlike which, drawn to the 

on life 


— 


ww 
5 
CEE 


ba OS 


— — Wm ks 
— — _ — 
— — . — 
IR inn = ian 


4 
R —— 
os *. — 

N 15 0 


. —— 2 
— 


93 — — — 
reren * * Apo! 


— — — 


OR | 
ES * . 
n = 2 
— * 
4 * 
—— * * 
* C % . 5 o 
; 
p 


bw; PT * 8 
ůů — — 
— „ 
— » T 
Es 2 . 1 


nie, u forme ay, by che hand of Hel 


Account of the Paintings of Haws Hor EIN 


himſelf, is with great pleaſure ſeey by ſtra 
ers, within a wooden grate at Baſil, in 
church-yard of the predicants of the ſub 
of St. John. | 
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ERASMUS's 
ale of FO 


mp 


ration, of feigned matter, ſpoken by Folly in 


her own perſon. 


+ OW lightly ſcever T am eſteemed 
=_ _ in the common vogue of the world, 
H 9 (for I well know how diſingeniouſ- 
_—_- 'o ly Folly is decried, even by thoſe 
ho are themſelves the preateſt 
s,) yet it is from my influence alone, that 
whole univerſe receives her ferment of mirth 
Jollity : of which this may be urged as a 
vincing argument, in that as ſoon as I ap- 
ed to ſpeak before this numerous aſſembly 
cheir countenances were gilded over with a 
y ſparkling pleaſantneſs : you ſoon wel- 
ed me with ſo encouraging a look, you 
red me on with fo chanel a hum, that 
„ in all appearance, you ſeem now fluſhed, 
ha 2 doſe of reviving nectar, when as 
before you jate drowſy and melancholly, 

if you were lately come out of ſome her- 
's cell. But as it is uſual, that as ſoon as the 
peeps from her eaftern bed, and draws - 

B back 


1UN 


an myſelf, that is upon Folly. 


* 


, +87 Ea Ae prai/e of ForLy, | 


back the curtains of the darkſome night; or A 
as when after a hard winter the reſtorative end 
ſpring breathes a more enlivening air, nature 0 pi 
forthwith changes her apparel, and all things leaf 
ſeem to renew their age; ſo at the firſt fight dee 
of me you all unmaſk, and appear in more N hou 
lively colours. That therefore which expert Janci 
orators can ſcarce effect by all their little ar- me f 
tikce of eloquence, to wit, a railing the atten- end 
tions of their auditors to a compoſedneſs of Non? 
thought, this a bare look from me has com- A: 
manded. The reaſon why I appear in this his i 
dedd kind of garb, you ſhall ſoon be informed done 
of, if for ſo ſh:rt a while you will but have the who 
patience to lend me an ear; yet not ſuch an ¶ ſome 
one as you are wont to hearken with to your ¶ they 
reverend preachers, but as yon liſten withal to WEcharz 
mountebanks, buffoons, and merry-andrews ; ¶ ſham 
in ſhort, ſuch as formerly were faſtned to Mi- briſtl. 
das, as a puniſhment for his affront to the god plum 
Pan. For I am now in a humour to act a- the p 
while the ſophiſt, yet not of that ſort who un- him 
dertake the drudgery of tyrannizing over each 
ſchool-boys, and teach a more than womaniſh Ml itſelf 
knack of brawling ; but in imitation of thoſe Wl while 
Ancient ones, who to avoid the ſcandalous epi- thers: 
thet of wiſe, preferred this title of ſophiſts:; hue, 
the taſk of theſe was to celebrate the worth the 1 
of gods and heroes. Prepare therefore to be La 
entertained with a panegyrick, yet not upon ¶ allow 
Hercules, Solon, or any other grandee, but has n 
| Cannc 
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Ex As Mus's praiſe of FOLLY. 3 
Ax here I value not their cenſure that pre- 
end it, is foppiſh and affected for any perſon 
o praiſe himſelf: yet let it be as ſilly as they 
leaſe, if they will but allow it needful: and 
deed what is more befitting than that Folly 
ſhould be the trumpet of her own praiſe, and 
dance after her own pipe? for who can ſet 
me forth better than myſelf : or who can pre- 
end to be ſo well acquainted with my conditi- 
on ? | | 25 
And yet farther, I may ſafely urge, that all 
his is no more than the ſame with what 1s 
done by ſeveral ſeemingly great and wiſe men, 
who with a new-faſhioned modeſty employ 
ſome paltry orator or ſcribbling poet, whom 
they bribe to flatter them with Pme high-flown © 
character, that ſhall conſiſt of meer lies and 
ſnems: and yet the perſons thus-extolled ſhall 
briſtle tip, and peacock-like beſpread their 
plumes, while the impudent paraſite magnificy 
the poor wretch to the ſkies, and propoſes 
him as a compleat pattzrn of all virtues, from 
each of which he 1s yet, as far diſtaat as heaven 
itſelf from hell: what is all this in the mean 
while, but the tricking up a da in ſtolen fea- 
thers; a labouring to change the black-a-moor's 
hue, and the drawing on a. pigmy's frock over 
the ſhoulders of a giant. 

LasTLy, I verify the old obſervation, that 
allows him a right of praiſing himſelf, wilo 
has no body elſe to do it for him: for really, I 
cannot but admire at that ingratitude, ſhall I 
B 2 term 


— 


4 Exazmus's proajſe of FOLLY. 

term it, or blockiſhneſs of mankind, who whey 
they all willingly pay to me their utmoſt devour, 
and freely acknowledge their reſpective obliga- 
tions ; that notwithſtanding this, there ſhould. 
have been none ſo grateful, or complaiſant as 
to have beſtowed on me a commedatory orati- 
on, eſpecially when there have not been want- 
ing ſuch as at a great expence of ſweat, and 


lols of ſleep, have in elaborate ſpeeches, 2 | 


ald- 


high encomiums to tyrants, agues, flies, 
neſs, and ſuch like trumperies. 
Is HALL entertain you with a haſty and un- 


premeditated, but ſo much the more natural | 
diſcourſe My venting it ex tempore, I would | 
not have you think proceeds fiom any princi- 


ples of vain glory by which ordinary orators: 


ſquare their attempts, who (as it is ealy to ob- 
ſerve) when they are delivered of a ſpeech | 
that has been thirty years a conceiving, nay, f 


perhaps, at laſt, none of their own, yet they will 
N car they wrote it in a great hurry, and upon 
very ſhort waraing : whereas the reaſon of my 
not being x rovided beforehand is only becauſe 
it was always my humour, conſtantly to ſpeak. 
that which lies uppermoſt, Next, let no ons; 
be fo fond as to imagine, that I ſhould fo fax, 
ſtint my invention to the method of other pleaz, 
ders, as firſt to. define, and then divide, my, 
ſubject, 7. e. myſelf. For it is equally hazar- 
dous to attempt the crowding her within the 
narrow limits of a definition, whoſe nature 
is of ſo diſfuſive an extent, or to mangle and 
dQisjoin 
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Ex asMvs's praiſe of FOLLY. 5 
lisjoin that, to the adoration whereof all nati- 
dns unitedly concur. Beſide, to what purpoſe 


liga. it to lay down a definition for a faint reſem- 
ould lance, and meer ſhadow of me, while appear- 
t as ng here perſonally, you may view me at a 


ore certain light ? and if your eye-ſight fail 
ot, you may at firſt bluſh diſcern me to be 
er whom the Greeks term Mela, the Latins 
aullitia. S 

Bur why need I have been ſo impertient as 
> have told you this, as if my very looks did 
bot ſufficiently betray what I am; or ſuppoſing 
ny be fo credulous as to take me for ſome ſage 
matron or goddeſs of wiſdom, as if a fingle 
Hance from me would not immediately cor- 
ect, their miſtake, while my viſage, the exact 
eflex of my ſoul, would ſupply and ſuperſede 
he trouble of any other confeſſions : for.] ap- 
ear alway in my natural colours, and an unar- 
inctal dreſs, and never let my face pretend 
dne thing, and my heart conceal another; nay, 
ind in all things J am fo true to my principles, 
hat I cannot be ſo much as counterfeited, even 
py thoſe who challenge the name of wits, yet 


One ndeed are no better than jackanapes's trick'd 
1 fa, p in gawdy cloaths, and aſſes ſtrutting in li- 
lea; as fins; and how cunningly ſoever they car- 


my it, their long ears appear, and betray what 
Zaf- ily are. Theſe in troth are very rude and” 


the Nfinngenuous, for while they apparently belong 
ture Bo my party, yet among the vulgar they are ſo 


named of my relation, as to- caſt it in others- 
| . Bc mu 


example of ſome modern orators, who ſwell to 


6. Ee asmvs's praiſe of Fol Ly. 
diſh for a ſhame and reproach: wherefore ſince 
tney are ſo eager to be accounted wiſe, when 
in truth they are extreamly filly, what, if to 
give them their due, I dub them with the title 
of wiſe fools: and herein they copy after the 


ep 
fool 
tion 
but 
fam 
ACCC 


that propotion of conceitedneſs, as to vaunt F 
themſelves for ſo many giants of eloquence, if cha- 
with e double-tongued fluency they can plead MW any 
indifferently for either fide, and deem it a ve- but 
ry doughty exploit if they can but enterlard Hel 
a Latin ſentence with ſome Greek word, which pri: 
for ſeeming garniſh they croud in at a venture; ¶ bec! 
and rather than be at a ftand for ſome cramp hav 
words, they will furbiſh up a long ſcroul of old etal 


abſolete terms out of ſome muſty author, and peac 
foiſt them in, to amuſe the reader with, that mar 
thoſe who underſtand them may be tickled. alm 
with the happineſs of being acquainted with MW wor: 
them, and thoſe who underſtand them not, the ſineſ 
leſs they know the more they may admire ; MI and 
whereas it has been always a cuſtom to thoſe Ml the. 
of our ſide to contemn and undervalue what- MW bold 
ever is ſtrange and unuſual, while thoſe that are ven, 
better conceited of themſelves will nod and leaft 
{mile, and prick up their cars, that they may WI with 
be thought eaſily to apprehend that, of which who! 
perhaps they do not underſtand one word. thing 
And fo much for this; pardon the digreflion, and 
now I return. | grap 
Or my name J have informed you, Sirs what MW bolts 
additional epithet to give you Ikn ow not, ex- and | 
| cept 


ErarRmus's praiſe of For 7 


ſince ept you will be content with that of moſt 
when fooliſh; for under what more proper appella- 
if to tion can the goddeſs Folly greet her devotes ?: 
title but ſince there are few acquainted with my 
r the family and original, I will now give you ſome 
ell to account of my extraction. Es 
7aunt FigsT then, my father was neither the“ 
ce, if chaos, nor hell, nor Saturn, nor Jupiter, nor 
plead any of thoſe old, worn out, grandſire gods, 
a ve- but Plutus, the very ſame that, maugre Homer, 
rlard Heſiod, nay, in ſpight of Jove himſelf, was the 
vhich primary father, of the univerſe; at whoſe alone 
ture; beck, for all ages, religion and civil policy, 
ramp have been ſucceſſively undermined and re- 


fold eſtabliſned; by whoſe powerful influence war, 
, and peace, empire, debates, juſtice, magiſtracy, 
that marriage, leagues, compacts, laws, arts, (I have 
:kled. MW almoſt run my ſelf out of breath, but) in a- 
with word, all affairs of church and ſtate, and bu- 
„ the MI fines of private concern, are ſeverally ordered: 
ire; and adminiſtred; without whoſe aſſiſtance all 
thoſe WI the Poets gang of deities, nay, I may be fo- 
vhat- bold as to ſay the very major- domo's of hea- 
it are ven, would either dwindle into nothing, or at 
| and leaſt be confined. to their reſpective homes 
may without any ceremonies of devotional addreſs: 
yhich W- whoever he combats. with as an enemy, no- 
vord. (MW thing can be armour-proof againſt his aſſaults; 
ſſion, and whoſoever he ſides with as a friend, may 
| grapple at even hand with Jove, and all his 
what I bolts. Of ſuch a father I may well brag ;. 
t, ex- and he begot me; not of his brain, as Jupiter 
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bout, as we may modeſtly pharſe it. 
prevent your miſtaking me, I would have you 


8 Erasmvus's Praiſe of Fol lx. | 
did the hag Pallas, but of a pretty youn 
nymph, famed for wit no leſs than beauty: ad 
this feat was not done amidſt the embraces of 
dull nauſeous wedlock, but what gave a grea- 
ter guſt to the pleaſure, it was done at a ſtolen 
But to 


underfland that my father was not that Plutus 
in Ariſtophanes, old dry withred, ſapleſs and 
blind; but the ſame in his younger and briſker 
days, and when his veins were more impregna- 
ted, and the heat of his youth ſomewhat higher 


inflamed by a chirping cup of nectar, which for 
a whet to his luſt he had juſt before drank very 


freely of at a merry- meeting of the gods. And 
now preſuming you may be inquiſitive after my 
birth-place (the quality of the place we are 
born in, being now looked upon as a main in- 
gredient of gentility,) I was born neither in 
the floating De'o's, nor on the frothy ſea, nor 
in any of theſe privacies, where too forward 
mothers are wont to retire for an undiſcovered 
delivery ; but in the fortune iſlands, where all 
things grow without the toil of husbandry, 
wherein there is no drudgery, no diſte mpers, no- 


old age, where in the ſields grow no daffadilli- 
es, mallows, onions, peaſe, beans, or ſuch kind 
of traſh, but there give equal divertiſement to 


our ſight and ſmelling, rue, all-heal, bugloſs, 


marjcram, herb of life, roſes, violets, hyacinth, 


and ſuch, like fragrances as perfume the gar- 


dens of Adonis. And being born amongſt 


theſe 
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 FrasSMUs's praiſe of Fol. Lv. 9 
heſe delights, I did not, like other infants, 
ome crying into the world, but perk'd up, 
nd laughed immediately in my mother's face. 
\nd there is no reaſon I ſhould envy Jove for 
aving a ſhe goat to his nurſe, ſince I was 

ore creditably ſuckled by two jolly nymphs; 
he name of the firſt de one of Bac- 
hus's off-ſpring, the other ignorance, the 
laughter of Pan; both which you may here be- 
old among ſeveral others of my train and at- 
endants, whoſe particular names, if you would 
ain know, I will give you in. ſhort, This, 
ho goes with a mincing gate, and hold up 
er head ſo high, is Self-Love. She that looks: 
o ſpruce, and makes ſuch a noiſe and buſtle, 
Flattery. That other, which fits hum- drum, 
as if ſhe where half aſleep, is called Forgetful- 
neſs. She that leans on her elbow, and ſome- 
time yawninply ſtretches out her arms, is Lazi- 

nef.. This that wears a. pliplited garland of 
flowers, and ſmeils ſo perfumed, is Pleaſure... 
The other, which appears in fo ſmooth a ſkin, 
and pampered- up fleſh, is Senſuality. She 
that ſtares ſo wildly, and rouls about her eyes, 
is Madneſs, As to. thoſe two gods whom you 
ſee playing among the laſſes the name of the 
one is Intemperance, the other Sound Sleep. 
By the help and ſervice of this retinue I bring 
all things under the verge of my power, lord- 

ing it over the greateſt kings and potentates. 
You have now heard of my deſcent,my edu- 
ngſt cation, and my attendance; that I may not be 
| | | taxed 


10 FErasmvs' praiſe rf Fol Ur. 
taxed as preſumptuous in borrowing the title 
of a goddeſs, I come now in the next place to 
acquaint you what obliging favours I every 
where beſtow, and how largely my juriſdiction 
extends: for if, as one has ingenuoufly noted, 
to be a god is no other than to be a benefactor 
to mankind; and if they have been thought 
deſervedly deified who have invented the uſe 
of wine, corn, or any other convenience for 
the well-being of mortals, why may not I juft- 
ly bear the van among the whole troop of gods, 
who in all, and toward all, exert an unparallell- 
ed bounty and beneficence ? 

For inſtance, in the firſt place, what can be 
more dear and precious than life itſelf ? and yet 
for this are none beholden, ſave to me alone; 


For it is neither the ſpear of throuphly-begotten | 


Pallas, nos the buckler of cloud-gathering 
_ that multiplies and propagates mankind: 
ut that prime father cf the univerſe, who at 
a diſpleaſing nod makes heaven itſelf to trem- 
ble, he (I fay) mutt lay aſide his frightful en- 
figns of majeſty, and put away that grim aſpeR 
wherewith he makes the other gods to quake, 
and, ſtage-player-like mult alter his uſual cha- 
racter, if he would do that, the doing whereof 
he cannot refrain from, i. e. getting of ch1l4 
dren. The next place to the gods is challenged 
by the Stoicks; but give me one as ſtoical as Ill- 
nature can make him, and if I do not prevail 
on him to part with his beard, that buſh of 
wiſdom, (though no other ornament than what 
| nature 
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Ex As Mus's pralſe of FOLLY. rt 
ature in more ample manner has given to 


ats, ) yet at leaſt he ſhall lay by his gravity, 
nooth up his brow, relinquiſh his rigid tenets, 


e title 
ace to 


every 
liRion d in diſpite of prejudice become ſenſible of 
noted, ¶ me paſſion in wanton ſport and dallying. In 
factor word, this dictator of wiſdom ſhall be glad 
ought Y take Folly fer his diverſion, if ever he would 
he uſe rive to the honour of a father. And why 
ce for Would I not tell my ſtory out ? to proceed 
I juft- Wien: is it the head, the face, the breaſt, the 
gods, hands, the ears, or other more comely parts, 


hat ſerve for inſtruments of generation? I 
row not, but it is that member of our body. 
yhich is ſo odd and uncouth as can ſcarce be 
entioned without a ſmile. This part, I ſay, 


-allell- 


an be 
nd yet 


alone. {Ws that fountaily of life, from which originally 
rotten {Wpring all things in a truer ſenſe than from the 
jering Hlemental ſeminary. Add to this, what man 
kind: Would be fo ſilly as to run his head into the col- 
yho at f a matrimonial nooſe, if (as wiſe men are 
trem- NVont to do) he had before-hand duly conſider'd- 
ul en- Wthe inconveniences of a wedded life? or in- 
aſpect Need what woman would open her arms to re- 
nake, Nreive the embraces of a husband, if ſhe did but 
cha- {Worecaſt the pangs of child-birth, and the 
hereof Iplague of being a nurſe ? ſince then you owe 
E chil our birth to the bride-bed (what was prepa- 
enged Hratory to that) the ſolemnizing of marriage te 


as Ill- my waiting- woman Madneſs, you cannot but 
revail Nacknowledge how much you are indebted to 
iſh of to me. Beſide, thoſe * had once dearly 
what bought the experience of their folly, would 
nature never re engage themſelves. in the ſame intan- 
| glement 
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glement by a ſecond match, if it were not oc. 
caſioned by the forgetfulneſs of paſt dangers, 
And Venus herſelſ (whatever Lucretius pre- 
tends to the contrary) cannot deny, but that, 
without my aſſiſtance, her procreative power 


would prove weak and ineffectual. It was 


from my ſportive and tickling recreation that 
proceeded the old crabbed philoſophers, and 
thoſe who now ſupply their ſtead, the mortih- 
ed monks and friars; as alſo kings, prieſts and 
Popes, nay, the whole tribe of poetick gods, 


who are at laſt grown ſo numerous, as in the 


camp of heaven (though neter ſo ſpacious to 
juſtle for elbow-room. But it is not ſufficient 
to have made it appear that I am the ſource 
and original of all life, except Flikewiſe ſhew 
that all the benefits of life are equally at my 
diſpoſal. And what are ſuch ? why, can any 
one be ſaid properly to live to whom pleaſure 
is denied? you will give me your aſſent; for 
there is none I know among you fo wife ſhall 
J fay, or fo filly, as to be of a contrary opini- 
on. The Stoicks indeed contemn, and pretend 
to baniſh pleaſure ; but this is only a diſſembl- 
ing trick, and a putting the vulpar out of con- 
ceit with it, that they may more quietly engroſ 
it to themſelves : but I dare them now to con- 
feſs what one ſtage of life 1s not melancholly, 
dull, tireſome, — and uneaſy, unleſs we 
ſpice it with pleaſure, that hautgouſt of Folly. 
Of the truth whereof the never enough to be 
commended Sophocles is ſufficient — 
W. 
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who gives me the higheſt character in that ſen- 


tence of his, : 
To know nothing is the faueeteſt lift. 


Ver abating from this, let us examine the 
caſe more narrowly. Who knows not that the 
firſt ſcene of infancy is far the moſt pleſant and 
delightſome ? what then is it in children that 
makes us ſo kiſs, hug and play with them, and 
that the bloodieſt enemy can ſcarce have the 
heart to hurt them; but their ingredients of in- 
nocence and Folly, of which nature out of pro- 
vidence did purpoſely compound and blend 
their tender infancy, that by a frank return of 
pleaſure they might make ſome ſort of amends 
for their parents trouble, and give in caution 
a5 it were for the diſcharge of a future educati- 
cn; the next advance from childhood is youth, 
and how favourably 1s this dealt with ; how 
kind, courteous and reſpe&ful are all to it? and 
how ready to become ſerviceable upon all oc- 
caſions? and whence reaps it this happineſs ? 
whence indeed but from rae only, by whoſe 
procurement it is furniſh=d with little of wiſ- 
dom, and ſo with the leſs of diſquiet ? and 
when once lads begin to grow up, and attempr 
to write man, their prettineſs does then ſoan 
decay, their briſkneſs flags, their humours ſta- 
gnate, their jollity ceaſes, and their blood 
grows cold; and the farther they proceed in 
years, the more they go backward in the en- 
jxment of themſelves, till waſpiſh old age 

C comes 
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comes on, a burthen to itſelf as well as others, 
and that ſo heavy and oppreſſive, as none 
would bear the weight of, unleſs out of pity 
to their ſufferings. I again intervene, and 
lend a helping-hand, aſſiſting them at a dead 
lift, in the ſame method the poets feign ther 

Kemal 
them into new creatures, which I do by bring- 
ing them back, after they have one foot in the 
grave, to their infancy again; ſo as there is a 
great deal of truth couched in that old proverb, 
once an old man, and twice a child. Now if any 
one be curious to underſtand what courſe | 
take to effect this alteration, my method 1 


gods to ſuccour dying men, by trans 


this: I bring them to my well of forgetfulneſs, 
(the fountain whereof is in the Fortunate Iſ. 
lands, and the river Lethe in hell but a ſmall 
ſtream of it,) and when they have there filled 
their bellies full, and waſhed down care, by the 
virtue and operation whereof they become 
young again. Ay, but (ſay you) they meerly 
dote, and play the fool : why yes, this is what 
J mean by growing young again: for what 
elſe is it to be a child than to be a fool and an 
idiot? it is the being ſach that makes that age 
ſo acceptable: for who does not eſteem it 
ſomewhat ommous to ſee a boy endowed with 
the diſcretion of a man, and therefore for the 
curbing of too forward parts we have a diſpa- 
raging proverb, Soon ripe, ſoon rotten ? And far- 
ther, who would keep company, cr have any 
thing to do with ſuch .an old blade, as, = 
| | e 
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be wear and harrowing of ſo many years, 
ould yet continue of as clear a . and 
ound a judgment as he had at any time been 

his middle- age; and therefore it is great 
indneſs of me that old men grow fools, ſince 
tis hereby only that they are freed from ſuch 


hers, 
none 
pity 
and 


dead 


r exations as would torment them if they were 
ine ore wiſe: they can drink briſkly, bear up 
n | outly, and lightly paſs over ſuch infirmities, as 


far ſtronger conſtitution could ſcarce maſter. 

dometime, with the old fellow in Plautus, they 
xe brought back to their horn-book again, to 
earn to ſpell their fortune in Love. Moſt 
vretched would they needs be if they had but 
it enough to be ſenſible of their hard conditi- 

dn; but, by my afſitance, they carry off all well, 
nnd to their reſpective friends approve them- 
elves good, ſociable, jolly companions. Thus 
lomer makes aged Neſtor famed for a ſmooth 

dily-tongued orator, while the delivery of 
\chilles was but rough, harſh and heſitant ;- 

and the ſame poet elſewhere tells us of old 
men that fate on the walls, and ſpake with a 
great deal of flouriſh and elegance. And in 


e 154 
verb, 
f any 
urſe! 
od 1s 
Ineſs, 
te Ii. 
{mall 
filled 
y the 
COme 
eerly 
what 
what 


nd an Nis point indeed they ſurpaſs and outgo chil- 
it age Wren, who are pretty forward in a ſoftly, inno- 
1 ent prattle, but otherwiſe are too much 
_ engue-ty'd,and want the other's moſt accepta- 
4 k e Nie embelliſhment of a perpetual talkativeneſs. 
- * dd to this, that old men love b be playing 
: Ke vith children, and children delight as much 


2 them, to verifie the proverb, that Birds of a 
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feather flock together. And indeed what diffe. 
rence can be diſcerned between them, but that 
the one is more furrowed with wrinkles, and 
has ſeen a little more of the world than the 
other? for otherwiſe their whitiſh hair, their 
want of tecth, their ſmallneſs of ſtature, their, 
milk diet, their bald crowns their pratling, 
their playing, their ſhort memory, their heed- 
leſneſs, and all their other endowments, exactly 
agree; and the more they advance in years, 
the nearer they come back to their cradle, till 
like children indeed, at laſt they depart the 
world, without any remorſe at the loſs of life, 
or ſenſe of the pangs of death. 

Ax p now let any one compare the excellen- 
cy of my — power to that which 
Ovid attributes to the gods; their ſtrange feats 

in ſome drunken paſſions we will omit for 
their credit fake, and inſtance only in ſuch 
perſons as they pretended great kindneſſes for: 
theſe they transformed into trees, birds, in- 
ſects, and ſometimes ſerpents ; but alas. their 
very change into ſomewhat elſe argues the de- 
ſtruction of what they were before; whereas 
I can reſtore the ſame numerical man to his 
priſtine ſtate of youth, health and ſtrength: 
yea, what is more, if men would but ſo far 
conſult their own intereſt, as to diſcard all 
thoughts of wifdom, and entirely reſign them- 
ſcles to my Puidance and conduct, old age 
ſhould be a paradox, and each man's years 4 
perpetual ſpring. For look how your hard- 
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plodding ſtudents, by a cloſe ſedentary con- 


— finement to their books, grow mopiſn, pale 
and and meagre, as if, by a continual wrack of 
the brains, and torture of invention, their veins 
heir Were pumped dry, and their whole body 
\cir ſqueezed ſapleſs; where as my followers are 
ing, ſmooth, plump and buckſome, and altogether 
ing, as luſty as ſo many bacon-hogs, or ſucking 


al calves; never in their career of pleaſure to be 
—_ arreſted with old age, if they could but keep 
til themſelves untainted from the contageouſneſs 
' the of wiſdom, with the leproſy, whereof if at any 
life. time they are infected, it is only for preventi- 
on, left they ſhould otherwiſe have been too 
happy. pO | | 
* Fos a more ample confirmation of the truth 
Cons of what foregoes, it is on all ſides confeſſed, 
bor that Folly is the beſt preſervative of youth, and 
ach ! che moſt effectual antidote againſt age. And 
it is a never- failing obſervation made of the 


* people of Brabant, that, contrary to the pro- 
their verb of older and wiſer, the more ancient they 
- de. grow, the more fools they are; and there is 
rea; not any one country, whole inhabitants enjoy 


his themſelves better, and rub through the world 
oth; with more eaſe and quiet. To theſe are nearly 
” far related, as well by affinity. of cuſtoms, as of 
& of neighbourhood, my friends the Hollanders : 
mine I may well call them, for they ſtick ſo 

ape cloſe and lovingly to me, that they are ſtiled 
rs 21 bols to a proverb, and yet ſcorn to be aſhamed 
gard- their name. Well, let fond mortals go now 
[ding M- 3 | in. 


hem- 
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in a needleſs queſt of ſome Medea, Circe, Ve. 


nus, or ſome enchanted fountain, for a. reſtora. 
tive of age, whereas the accurate performance 


of this feat lies only within the ability of my 


art and fk11l. 

IT is J only who have the receipt of making 
that liquor wherewith Memnon's daughter 
lengthened out her grandfather's declining 
days: it is I that am that Venus, who ſo far 
reſtored the languiſhing Phaon, as to make 
Sapho fall deeply in | Sek with his beauty, 
Mine are thoſe herbs, mme thoſe charms, that 
not only Iark back ſwift time, when paſt and 
gone, but, what is more to be admired, clip 
its wings, and prevent all farther flight. 80 
then, if you will all agree to my verdict, that 
nothing is more deſirable than the being young, 
nor any thing more loathed than contemptible 
old age, you muſt needs acknowledged it as 
an unrequitable obligation from me, for fenc- 
ing off the one, and perpetuating the other. 


Bur why ſhould I confine my diſcourſe to 


the narrow ſubje& of mankind only? view 
the whole heaven itfelf, and there tell me what 
one of that divine tribe would not be mean 
and deſpicable, if my name did not lend him 
ſome reſpect and authority. Why 1s Bacchus 
alway painted as a young man, but only be- 
cauſe he is freakiſh, drunk and mad, and 
ſpending his time in toping, dancing, maſking 
and revelling, ſeems to have nothing in the 


leaſt to do with wiſdom ? nay, fo far is he 
from 
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from the affectation of being accounted wiſe, 
that he is content, all the rites of devotion 
which are paid unto him ſhould conſiſt of 
apiſhaeſs and drollery. Farther, what ſcoffs 
and jeers did not the old comedians throw up- 
on him? O feoinih punch. gut god, ſay they, 
that ſmells rank of the fly he a, ſowwed up in, 
and ſo on. But prithee, who in this caſe, al- 
ways merry, youthful, ſoaked in wine, and 
drowned in pleaſure; who, I ſay, in ſuch a caſe, 
would change conditions, either with the lofty: 
menace-lnoking Jove, the grave, yet timerous 
Pan, the ſtately Pallas, or indeed any one other 
of heaven's landlords ? why is Cupid feign'd 
as a boy, but only becauſe he is an under-wit- 
ted whipſter, that neither acts nor thinks any 
thing with diſcretion ? why 1s Venus adored 
for the mirrour of beauty, but only becauſe 
ſhe and I claim kindred, ſhe being of the ſame 
complexion with my father Plutus, and there- 
fore called by Homer the Golden Goddeſs? 
beſide, ſhe imitates me in being, always a 
laughing, if either we believe the poets, or 
their near kinſmen the painters, the firſt men- 
tioning, the other drawing her conſtantly in 
that poſture. Add farther, to what deity did 
the Romans pay a more ceremonial reſpect 
than to Flora, that bawd of obſcenity ? and if 
any one ſearch the poets for an hiſtorical ac- 
count of the gods, he ſhall find them all fa- 
mous for led pranłs and debaucheries. It is 
needleſs to inſiſt upon the miſcarriages of others, 


when 
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when the leacherous intrigues of Jove himſelf 
are ſo notorious, and when the pretendedly 
chaſte Diana fo oft uncloaked her modeſty to 
run a hunting after her beloved Endimion, 
But I will ſay no more, for I will ſay no more 
for | had rather they ſhould be told of their 
faults by Momus, who was wont formerly to 
ſting them with ſome cloſe reflections, till net. 
tled by his abuſive raillery, they kicked him 
out of heaven for his ſawcineſs of daring to re- 
prove ſuch as. were beyond correction: and 
now in his baniſhment from heaven he finds 
but cold entertainment here on earth,nay, is de. 
nied all admittance into the court of princes, 
where notwithſtanding my handmaid Flattery 
finds a moſt encouraging welcome: but this 
petulant monitor being thruſt ' out; of doors, 
the gods can now more freely rant and revel, 

and take their whole ſwinge of pleaſure. Now 

the beaſtly Priapus may recreate himſelf with- 

out contradiction in Juſt and filthineſs ; now 
the ſly Mercury may, without diſcoverv,. go 

on in his thieveries, and nimble-fingered jug- 

gles; the ſooty Vulcan may now renew his 
wonted cuſtom of making the other gods 
laugh by his hopping ſo limpingly, and com- 
ing of with ſo many dry jokes, and. biting re- 
partees. Silenus, the old doting lover, to 
ſhewy his activity, may now dance a frilking 
jig, and the nymphs be at the ſame ſport na- 
ked. The goatiſh ſatyrs may make up a mer- 
ry ball, and Pan, the blind harper, may put up 
{ . his. bagpipes, and ſing bawdy catches, to which 
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the pods, eſpecially when they are almoſt 


drunk, ſhall give a moſt profound attention. 
But why would I any farther rip open and ex- 
poſe the weakneſs of the gods? a weakneſs ſo 
childiſh and abſurd, that no man can at the 
ſame time keep his countenance, and make a 
relation of it. Now therefore, like Homer's 
wonder ing muſe, I will take my leave of 
heaven, and come down again here below, 
where we ſhall find nothing happy, nay nothing 


tolerable, without my preſence and aſſtſtance. 


And in the firſt place conſider how provident- 
ly nature has took care that in all her works 
their ſhould be ſome piquant ſmack and re- 
liſh of Folly : for ſince the Stoiks define wiſdom 
to be conducted by reaſon, and folly nothing 
elle but the being hurried by paſſion, left our 
life ſhould otherwiſe have been too dull and 
nnactive, that creator, who out of clay firſt tem- 
pered and made us up, put into the compoſiti- 
on of our humanity more than a pound of paſ- 
tions to ay ounce cf reaſon; and reaſon he 
confined within the narrow cells of the brain, 
whereas he left paſſions the whole body to 
range in. Farther, he ſet up two ſturdy cham- 
pions to ſtand prepetually on the guard, that 
reaſon might make no aſſault, ſurprize, nor in- 
road : anger, which keeps its ſtation in the 


fortreſs of the heart; and luſt, which, like the 
ſigns Virgo aud Scorpio, rules the belly and 


lecret members. Againſt the forces of theſe 
two warriors how unable is reaſon to bear up 
and 


p : 
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and withſtand every day's experience does ah- 


undantly witneſs ; while, let reaſon be never 0 7 
ſo importunate in urging and reinforcing her f — 
admonitions to virtue, yet the paſſions bear all aq: 
before them, and by the leaſt offer of curb or "ſk 7 
reſtraint grow but more imperious, till reaſon WW - 
itſelf, for quietneſs fake, is forced to deſit 5e 
from. all farther remonſtrance. 1 
Bur becauſe it ſeemed expedient that man, pralle 
who was born for the tranſaction of buſineſs, ae 
ſbould have ſo much wiſdom as ſhould fit and zi; it b. 
capacitate him for the diſcharge of his du- makes 
ty herein, and yet leſt ſuch a meaſure as is re- rough 
quiſite for this purpoſe might prove too dan- 4 
gerous and fatal, I was adviſed with for aaint. 
an antidote, who preſcribed this infallible re- a 0 
ceipt of taking a wife, a creature ſo harmleſs "hi 
and filly, and yet ſo uſeful and convenient, as 3 ES 
might mollify and make pliable: the Rifneſs Ne, jag. 
and moroſe humour of man. Now that which Hy. 10 5 
made Plato doubt under what genius to rank i rl; 
woman, whether among brutes or rational . LE 
creatures, was only meant to denote the ex- . 1 
tream ſtupidneſs and Folly of that ſex? a ſex be 2 


ſo unalteably ſimple, that for any of them to their h 
thruſt forward, and reach at the name of wiſe 3 
is but to make themſelves the more remark- 
able fools, ſuch an endeavour, being but a 
ſwiming againſt the ſtream, nay, the turning 
the courſe of nature, the bare attempting 
whereof is as extravagant as the effecting of it 
is impoſſible: for as it is a trite proverb, That 
an 
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an ape abill be an aße, though clad in purple; 
ſo a woman will be a woman 1. #. a fool, what- 
ever diſguiſe ſhe takes up. And yet there is 
no reaſon women ſhould take it amiſs to be 


thus charged ; for if they do but rightly con- 
aſon le chey will find it is to Folly they are be: 


hoiden for thoſe endowments, wherein they ſo 
far ſurpaſs and excel Man, as firſt, for their un- 
parallel'd beauty, by the charm whereof they 
tyrannize over the greateſt tyrants : for what 
is it but too great a ſmatch of wiſdom that 


da- makes men fo tawny and thick-ſkinned, fo 
Aer rough and prickly-bearded, like an emblem of 
dan- inter, or old age, while women have ſuch 
for dainty. ſmooth cheeks, ſuch a low gentle voice, 
e and ſo pure a complexion, as if” nature' had 
nlels drawn them for a ſtanding pattern of afl 
t, a ß metry and comelinefs ? beſide, what greater 
fnel> or juſter aim and ambition have they than to 
e hich pleaſe their huſbands? In order whereunto they 
_ parniſh themſelves with paint, waſhes, curls, 
zona Wperfumes, and all other myſteries of ornament; 
: 727 yet after all they become acceptable to them 
en only for their Folly. Wives are always allowed 
an = their humour, yet it is only in exchange for 
ps titillation and pleaſure, which indeed are but 
nars” other names for Folly ; as none can deny, who 
"ut à Feonfider how a man muſt hug, and Candle, 
nnd End kittle, and play a hundred little tricks with 
Pet is bedfellow, when he is diſpoſed to make that 
Tha ſe of her that nature deſign'd her for. Well 
_ en, you ſee whence that greateſt pleafure (to 


| which 
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which modeſty ſcarce allows a name) ſprings 
and proceeds, a ä | 
But now ſome blood-chilled old men, that 
are more for wine than wenching, will pre 
tend, that in their opinion the greateſt happi. 
neſs conſiſts in feaſting and drinking. Grant 
it be ſo; yet certainly in the moſt luxurious 
entertainments it is Folly maſt give the ſauce 
and reliſh to the daintieſt cates and delicacies; 
fo that if there be no one of the gueſts natu- 
rally fool enough to be played upon by the 
reſt, they muſt procure ſome comical buff>on 
that by his jokes, and flouts, and blunders, ſhall 
make the-whole company ſplit themſelves with 
laughing: for to what purpole were it to be 
ſtuffed and crammed with ſo many dainty bit, 
ſavoury diſhes, and toothſome rarities, if after 
all this epicuriſm of the belly, the eycs, the 
ears, and the whole mind of man, were not a 
well foiſtred and relieved with laughing, jeiting 
and ſuch like divertiſements, which like ſecond 
courſes ſerve for the promoting of digeſtion! 
And as to all thoſe ſhooing-horns of drunken- 
neſs, the keeping every one his man, the 
throwing hey-jinks, the filling of bumper, 
the drinking two in a hand, the beginning of 


miſtreſſes healths; and then the roaring out 0 
drunken catches, the calling in a fidler, the 
leading out every one his lady to dance, and 
ſuch like riotous paſtimes, theſe were not 
taught or dictated by any of the wiſe men o 
Greece, but of Gotham rather, being my im 
| vention, 
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ErasSmus's praiſe of Folly, 25 
ention, and by me preſcribed as the beſt pre- 
ſervative of health : each of which, the more 
ridiculous it 15, the more welcome it finds. 
And indeed to jog ſleepingly through the 
world, in a 4 melancholly poſture can- 
not properly be ſaid to live, but to be wound 
up as it were in a winding-ſheet before we 
are dead, and ſo to be ſhuffled quick into a 
grave, and buried alive. | 

Bur there are yet others perhaps that have 
no guſt in this ſort of pleaſure, but place their 
oreateſt content in the enjoyment of friends, 
telling us that true friendſhip is to be preferred 
before all other acquirements; that it is a 
hing ſo uſeful and neceſſary, as the very ele- 
ments could not long ſubſiſt without a natural 
ombination ; ſo pleaſant, that it affords as 
warm an influence as the ſun itſelf ; ſo honeſt, 
if honeſty in this caſe deſerve any conſidera- 
1on,) that the very philoſophers have not 
luck to place this as one among the reſt of 
heir different ſentiments of the chiefeſt good. 
But what if I make it appear that I alſo am 
he main ſpring and original of this endear- 
nent? ves, I can eaſily demonſtrate it, and 
hat not by crabbed ſyllogiſms, or a crooked 
nd unintelligible way of arguing, but can 
ake it (as the proverb goes) as plain as the 
oſe on your face. Well then, to ſcratch and 
urry one another, to wink at a friends faults ; 
ay, to cry up ſome failings for virtuous and 
dmmendable, is not this the next door to the 
D being 
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being a fool? When one looking ſtedfaſtly i 
his miſtreſs's face, admires a mole as much x 
a beauty-{pot ; when another ſwears his lad une . 
ſtinking breath is a moſt redolent perfume; 


and at another time the fond parent hugs the Le 


ſquint-eyed child, and pretends it is ratheraiﬀſe.:1.. 
becoming glance and winning aſpect tha. he 
any blemiſh of the eye-ſight, what is all thi. w. 
but the very height of Folly ? Folly (I fay) tha alfly 


both makes friends, and keeps them fo. I|M.to 
ſpeak of mortal men only, among whom ther joht? 
are none but have ſome {mall faults ; he is mdf very 
happy that has feweſt. If we paſs to the Coban. 
we ſhall find that they have ſo much of wii. 
dom, as they have very little of friendſhip; hings 
nay, nothing of that which is true and heath nd y 

The reaſon why men make a greater impro Hence 

ment in this vertue, is only becauſe they and co 


more credulous and caſy natured; for friend TRI 
muſt be of the ſame humour and inclinations muc 
too, or elſe the league of amity, though maiMWyhich 
with never ſo many proteſtations, will be foafWnent o 
broke. Thus grave and moroſe men ſeldoſ Good 
prove faſt friends; they are too captious ¶worſe 
cenſorious, and will not bear with one anothacene m. 
infirmities; they are as eagle ſighted as meyer lig 
be in the eſpial of others faults, which the jeſting, 
wink upon themſelves, and never mind iHthe fool 
beam in their own eyes. In ſhort, man beugforwarg 
by nature ſo prone to frailties, fo humourionWiow ma 


and croſs-grain'd, and fo, guilty.of many ſi (and pet 
d miſcarriages, there could be no firm friend eming 
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ip contraſted, exeept there be ſuch an al- 
owance made for each others defaults, which 


aſtly i 
nuch 2 


s ladys the Greeks term Evi Kei, and we may con- 
rfume; Mftrue good nature, which is but an other word 
ugs tie Wor Folly. And what? Is not Cupid, that firſt 
rather: Hatcher of all relation, is not he ſtark blind, that 
7.2 as he cannot himſelf diſtinguiſh of colours, fo 
all thi 


he would make us as mope-eyed in judging 
falſly of all love-concerns, and wheedle us 
into a thinking that we are always in the 


ay) tha 
a ſo, | 


m therW-oht? Thus every Jack ſticks to his own Jill, 
> 15 molW-rery tinker eſteems his own trull, and the 
he GolWhob-nailed ſuiter prefers Joan the milk-maid 
1 of wibefore any of my lady's daughters. Theſe 
-ndſtuy things are true, and are ordinarily laughed at, 
| heartyWnd yet however ridiculous they ſeem, it is 


mproy 
they at 
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linatior 
gh mad 
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ence only that all ſocieties receive their cement 
znd conſolidation, 1 

Tae ſame which has been ſaid of friendſhip 
s much more applicable to a ſtate of marriage, 

hich is but the higheſt advance and Improve- 
ment of friendſhip in the cloſeſt bond of union. 

ood God! What frequent divorces, or 
worſe miſchief, would oft fadly happen, ex- 
cept man and wife, were fo diſcreet as to paſs 
over light occaſions of quarrel with laughing, 


nich teins, diſſembling, and ſuch like playing 
mind the fool ? nay, how few matches would go 
zan bel8Wforward, if the haſty lover did but firſt know 
nouri0how many little tricks of luſt and wantonneſs 
nany (and perhaps more groſs failings) his coy and 
m iriWcemingly baſhful miſtreſs had oft before been 


D 2 guilty 
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guilty of? And how fewer marriages, when 
conſummated, would continue happy, if the 
huſband were not either ſottiſhly inſenſible of, 
or did not purpoſely wink at and paſs over the 
lightneſs and forwardneſs of his good-natured 
wife? This peace and quietnefs is owing to my 
management, for there would otherwiſe be 
continual jarrs, and broils, and mad doings, if 
want of wit only did not at the ſame time 
make a contented cuckold and a ſtill houſe; 
if the cuckow fing at the back door, the un- 
thinking cornute takes no notice of the un- 
lucky omen of others eggs being laid in his 
own neſt, but laughs it over, kiſſes his dear 
ſpouſe, and all is well. And indeed it is much 
better paticntly to be ſuch a hen-pecked 
frigot, than alway to be wracked and tortured 
with the grating ſurmiſes of ſuſpicion and jea- 
louſy. In fine, there is no one ſociety, no one 
relation men ſtand in, would be comfortable, 
or indeed tolerable, without my aſſiſtance ; 
there could be no right underſtanding betwixt 
Prince and people, lord and ſervant, tutor and 
Pupil, friend and friend, man and wife, buyer 
and ſeller, or any perſons however otherwiſe 
related, if they did not cowardly put up ſmall 
abuſes, ſneakingly cringe and ſubmit, or after 
all fawningly ſcatch and flatter each other. 
This you will ſay is much, but you ſhall yet 
hear what is more; tell me then, can any one 
loye another that firſt hates himſelf? Is it 
likely any one ſhould agree with a friend that 
is 
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js firſt fallen out with his own judgment? or 
33 it probable he ſhould be any way pleaſing to 
another, who is a perpetual plague and trouble 
to himſelf ? This is ſuch a paradox that none 
can be ſo mad as to maintain. Well, but if I 
am excluded and barred out, every man would 
be ſo far from being able to bear with others, 
that he would be burthenſome to himſelf, and 
conſequently uncapable of any eaſe or ſatiſ- 
faction. Nature, that toward ſome of her 
products plays the ftep-mother rather than 
the indulgent parent, has endowed ſome men 
with that unhappy peeviſhneſs of diſpoſition, 
as to nauſeate and diſlike whatever is their 
own, and much admire what belongs to other 
perions, ſo as they cannot in any wiſe enjoy 
what their birth or fortunes has beſtowed upon 
them: for what grace is there in the greateſt 
beauty, if it be always clouded with frowns 
and ſullineſs ? Or what vigour in youth, if ic 
be harraſſed with a pettiſh, dogged, waſpiſh, 
ill humour ? none ſure. Nor indeed can there 
be any credible acquitment of our ſelves in any 
one ſtation of life, but we ſhould ſink without 
reſcue into miſery and deſpair, if we were not 
buoyed up and ſupported by ſelt-love, which 
is but the eldeſt ſiſter, (as it were) of Folly, 
and her own conſtant friend and aſſiſtant. For 
what is or can be more filly than to be lovers 
and admirers of our ſelves? And yet if We 
were not ſo there will be no reliſh to any of 
our words or actions. Take away this one 


on property 


30 Enasmvs's praiſe of Fol Ly. 
property of a fool, and the orater ſhall become 
as dumb and ſilent as the pulpit he ſtands in; 
the muſician ſhall hang up his untoucht inſtru- 
ments on the wall; the compleateſt actors 
ſhall be hiſſed off the ſtage; the poet ſhall be 
burleſk'd upon his own doggrel rhimes; the 
painter ſhall himſelf vaniſh into an imaginary 
landſkip; and the phyſician ſhall want food 
more than his patients do phyſick. In ſhort, 
without ſelf- love, inſtead of beautiful, you ſhall 
think your ſelf an old beldam of fourſcore ; in- 
ſtead of youthful, you ſhall ſeem juſt droping 
into the grave; inſtead of eloquent, a meer 
ſtammerer; and in lieu of gentle and com- 
plaiſant, you ſhall appear like a downright 
country clown ; it being fo neceſlary that every 
one ſhould think well of himſelf before he can 
expect the good opinion of others. Finally, 
when it is the main and eſſential part of hap- 
pineſs to deſire to be no other than what we 
already are; this expedient is again wholly 
owing to ſelf-love, which ſo fluſhes men with 
a good conceit of their own, that no one re- 
pents cf his ſhape, of his wit, of his education, 
or of his country; fo as the dirty half drown'd 
Hollander would not remove into the pleafant 
plains of Italy, the rude Thracian would not 
change his boggy ſoil for the beſt ſeat in 
Athens, nor the brutiſh Scythian quit his 
thorny deſarts to become an inhabitant of the 
fortunate iſland. And oh the incomparable 


contrivance of nature, who has ordered all 
| things 
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tuings in ſo even a method, that where-ever 
ſhe haz been leſs bountiful in her gifts, there 
ſhe makes it up with a larger doſe of ſelf-love, 
which ſupplies the former defects, and makes 
all even, To enlarge farther, I may well pre- 
ſume to aver, that there are no conſiderable 
exploits performed, no uſeful arts invented, 
but what I am the reſpective author and mana- 
ger of: as firſt, what is more lofty and heroi- 
cal than war? and yet, what is more fooliſh 
than for ſome petty, trivial affront to take ſuch _ 
a revenge as both fidesſhall be ſure to be looſers, 
and where the quarrel muſt be decided at the 
price of ſo many limbs and hves ? and when 
they come to an engagement, what ſervice can 
be done by ſuch pale-faced ſtudents, as by 
drudging at the oars of wiſdom, have ſpent all 
their ſtrength and activity? no, the only uſe 
is of blunt ſturdy fellows that have little of 
wit, and ſo the more of reſolution ;- except 
vou would make a ſoldier of ſuch another 
Demoſthenes as threw down his arms as he 
came within ſight of the enemy, and loſt that 
credit in the camp which he gained in the pul- 
pit. But counſel, deliberation and advice, 
(ſay you, ) are. very neceſſary for the manage- 
ment of war : very true, but not ſuch counſel 
as ſhall be preſcribed by the ſtrict rules of wiſ- 
dom and juſtice ; for a battle ſhall be more 
ſucceſſively fought by ſerving-men, porters, 
bailiffs, padders, rogues, goal-birds, and ſuch 
like tag-rags of n=: than by the moſt ac- 


com 
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compliſhed philoſophers ; which laſt, how m. No demi 


happy they are in the management of ſuch{ould g 
concerns, Socrates (by the oracle adjudged HTheoph 
be the wiſeſt of mortals) is a notable example; Meginnin 
who when he appeared in the attempt of ſone ruck d- 
publick performance before the people, he hoſt, o 
faultred in the firſt onſet, and could never fe. Hul and 


orick, ) 
o ſpeak 
Roman 
deeches 
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perfect ( 
abius « 


cover himſelf, but was houted and hiſſed home 
again: yet this philoſopher was the leſs a foo, 
for refuſing the appellation of wiſe, and not ac. 
cepting the oracle's complement ; as alſo for 
adviſing that no philoſophers ſhould have any 
hand in the government of the commonwealtly 
hs ſhould have likewiſe at the ſame time, ad. 


ded, that they ſhould be baniſhed all human argu: 
ſociety. And what made this great man poi f the 
fon himſelf to prevent the malice of hi{eredit : b 
accuſers ? what made him the inſtrument of@Þlainly « 
his own death, but only his exceffivencſs o mpedim 
wiſdom ? whereby, while he was ſearching in{Wftair ? h. 
to the nature of clouds, while he was ploddingMrink ii 
and contemplating upon ideas while he words, 
exerciſing his geometry upon the meaſure of aſiſſhe deliv 
flea, and diving into the receſſes of nature, for Now 1 
an account how little inſects, when they werWp, that 
ſo ſmall, could make ſo great a buz and hum; where 
while he was intent upon theſe fooleries h or kin 


minded nothing of the world, or its ordinaryþ far fro; 


concerns. iſtorians 
NexT to Socrates comes his ſcholar Plat nd no 
a famous orator indeed, that could be ſo daſh-Wore ſa: 


ed out of countenaee by an illiterate rabble, »}miniſtr; 


(0 
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o demur, and hawk, and hefitate, before he. 


v un. 
ſuchould get to the end of one ſhort ſentence. 
ed ol beophraſtus was ſuch another coward, who 
nple-MWecginning to make an oration, was preſently 


ruck down with fear, as if he had been ſome 
hoſt, or hobgoblin. Iſocrates was ſo baſh- 
ul and timerous, that though he taught rhe- 


ſome 
e, he 
er fe- 


home orick, yet he could never have the confidence 
fooh o ſpeak in publick, Cicero, that maſter of 
ot a. Noman eloquence, was wont to begin his. 
o forepecches with a low quivering voice, juſt like 
e an {chool-boy, afraid of not ſaying his leſſon 
ealthyMWcrfe&t enough to eſcape whipping : and yet 
„ ad: abius commends this property of Tully as 


n argument of a conſiderate orator, ſenſible 
f the difficulty of acquitting himſelf with 
redit : but what hereby does he do more than 


uman 
1 poi. 


f his 


ent HPlainly confeſs that wiſdom is but a rub and 
ſs ofſRmpediment to the well managment of any 

12 in-Wfair ? how would theſe heroes crouch, and 

ddingbrink into nothing, at the ſight of drawn 

e walwords, that are thus quaſhed and ſtunned at 

e of aMhe delivery of bare words? 

e, ſœ Now then let Plato's fine ſentence be cried 

werlWp, that“ happy are thoſe commonwealths 

hum where either philoſophers are elected kings, 

es he or kings turn philoſophers.” Alas, this is 


far from being true, that if we conſult all 
iſtorians for an account of paſt ages, we ſhall 
nd no princes more weak, nor any people 
ore ſlaviſh and wretched, than where the 
uminiſtration of affairs fell on the _—_— 
0 


linan 


Plato, 
daſh- 
le, 3 

(0 
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of ſome learned bookiſh governour. Of the 
truth whereof, the two Cato's are exemplary 
inſtances : the firſt of which embroiled the city, 
and tired out the ſenate by his tedious 
harrangues of defending himſelf, and accuſing 
others; the younger was an unhappy occaſion 
of the loſs of the peoples liberty, while by im- 
proper methods he pretended to maintain it. 
To theſe may be added Brutus, Ceflius, the 
two Gracchi, and Cicero himfelf, who was no 
leſs fatal to Rome, than his parallel Demoſ:- 
henes was to Athens: as likewiſe Marcus 
Antoninus, whom we may allow to have been 


a good emperor, yet the leſs ſuch for his being 


a philoſopher ; and certainly he did not do 
half that kindneſs to his empire by his own 
prudent management of affairs, as he did 
miſchief by leaving fuch a degenerate ſucceſſor 
as his ſon Commodus proved to be, but it is x 
common obſevation, that A wiſe father har 
many times a fooliſh ſon, nature ſo contriving it, 
left the taint of wiſdom, like hereditary 
diſtempers, ſhould otherwiſe deſcent by pro- 
_ Thus Tully's ſon Marcus, though 

red at Athens, proved but a dull, inſipid 
ſoul ; and Socrates his children had (as one in- 
geniouſly expreſſes it) “more of the mother 
ce than the father,” a phraſe for their being 
fools. - However, it were the more excuſeable, 
though wiſe men are ſo awkward and unhandy 
in the ordering of publick affairs, if they were 
not as bad, or worſe in the 9 
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their ordinary and domeſtick concerns; but 
alas, here they are much to ſeek: for place a 
formal wiſe man at a feaſt, and he ſhall, either 
by his moroſe ſilence put the whole table out 
of humour, or by his frivolous queſtions dif- 
oblige and tire out all that fit near him. Call 
him out to dance, and he ſhall move no 
more nimbly than a camel: invite him to any 

ublick performance, and by his very looks 
he ſhall damp the mirth of all the ſpectators, 
and at laſt be forced, like Cato, to leave the 
theatre, becauſe he-cannot unſtarch his gravity, 
nor put on a more pleaſant countenance. If 
he engaged in any diſcourſe, he either breaks 
off abruptly, or tires out the patience of the 
whole company, if he goes on : if he have any 
contract, ſale, or purchaſe to make, or any 
other worldly buſineſs to tranſact, he behaves 
himſelf more like a ſenſcleſs ſtock than a 
rational man; ſo as he can be of no nſe nor ad- 


vantage to himſelf, to his friends, or to his 


country ; becauſe he knows nothing how the 
world goes, and is wholly unacquainted with 
the humour of the vulgar, who cannot but have 
a perſon ſo diſagrecing in temper from them- 
ſelves. : | 

Arp indeed the whole proceedings of the 
world are nothing but one continued ſcene of 
Folly, all the actors being equally fools and 
mad-men; and therefore it any be ſo pragmati- 


cally wiſe as to be ſingular, he muſt even turn 


a ſecond Timon, or man-hater, and by retiring © 
| into 
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into ſome unfrequented deſart, become a recluk 
from all mankind 

Bor to return to what J firſt propoſed, what 
was it in the infancy of the world that made 
men naturally ſavage, unite into civil ſocieties, 
but only flattery, one of my chiefeſt virtues? 
for there is nothing elſe meant by the fable; 


moſt | 
a neu 
more 
this | 
who it 
they 
{ucceill 


of Amphion and Orpheus with their harps; WI 
the firſt making the ſtones jump into a well. M cod 
built wall, the other inducing the trees to pull I well in 
their legs out of the ground, and dance the ¶ tended 
morrice after him. What was it that quieted brough 
and appeaſed the Roman people, when they deſigns 
brake out into a riot for the redreſs of grie-M,..;+ fl 
vances ? was it any finewy, ſtarched oration ! N hut on 
no, alas, it was only a filly, ridiculous ſtory, Mme bi 
told by Meneius Agrippa, how the other ing bel 
members of the body quarrelled with the belly, one, th 
relolving no longer to continas her drudging Hthe gan 
caterers, till by the penance they, thought thu ¶ been a 
in revenge to impoſe, they ſoon found their platter. 
own ſtrength ſo far diminiſhed, that- paying made h 
the coſt of experiencing a miſtake, they will Nrance v 
-ingly returnedto their reſpective duties. Thus, ſetting 
when the rabble of Athens murmured at the e HMorſes t: 
action of the magiſtrates, Themiſtocles ſatisfed ul, tu 
them with ſuch another tale of the fox, and the nuch t 
hedge-hog; the firſt whereof being ſtuck fal bon per 
in a miry bog, the flies came ſwarming about Ix sr. 
him, and almoſt ſucked: out all his blood, the ing Ni 
latter officiouſly offers bis ſervice to drive them Io obedi 
away; no, ſays the fox, if theſe, which are al- ig by x 


moſt 


eluſe 


37 
moſt glutted be frighted off, there will come 
a new hungry ſet that will be ten times 
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what Wl more greedy and devouring: the moral of 
made Wl this he meant applicable to the people, 
eties, ¶ who if they had ſuch magittrates removed as 
ues ' ¶ they complained: of for extortion, yet their 
ables Wl ſucceſſors: would certainly be worſe. 

arps; Wirn what higheſt advances of policy 
well. could Sertorius have kept the Barbarians fo 
> pull N well in awe, as by a white hart, which he pre- 
e the tended was preſented to him by Diana, and 
ietel I brought him intelligence of all his enemies 
they I deſigns? what was 3 his grand argu- 
gie. ment for demonſtrating the force of education, 
tion! N but only the bringing out two whelps of the 
ſtory, N ſame bitch, differently brought up, and plac- 
other ing before them a diſh, and a live hare ; the 
belly, one, that had been brec to hunting, ran after 
ea the game; while the other, whoſe kennel had 
t thus 


their 


been a kitchen, preſently fell a licking the 


el platter. Thus the before- mentioned Sertorius 
aying made his ſoldiers ſenſible that wit and contri- 
will. Nrance would do more than bare ſtrength, by 
Thus, ſetting a couple of men to the plucking of two 
ie ex yorſes tails ; the firſt pulling at all in one hand- 
tisfied ul, tugged in vain, while the other, though. 
id the nuch the weaker, ſnatching off one by one, 
ck tal bon performed his appointed taſk. . 
about IxsraxcESs of like nature are Minos and 
d, the ing Numa, both which fooled the people in- 
wr 0 obedience by a meer cheat and juggle; the. 
ure al. ; 


moſt it by pretending he = adviſed by * 
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the latter by making the vulgar believe he had 


the goddeſs Ægeria aſſiſtant to him in all de. 
| bates and tranfactions. And indeed it is by 
ſuch wheedles that the common people are bet 
gulled and 4mpoſed upon. — 
Fon farther, what city would ever ſubmit to 
the rigorous laws of Plato, to the ſevere in- 
junctions of Ariſtotle ? or the more unpradtic- 
able tenets of Socrates 2 no, theſe would have 
been too ftreight and gauling, there not being 
allowance enough made for the infirmities of the 
people. | f 
To paſs to another head, what was it made 
the Decii fo forward to offer themſelves up as a 
facrifice for an atonement to the angry gods, to 
reſcue and ſtipulate for their indebted country? 
War made Curtius, on a like occaſion, 
ſo deſperately to throw away his life, but only 


vain-glory, that is condemned, and unanimouſ 


ly voted for a main branch of Folly of all wiſe 
men ? what is more unreaſonable and foppiſh, 
(fay they) than for any man, out of ambition to 
ſome office, to bow, and ſcrape, and cringe 
to the gaping rabble, to purchaſe their favour 
by bribes and donatives, to have their names 
cryed up in the ſtreets, to be carried about as 
it were for a fine ſight upon the ſhoulders of 
the crowd, to have their effiges carved in braſs, 
and put up in the marker place for a monument 
of there popularity? add to this, the affectation 
of new titles and diſtinctive bages of honour; 
nay, the very deifying of ſuch as were 4 
0 mo 
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moſt bloody tyrants. Theſe ate ſo extreamly 
ridiculous, that there is need of more than one 
Democritus to laugh at them. And yet hen e 
only have been occaſioned thoſe memorable 
atchievements of heroes, that have ſo much 
employed the pens of many laborious wri- 
ters. 

Ir is Folly that, in a ſeveral dreſs, governs 
cities, appoints magiſtrates, and ſupports ju- 
dicatures; and in ſhort, makes the whole 
courſe of man's bfe a meer childrens play, and 
worſe than puſh-pin diverſion. The invention 
of all arts and ſciences are likewiſe owing to the 
ſame cauſe : for what ſedentary, thoughtful 
men would have beat their brains in the ſearch 
of new and unheard-of myſteries, if not egged 
on by the bubbling hopes of credit and repu- 
tation ? they think a little glittering flaſh of 
vain-glory is a ſufficient reward for all their 
ſweat, and toil, and tedious drudgery, white 
they that are ſuppoſedly more fooliſh, reap 
advantage of the others labours. 

AND now ſince I have made good my title 
to valour and induſtry, what if I challenge an 
equal ſhare of wiſdom ? how ! this (you will 
ſay) is abſurd and contradictory; the eaſt and 
weit may as ſoon ſhake hands as Folly and 
Wiſdom be reconciled. Well, but have a lit- 
tle patience and I will warrant you I will make 
out my claim. Furſt then, if wiſdom (as muſt 
be confeſſed) is no more than a readineſs of do- 
ing gcod,and an expedite method of becoming 
ſerviceable 
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ſerviceable to the world, to whom does this 


vertue more properly belong ? to the wiſe 
man, who partly out of modeſty, partly out of 
cowardice, can proceed reſolutely in no at- 
tempt; or to the fool, that goes hand over head, 
leaps before he looks; and fo ventures through 
the moſt hazardous undertaking without any 

ſenſe or proſpect of danger. In the undertak- 
ing any enterprize the wiſe man ſhall run to 
conſult with his books, and doze himſelf with 
poring upon muſty authors, while the diſpatch- 
ful fool ſhall ruſh bluntly on, and have done 
the buſineſs, while the other is thinking of it, 
For the two greateſt lets and impediments to 
the iflue of any performance are modeſty, 


which caſts a miſt before mens eyes, and fear, 


which makes them ſhrink back, and recede 
from any propoſal : both theſe are baniſhed 
and caſhiered by Folly, and in their ſtead ſuch 
a habit of fool hardineſs introduced, as mig hti- 
ly contributes to the ſucceſs of all enter- 
prizes. N 

FARTHER, if you will have wiſdom taken 
in the other 18 of being a right judgment 
of things, you ſhall ſee how ſhort wite men 
fall of it in this acceptation. 

FirsT then, it is certain that all things, like 
ſo many Janus's, carry a double face, or rather 
bear a falſe aſpect, moſt things being really in 
themſelves far different from what they are in 
appearance to others: fo as that which at 
firſt bluſh proves alive, is in truth dead; and 
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they appeared to ſtand in. 


Ir this ſeem tco darkly and unintelligibly 
expreſſed I will explain it by the familiar in- 
ſtance of ſome great king or prince, whom 


every one ſhall ſuppoſe to ſwim in the luxur 


of wealth, and to be a powerful lord and maſ- 
ter, when, alas, on the one hand he has pover- 


ty of ſpirit enough to make him a meer beg- 
gar, and on the other ſide he is worſe than 
a galley-ilave to his own luſts and paſſions. 

Ir I had a mind farther to expatiate, I 
could enlarge upon ſeveral inſtances of like 
nature; but this one may at preſent ſuffice. 

WEL1., but what is the meaning (will ſome 
ſay) of all this? why, obſerve the application. 
If any one in a play-houſe be ſo impertinent 
and rude as to riff the actors of their borrowed 
chaths, make them lay down the character 
aſſumed, and force them to return to their na- 
ked ſelves, would not ſuch a one wholly diſ- 
compoſe and ſpoil the entertainment ? and 
would he not deſerve to be hiſſed and thrown 


ſtones at till the pragmatical fool could learn 


better manners? for by ſuck a diſturbance the 
| 1 whole 
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that again which appears as dead, at a nearer 
review ſeems to be alive: beautiful ſeems 28 
le, 
proſperous paſſes for unlucky, friendly for what 
is moſt oppoſite, and innocent for what is 
hurtful and pernicious. In ſhort, if we change 
the tables, all things are found palced in a 
quite different poſture from what juſt before 
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whole ſcene will be altered: ſuch as acted the 
men will perhaps appear to be women: he 
that was dreſſed up for a young briſk lover, wil 
be found a rough old fellow ; and he that repre- 
ſented a king, will remain but a mean ordinary 
ſerving-man. The laying things thus open is 
a marring all the ſport, which conſiſts only in 
counterfe xt and diſguiſe, Now the world is no- 
thing elſe but ſuch another comedy, where 
every one in the tire-room 1s firſt habited 
ſaitably to the part he is to act; and as it 1s 
ſucce ſſively their turn, out they come on the 
ſtage, Where he that now perſonates a prince, 
| ſhall in another part of the ſame play alter his 
dreſe, and become a beggar, all things bein 
in a mafk and paticular diſguiſe, or Tana 
the play could never be preſented. Now if 
there ſhould ariſe any ſtarched, formal don, 
that would point at the ſeveral actors, and tell 
how this, that ſeems a petty god, is in ruth 
worſe than a brute, being made captive to the 
tyranny of paſſion ; that the other, wo bean 
the character of a king, is indeed the moſt fla- 
viſh of ſerving-men, in being ſubje to the 
maſterſhip of luſt and fenfuality ; that a third, 
who vaunts ſo much of his pedigree, is 10 
better than a baſtard for depenerating from 
virtue, which ought to be of greateſt confidets 
tion in heraldry, and ſo ſhall go on in expoſing 
all the reſt ; would not any one think ſuch! 
perſon quite frantick, and ripe for bedlam! 
for as nothing is more ſilly than * 
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wiſdom, ſo is there nothing more indiſcreet 
than an unſeaſonable reproof. And therefore 
he is to be houted out of all ſociety that will 
not be pliable, conformable, and willing to 
ſuit his humour with other mens, remembring 
the law of clubs and meetings, that he wko 
will not do as the reſt muſt get him out of the 
company. And it is certainly one great degree of 
wiſdom for every one to conſider that he is but 
a man, and therefore he ſhould not pitch. his 
ſoaring thoughts beyond the level of mortality, 
but imp the wings of his towerinz ambition, 
and obligingly ſubmit and condeſcend to the 
weakneſs of others, it being many times a 
piece of complaiſance to go out of the road for 
company's ſake. No, (ſay you) this is a grand 
piece of Folly : true, but yet all our living is 
no more than ſuch kind of fooling : which 
though it may ſeem harſh to aſſert, yet it is 

not ſo ſtrange as true. | | 
For the 404 making it out it might per- 
haps be requiſite ſo invoke the aid of the 
muſe, to whom the poets devoutly apply 
themlelves upon far mere flender occahons. - 
Come then and aſſiſt, ye Heliconian laſſes, 
while I attempt to prove that there is no me- 
thod for an arrival to wiſdom, and conſequently 
no tract to the goal of happineſs, without the 
inſtructions and directions of Folly. | 

Arp here, in the firſt place, it has been al- 

ready acknowledged, that all the paſſions are 
Lited under my regiment, ſince this is reſolved 
| to 


— 
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to be the only diſtinction betwixt a wiſe mana 


a fool, that this latter is governed by 5 
the other guided by reaſon : and therefe re the 
Stoicks look upon paſſions no other than 
the infection and malady of the ſoul that difor. 
ders the conſtitution of the whole man, and by 
putting the ſpirits into a feavouriſh ferment, 
many times occaſion ſome mortal diſtemper, 
And yet theſe, however decried, are not only 
our tutors to inſtruc us toward the attainment 
of wiſdom, but even bolden us likewiſe, and 
ſpur us on to a quicker diſpatch of all our under- 
takings. This, I ſuppoſe, will be ſtomached 
by the ſtoical Seneca, who pretends that the 
only emblem of wiſdom 1s the man without 
_ whereas the ſuppoſing any perſon to 

ſo, is perfectly to unman him, or elſe tranſ. 
forming him into ſome fabulous deity that never 
was, nor ever will be; nay, to ſpeak more plain, 
it is but the making him a meer ſtatue, im- 
moveable, ſenſſeſs, and altogether unactive. 
And if this be their wiſe man, let them take 
him to themſelves, and remove him into Pla- 
to's commonwealth, the new Atlantis, or ſome 
other- like fairy-land. For who would not hate 
and avoid ſuch a perſon as ſhould be deaf to 
all the dictates of common ſenſe ? that ſhovld 
have no more of love or pity than a block cr 
ſtone, that remains heedleſs of all dangers ! 
that thinks he can never miſtake, but can fore- 
ſee all contingencies at the greateſt diſtance, 
and make proviſion for the worſt pre ſages? 
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hat feeds upon himſelf, and his own 
thoughts ? that monopolizes health, wealth, 


power, dignity, and all to himſelf ? that loves 
no man, nor is beloved of any? that has the 
Impudence to tax even divine providence of 


Il contrivance, and proudly grudges, nay, 
ramples under foot all other mens reputation ? 


and this is he that is the Stoick's compleat 


viſe man. But prithee what city would 
huſe ſuch a magiſtrate? what army would 
de willing to ſerve under ſuch a commander? 
yr what woman would be content with ſuch a 
lo-little huſband ? Who would invite ſuch a 
pueſt? or what fervant would be retained by 
nch a maſter ? The moſt illiterate mechanick 
xould in all reſpects be a more acceptable 
jan, who would be frolickſome with his 
vife, free with his friends, jovial at a feaft, 
liable in converſe, and obliging to all compa- 
y. But I am tired out with this part of 
y ſubject, and ſo muſt paſs to ſome other 

picks. 5 | 
Axp now were any one placed on that tow- 

r, from whence Jove is fancied by the poets 
o ſurvey the world, he would all around dif- 
ern how many grievances and calamities vur 
hole life 1s on every ſide encompaſſed with : 
ow unclean our birth, how troubleſome our 
endance in the cradle, how liable out cnild- 
ood is to a thouſand misfortunes, how toil- 
me and full of drudgery our riper years, how ]. 
cavyy and uncomfortable our old age, and 
laſtly, | 
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laſtly, how unwelcome the unavoidableneſ; of 
death. Farther, in every courſe of life' hoy 
many wrecks there may be of torturing dil. 
eaſes, how many unhappy accidents may ca. 
ſually occur, how many unexpected diſaſten 
may ariſe, and what ſtrange alterations may 
one moment produce? not to mention {uch 
miſeries as men are mutually the cauſe of 
as poverty, impriſonment, ſlander, reproach, 
revenge, treachery, malice, couſenage, deceit, 
and ſo many more, as to reckon them all would 


be as puzzlling arithmetick as the numbering; 


of the fands. | 


How mankind became environed with ſuch 


hard circumſtances, or what deity impoſed 


| theſe plagues, as a penance on rebellious mor. 


tals, I am not now at leiſure to enquire : but 
whoever ſeriouſly takes them into conſideration 
he muſt needs commend the valour of the 
Mileſian virgins, who voluntarily killed them. 
ſelves to get rid of a troubleſome world: and 
how many wiſe men have took the ſame 
courſe of becoming their own executioners; 
among whom, not to mention Diogenes, 
Xenocrates, Cato, Caffius, Brutus, and cther 
heroes, the ſelf-denying Chiron is never 
enough to be commended; who, when he wa 
offered by Apollo the priviledge of being er 
empted from death, and living on to the 
worlds end, he refuſed the enticing propoſal, 
as deſervedly, thinking it a puniſhment rather 
than reward, ds 
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47 
Bur if all were thus wiſe you ſee how ſoon 
he world would be unpeopled, and what need 
bere wauld be of a ſecond Prometheus, to 
o plaiſter up the decayed image of man- 


ind. I therefore come and ſtand in this 


ap of danger, and prevent farther miſ- 


jef; partly by ignorance, partly by in- 
dvertence; by the oblivion of whatever 
ould be grating to remember, and the hopes 
f whatever n ay be grateful to expect, toge- 


her palliating all griefs with an intermixture 


f pleaſure ; whereby I make men fo far from 
ing weary of their lives, that when their 
read is ſpun to its full length, they are yet un- 
illing to die, and mighty hardly brought to 
ake their laſt farewel of their friends. Thus 
dme decrepit old fellows, that look as hollow 
s the grave into which they are falling, that 
tle in the throat at every word they ſpeak, 
at can eat no meat but what is tender enough 
h ſuck, that have more hair on their beard 
an they have on their head, and go ſtoop- 
g toward the duſt they muſt ſhortly retura 
, whoſe ſkin ſeems already dreſt into parch- 
ent, and their bones ready dried to a ſkele- 
dn ; theſe ſhadows of men ſhall be wonderful 
bitious of living longer, and therefore fence 
f the attacks of death with all imaginable, 
ghts and impoſtures: one ſhall new dye his 
ey hairs, for fear their colour ſhould betray 
sage; another ſhall ſpruce himſelf up in a 
ht periwig ; a third ſhall repair the loſs 
his teeth with an ivory ſet; and a fourth 


perhaps 


7 
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perhaps ſhall fall deeply in love with, a young 
girl, and accordingly court her with as much 
of gaiety and briſkneſs as the livelieſt ſpark u 
the whole town: and we canot but knoy, 
that for an old man to marry a young wik 
without a portion, to be a cooler to other men 
luſt, is grown ſo common, that it is becom: 
the alamode of the times. And what is yet 
more comical, you ſhall have ſome wrinkle 
old wemen, whoſe very looks are a ſufficient 
antidote to leachery, that ſhall be canting out, 
Ab life is a ſautet thing, and ſo run a catter. 
wawling, and hire fome ſtrong backed ſtallions 
to recover their almoſt loſt ſenſe of feeling; 
. and to ſet themſelves off the better, they ſhall 
paint and dawb their faces, always ſtand: 
_ tricking up themſelves at their looking-glak | 
go naked-necked, bare-breaſted, be tickled ata | 
{mutty jeſt, dance among the young girls, write : 
love-letters, and do all the other little knack, | 
of decoying hot-blooded ſuitors ; and in the 
mean while, however they are, laught at, they 
enjoy themſelves to the full, live up to ther 
hearts deſire, and want for nothing that may 
compleat their happineſs. As for thoſe that 
think them herein ſo ridiculous, I would haue 
them give an ingenuous anſwer to this one 
query, whether if folly or hanging were lei 
to their choice, they had not much rather live 
like fools, than die like dogs ? but what mat 
ter is it if theſe things are reſented by the vil 
gar? their ill word is no injury to fools, wit 
are 
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 -ErasmuUs's praiſe of FolLY. 49 
ace either altogether inſenſible of any affront, 
or at leaſt lay it not much to heart, If they 
were knocked on the head, or had their brains 
daſhed out, they would have ſome cauſe to 
complain; but alas, ſlander, calumny and diſ- 
grace, are no other way injurious than as they 
are interpreted; nor otherwiſe evil, than as 
they are thought to be ſo : what harm is it then 
If all perſons deride and ſcoff you, if you bear 
but up in your own thoughts, and be your 
elf throughly conceited of your deſerts ? and 
prithee, why ſhould it be thought any 
ſcandal to be a fool, ſince the being ſo is one 
part of our nature and eſſence; and as ſo, our not 
being wiſe can no more reaſonably be imputed 
as a fault, than it would be proper to laugh at 
man becauſe he cannot fly in the air like 
birds and fowls; becauſe he goes not on all 
four as beaſts of the field ; becauſe he does not 
ear a pair of viſible horns as a creſt on his 
forehead, like bulls or ſtags : by the ſame fi- 
gure we may call a horſe unhappy, becauſe he 
as never taught his grammar; and an ox 
miſerable,for 4 he never learnt to fence: bur 
ſure as a horſe for not knowing a letter is 
never the leſs valuable, ſo a man, for being a 
fool, is never the more unfortunate, it being 
dy nature and providence fo ordained for each. 
Ar, but (ſay our patrons of wiſdom) the 
nowledge of arts and ſciences is purpoſely at- 
ainable b men, that the defect of natural 


arts may be ſupplied by the help of acquired: 
vs if it were probable that nature, which had 
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of logick, when they were too wiſe to ent 
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been ſo exact and curious in the mechaniſn q 
flowers, herbs and flies, ſhould have bunglel 
moſt in her maſter- piece, and made man 3 
were by halves, to be afterward poliſhed a 
refined by his own induſtry, in the attainmey 
of ſuch ſciences as the /Egyptians feignel 
were invented by their god Theuth, a ; 
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ing ſo far from augmenting their happineſ, 
that they do not anſwer that end they wen 


of memory, as Plato in his Phædrus does v. olden 
tily obſerve. io mo! 
iſe inv 


Ix the firſt golden age of the world then 
was no need of theſe perplexities ; there v 
then no other ſort of learning but what . 
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V. hile ( 
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uſe could there have been of grammar, whe 
all men ſpoke the ſame mother-tongue, ay 
aimed at no higher pitch of oratory, than b- 
ly to be underſtood by each other? what net 


into any difpute ? or what occaſion for rhet 
rick, where no difference aroſe to require a 
laborious deciſions ? and as little reaſon | 

they to be tied up by any laws, ſince the dr 
tates of nature and common morality were 

ftraint, and obligation ſufficient : and as 1 
all the myſteries of providence, they ma 
them rather the object of their wonder, th 
of their curioſity ; and therefore were not 


Ind in 
onſidenc 
e great 
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reſumptuous as to dive into the depths of 


ature, to labour for the ſolving all phænome- 
2's in aſtronomy, or to wrack their brain in 


niſm d 
unglel 
an as | 


L. he ſplitting of entities, and unfolding the niceſt 
2 1 peculations, judging it a crime for any man 

de eim at what is put beyond the reach of his 
Ori allow apprehenſion. | i | 
pin " Thus was ignorance, in the infancy of the 


orld, as much the parent of happineſs as it 
as been ſince of devotion : but as ſoon as the 
olden age began by degrees to degenerate 
to more droſſy metals, then were arts like- 
riſe invented; yet at firſt but few in number, 
d thoſe rarely underſtood, till in farther pro- 
eſs of time the ſuperſtition of the Chaldeans, 
nd the curioſity of the Grecians, ſpawned ſo 
any ſubtilties, that now it is ſcarce the work 
fan age to be thoroughly acquainted with all 
he criticiſms in grammar only. And among 
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mu | the ſeveral Arts, thoſe are proportionably 
a * oft eſteemed of that come neareſt to weax- 
„ ems and folly. For thus divines may bite 


eir nails, and naturaliſts may blow their fing- 
rs, aſtrologers may know their own fortune is 
o be poor, and the logician may ſhut his fiſt, 
nd graſp the wind. 
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the di | | 

veren Mbile all theſe hard-named fellbaus cannot make 
| as of So great a figure as à fingle quack. | 
Bo 


Ind in this profeſſion, thoſe that have moſt 
onfidence, though leaſt ſkill, ſhall be ſure of 
e greateſt cuſtom; and indeed this whole 
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art as it is now practiſed, is but one in. 
1 compound of craſt and impo- 
ure. 1 | | 

Nxxr to the phyſician comes (he, who per- 
haps will commence a ſuit with me for not 
being placed before him, I mean) the lawyer, 
who is ſo filly as to be igncramus to a proverb, 
and yet by ſuch are all difficulties reſolved, 
all controverſies determined, and all ' affairs 
managed ſo much to their own advantage, 
that they get thoſe eſtates to themſelves which 
they are employed to recover for their clients: 
while the poor divine in the mean time ſhall 
have the lice crawl upon his thread-bare gown, 
before, by all his ſweat and drudgery, he can 
get money enough to purchaſe a new one, 
As thoſe arts therefore are moſt advantageous 
to. their reſpective profeſſors which are fartheſt 
diſtaut from wiſdom, ſo are thoſe perſons in- 
comparably moſt happy that have leaſt to do 
with any at all, but jog on in tke common 
road of nature, which will never miſlead us, 
except we voluntarily leap over thoſe bounda- 
ries which ſhe has cautiouſly ſet to our finite 
beings. Nature glitters moſt in her own plain, 


homely garb, and then gives the greateſt 


luſtre when ſhe is unſullied from all artificial 

garniſh. | a 
Tavs if we inquire into the ſtate of all 
dumb creatures, we ſhall find theſe fare beſt 
that are left to nature's conduct: as to inſtance 
in bees, what is more to be admired than the 
EE induſtry 
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induſtry and contrivance of theſe little animals? 
what architect could ever form ſo curious a 
ſtructure; as they give a model of in their 
unimitable combs ? what kingdom can be 
governed with better diſcipline than they 
exactly obferve in. their reſpective hives ? 
while the horſe, by turning a rebel to nature, 
and becoming a ſlave to man, undergoes the 
worſt of tyranny : he is ſometimes ſpurred on 
to battle ſo long till he draw his guts after him 
for frapping, and at laſt falls down, and bites 
the ground inſtead of graſs ; not to mention the 
penalty of his jaws being curbed, his tail 

docked, his back wrung, his ſides ſpur-galled, 
his cloſe impriſonment in a ſtable, his rapſhin 
and fetters when he runs a graſs, and a great 
many other plagues, which he might have a- 
voided, if he had kept to that firſt ſtation of 
freedom which nature placed him in. How 
much more deſirable is the unconfined range 
of flies and birds, who living by inſtinct, would 
want nothing to compleat their happineſs, if. 
ſome well-employed Domitian would not per- 
ſecute the former, nor the ſly fowler lay ſnares 
and gins for the intrapping of the other? And 
if young birds, before their unfledged wings 
can carry them from their neſts, are caught, 
and pent up in a cage, for the being taught to 
fing, or whiſtle, all theirnew tunes make not 
half ſo ſweet muſick as their wild notes, and 
natural melody: ſo much does that which 3s 


but rough-drawn by nature furpaſs and excel 
F 3 all 
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all the additional paint and varniſh of art. And 


we cannot ſure but commend and admire that 
Pythagorean cock, which (as Lucian relates) 
had been ſucceſſively a man, a woman, a prince, 
a ſubject, a fiſh, a horſe, and a frog; after al 
his experience he ſummed up his judgment in 
this cenſure, that man was the moſt wretched 
and deplorable of all creatures, all other pa- 
tiently grazing within the encloſures of nature, 
while man only broke out, and ftrayed beyond 
thoſe ſafer limits, which he was juſtly confined 
to. And Gryllus is to be adjudged wiſer than 


the much-counſelling Ulyſſes, in as much as 


when by the inchantment of Circe he had been 
turned into a hog, he would not lay down his 
ſwiniſhneſs, nor ſorſake his beloved ſtie, to run 
the peril of a hazardous voyage. For a farther 
confirmation whereof I have the authority of 
Homer, that captain of all poetry, who, as he 
gives to mankind in general, the epithet of 
wretched and unhappy, ſo he beftows in par- 
ticular upon Ulyſſes the title of miſerable, 
which he never attributes to Paris, Ajax, 
Achilles, or any other of the commanders; 
and that for this reaſon, becauſe Ulyſſes was 
more crafty, cautious, and wiſe, than any of 

the reſt. : 
As thoſe therefore fall ſhorteſt of happineſ 
that reach higheſt at wiſdom, meeting with the 
greater repulſe for ſoaring beyond the boun- 
Caries of their nature, and without remem- 
bring themſelves to be but men, like the _ 
| angels 
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angels, daring them to vie with omnipotence, 
and giant-like ſcale heaven with the engines 
of their own brain; ſo are thoſe moſt exalted 
in the road of bliſs that degenerate neareſt into 
brutes, and quietly diveſt themſelves of all uſe 
and exerciſe of reaſon. 

Axpo this we can prove by a familiar in- 


ſtance. As namely, can there be any one ſort 


of m2n that enjoy themſelves better than thoſe 
which we call ideots, changelings, fools and 
naturals? It may perhaps ſound harſh, but 
upon due confideration it will be found abun- 
dantly true, that theſe perſons 1n all circum- 
ſtances fare beſt, and live moſt comfortably : 
as firſt, they are void of all fear, which is a very 
great priviledge to be exempted from; they 
are troubled with no remorſe, nor pricks of 
conſcience ; they are not frighted with any 
bugbear ſtories of another world; they ſtartle 
not at the fancied appearance of ghoſts, or ap- 
paritions; they are not wracked with the 
dread of impending miſchiefs, nor bandied 
with the hopes of any expected enjoyment : 
in ſhort, they are unaſſaulted by all thoſe 
legions of cares that war againſt the quiet of 
rational ſouls; they are aſhamed of nothing, 
fear no man, baniſh the uneaſineſs of ambition, 
envy, and love; and to add the reverſion of a. 
future happineſs to the enjoyment of a preſent 
one, they have no fin neither to anſwer for: 
divines unanimouſly maintaining, that a groſs 
and unavoidable ignorance does not only ex- 
Es tenuate 
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tenuate and abate from the aggravation, by 
wholly expiate the guilt of any immortality, 
Com now then as many of you as challenge 
the reſpe& of being accounted wife, ingeny. 
ouſly confeſs how many inſurrections of rebel. 
lious thoughts, and pangs of a labouring mind, 
ye are perpetually thrown and tortured with; 
reckon up all thoſe inconveniences that you 
are unavoidably ſubje& to, and then tell me 
whether fools, by being exempted from all theſe 
embroilments, are not infinitely more free and 
happy than your ſelves? add to this, that fools 
do not barely laugh, and ſing, and play the 
good- fellow, alone to themſelves ; but as it i 
the nature of good to be communicative, 0 
they impart their mirth to others, by making 
ſport for the whole company they are at ary 
time engaged in, as if providence purpoſely 
deſigned them for an antidote to melancholly: 
whereby they make all perſons ſo fond of their 
ſociety, that they are welcomed to all places, 
hugged, careſſed, and defended, a liberty given 
them of ſaying or doing any thing; ſo well be. 
loved, that none dares to offer them the leaſt 
injury ; nay, the moſt ravenous beaſts of prey 
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they were warned that ſuch innocence ought to 
receive no hurt. Farther, their converſe is ſo 
acceptable in the court of princes, that fey 
kings will banquet, walk, or take any other 
diverſion, without their attendance ; nay, and 


had much rather have their company, tha (ſl FN 
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hat of their graveſt counſellors, whom they 
maintain more for faſhion-ſake than good- will; 
nor is it ſo ſtrange that theſe fools ſhould be 
preferred before graver politicians, ſince theſe 
Jat, by their harſh, ſowre advice, and ill-timing 
the truth, are fit only to put a prince out of 
he humour, while the other laugh, and talk, 
and joke, without any danger of diſobliging. 
Ir is one farther very commendable property 
of fools, that they always ſpeak the truth, than 
hich there is nothing more noble and heroical. 
For ſo, though Plato relate it as a ſentence of 
Alcibiades, that in the ſea of drunkenneſs truth 
ſwims uppermoſt, and ſo wine is the only teller, 
pf truth, yet this character may more juſtly be 
aſſumed by me, as I can make good from the 
authority of Euripides, who lays down this as 
n axiom, u g voess Aye, Children and 
fools always ſpeak the truth. Whatever the 
fool has in his heart, he betrays it-in his face; 
or what is more notifying, diſcovers it by his 
words: while the wiſe man, as Euripides ob- 
ſerves, carries a double tongue; the one to 
ſpeak what may ſaid, the other what ought to 
be; the one what truth, the other what the time 
requires: whereby he can in a trice ſo alter 
his judgment, as to prove that to be now white, 
which he had juſt before ſwore to be black ; 
like the ſatyr at his porrige, blowing hot and 
cold at the ſame breath; in his lips profeſſing 
one thing, when in his heart he means another. 
F:RTHERMORE, Princes in their greateſt 
| Es plendor 
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os Frazuvus's praiſe of FOLLY. 


that they miſs the advantage of being told the 
truth, and are ſhammed off by a parcel of in. 
ſinuating courtiers, that acquit themſelves as 
flatterers more than as friends. But ſome will 
rchance object, that princes do not love to 
ar the truth, and therefore wiſe men muſt be 
very cautious how they bohave themſelves be. 
fore them, leſt they ſhould- take too great a 
liberty in ſpeaking what is true, rather than 
what is acceptable. This muſt be confeſt, 
truth indeed is ſeldom palateable to the ears of 
kings, yet fools have ſo great a priviledge as to 
have free leave, not only to ſpeak bare truths, 
but the moſt bitter ones too: ſo as the ſame 
proof, which had it come from the mouth 
of a wife man would have coſt him his head, 
being blurted out by a fool, is not only par- 
doned, but well taken, and rewarded. For 
truth has naturally a mixture of pleaſure, if it 
carry with it nothing of offence to the perſon 
whom it is applied to; and the happy knack 
of ordering it ſo is beſtowed only on fools.” Tis 
for the ſame reaſon that this ſort of men are 
more fondly beloved by women, who like their 
tumbling them about, and playing with them, 
though never ſo boiſterouſly; pretending to take 
that only in jeſt, which they would have to be 
meant in earneſt, as that ſex is very ingenious 
in palliating, and diſſembling the bent of their 
wanton inclinations. | | 
Bur to return. An additional * : 
| Re 8 raeig 


ſplendor ſeem upon this account unhappy, in 


theſe f 


they h 
life, tl 
to die 
world, 
accept 


ſuit w 
time C 
and in 
ful of 
jeted 


RASMUS'S praiſt of FOLLY. 59 


hole fools appears farther in this, that when 


they have run merrily on to their laſt ſtage of 
life, they neither find any fear nor'feel any pain 
to die, but march contentedly to the other 
world, where their company ſure muſt be as 
acceptable as it was here upon earth. 

Lr us draw now a compariſon between the 
condition of a fool and that of a wiſe man, and 
ſee how infinitely the one out-weighs the other. 

Give me any inſtance then of a man as wiſe | 
as you can fancy him poſſible to be, that has 
ſpent all his younger years in poring upon 
books, and trudging after learning, in the pur- 
ſuit whereof he ſquanders away the pleaſanteſt 
time of his life in watching, ſweat and faſting, 
and in his latter days he never taſtes one mout 
ful of delight, but is alway ſtingy, poor, de- 
jected, melancholy, burthenſome to himſelf, 
and unwelcome to others, pale, lean, thin- 
jawed, ſickly, contracting by his ſedentarineſs 
ſuch hurtful diſtempers as bring him to an un- 
timely death, like roſes plucked before the 
ſhatter. Thus have you the draught of a wiſe 
man's happineſs, more the object of a com- 
miſerating pity, than of an ambitioning envy. 

Bur now again come the croaking Stoicks, 
and tell me in mood and figure, that nothing 
is more miſerable than the being mad: but 
the being a fool is the being mad, therefore 
there is nothing more miſerable than the bein 
a fool. Alas, this is but a fallacy, the diſ- 
covery whereof ſolves the force of the whole 
ſyllogim. Well then, they argue ſubtilly, 

uy 


"Go Er asMus's praiſe of FOLLY, 
ris true, but a Socrates in Plato makes ty 
Venus's and two Cupids, and ſhews how tber Wilſ,1.;. | 
actions and properties ought not to be cp. hon 
founded; ſo theſe diſputants, if they had ng thoſe 
been mad themſelves, ſhould have diſtinguiſh MW. a:4 
between a double madneſs in others: Au Hand ſa 
there is certainly a great difference in the nz | 
ture as well as in the degrees of them, and 
they are not both equally ſcandalous: for 
Horace ſeems to take delight in one fort, when 
he ſays, 


ful th 
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Does awelcome frenzy make me thus miſtake ? 


And Plato in his Phædron ranks the mad. 
neſs of poets, of prophets, and of lovers 
among thoſe properties which conduce to: 
happy life. And Virgil, in the ſixth Ænead, 
gives this epithet to his induſtrious Eneas, 


1f you will proceed to theſe your mad attempts, 


And indeed there is a two-fold ſort of madneſ; 
the one that which the furies bring from hell; 
thoſe that are herewith poſſeſſed are hurried 


on to wars and contentions, by an inexhauſti-ſ See? 
ble thirſt of power and riches, inflamed to ſome Ad / 
infamous and unlawful luſt, inraged to act the 27 + 
parricide, ſeduced to become guilty of incel, ¶ He 29 
ſacrilege, or ſome other of thoſe cfimſon- dyei 1, h 
crimes ; or, finally, to be ſo pricked in com Hered f. 

. ſcience as to be laſhed and ſtung with the whin ure - , 
and ſnakes of grief andlremorſe. But there is an. ns tk g 


other ſort of madneſs that proceeds from Folly, 
ſo far from being any way injurious or _ 
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ful that it is throughly good and deſirable: and 
this happens when by a harmleſs miſtake in 
the judgment of things the mind is freed from 
thoſe cares which would otherwiſe gratingly 
Zuiſnel Mafict it, and ſmoothed over with a content 
: Auland ſatisfaction it could not under other circum- 
the n+ ſtances fo happily enjoy. And this is that 


n, and Wcomfortable apathy or inſenſibleneſs which 
s: forfMCicero, in an epiſtle to his friend Atticus, 
„when imes himſelf maſter of, that he might the 


eſs take to heart thoſe inſufferable outrages 
ommitted by the tyrannizing triumvirate, 
Lepidus, Antonius, and Auguſtus. That 


mad Grecian likewiſe had a happy time of it, who 
lovers as fo frantick as to fit a whole day in theemp- 
ce toi theatre laughing, ſhouting, and clapping his 
Enead, ands, as if he had really ſeen ſome pathetick 


ragedy acted to the life, when indeed all was 
o more that the ſtrength of imagination, and 
he efforts of deluſion, while in all other reſpects 
he ſame perſon behaved himſelf very diſcreet- 

y, WAS, Fe 


chauſti- I Sweet to bis friends, to's awife obliging, Lind, 
to ſome ¶ Aud /o avere from a revengeful mind. 
act the 7a? had his ſervants unſcal' d hes bottled wine, . 


f incel, Ml He 200uld not fret, nor doggedly repine. | 


ind when by a courſe of phyſick he was reco- 
red from this phrenſy, he looked upon his 
ure ſo far from a kindneſs, that he thus rea- 
dns the caſe with his friends ; | 
| 5 This 
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This remedy, my Friends, is worſe i th main 
Than the diſeaſe, the cure augments the pain | 
My only hopes is a relapſe again. 


And certainly they were the more mad of the 
two who endeavour'd to bereave him of <6 
pleaſing a delirium, and recal all the aches of 
his head by diſpelling the miſts of his brain. 
I HAveE not yet determined whether it be 
proper to include all the defects of ſenſe and 
underſtanding under the common genius of 
madneſs. For if any one be ſo ſhort-ſighted 
as to take a mule for an aſs, or ſo ſhallow 
pated as to admire a paltry ballad for an ele, 
gant poem, he is not thereupon immediately 
cenſured as mad: But if any one let not 
only his ſenſes but his judgment be impoſel 
upon in the moſt ordinary common concerns 
he ſhall come under the ſcandal of being 
thought next door to a madman. As ſup: 
poſe any one ſhould hear an aſs bray, and 
mould take it for raviſhing muſick ; or if an 
one, born a beggar, ſhould fancy himſelf a 
reat as a prince, or the like. But this for 
of madneſs, if (as is moſt uſual) it be accon- 
nied with pleaſure, brings a great ſatisfaCtion 
2 to thoſe who are poſſeſſed with i 
themſelves, and thoſe who deride it n 
others, tho' they are not both equally frantick 
And this ſpecies of madneſs is of larger en 
tent than the world commonly imagines, Thy 


the whole tribe of madmen make ſport _—_ 
. ell. 
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themſelves, while one laughs at another ; he 
that is more mad many times jeering him that 
is leſs ſo. But indeed the greater each man's 
madneſs is, the greater is his happineſs, if it 
be but ſuch a ſort as proceeds from an exceſs 
of folly, which is ſo epidemical a diſtemper 
that it is hard to find any one man ſo unin- 
feed as not to have ſometimes a fit or two of 


it be ſome fort of frenzy. There is only this differ- 
*. ence between the ſeveral patients, he that ſhall 
] F 


take a broom-ſtick for a ſtrait-bodied woman, 
is without more ado ſentenced for a madman, 
becauſe this is ſo ſtrange a blunder as very 
ſeldom happens; whereas he wWioſe wife is a 
common jilt, that keeps a warehouſe free for all 
cuſtomers, and yet ſwears ſhe is as chaſte as an 
untouch'd virgin, and hugs himſelf in his con- 
tented miſtake, is ſcarce taken notice of, be- 
cauſe h2 fares no worſe than a great many 
more of his good-natured neighbours. Among 
theſe are to be rank'd ſuch as take an immo- 
derate delight in hunting, and think no muſick ' 
comparable to the ſounding of horns and the 
yelping of beagles; and were they to take 
phyſick, would no queſtion think the moſt ſo- 
vereign virtues to be in the allum Græcum of 
a dog's turd. When they have run down their 
game, what flrange pleaſure they take in cut- 
ing of it up! Cows and ſheep may be flaughter'd 
by common butchers, but what is kill'd in 
hunting muſt be broke up by none under a 
gentleman, who ſhall throw down his hat, fall 
"C7 © devoutly 
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two who endeavour'd to bereave him of ſo 
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cenſured as mad: But if any one let not 
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themſelves, while one laughs at another; he 
that is more mad many times jeering him that 
is leſs 9. But indeed the greater each man's 
madneſs is, the greater is his happineſs, if it 
be but ſuch a ſort as proceeds from an exceſs 
fo folly, which is ſo epidemical a diſtemper 
_ of that it is hard to find any one man ſo unin- 
all. ſfected as not to have ſometimes a fit or two of 
t be Wome fort of frenzy. There is only this differ- 
ence between the ſeveral patients, he that ſhall 
1s of take a broom-ſtick for a ftrait-bodied woman, 
tel is without more ado ſentenced for a madman, 
low I becauſe this is ſo ſtrange a blunder as very 
ele. ſeldom happens; whereas he whoſe wife is a 
ately common jilt, that keeps a warehouſe free for all 
cuſtomers, and yet ſwears ſhe is as chaſte as an 
untouch'd virgin, and hugs himſelf in his con- 
tented miſtake, is ſcarce taken notice of, be- 
being cauſe he fares no worſe than a great many 
nore of his g00d-natured neighbours. Among 
„if tneſe are to be rank'd ſuch as take an immo- 
f any derate delight in hunting, and think no muſick 
comparable to the ſounding of horns and the 
yelping of beagles; and were they to take 
com phyſick, would no queſtion think the moſt ſo- 
ach vereign virtues to be in the allum Gramm of 
th i; dog's turd. When they have run down their 
it u game, what firange pleaſure they take in cut- 
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by common butchers, but what is kill'd in 
hunting muſt be broke up by none under a 
gentleman, who ſhall throw down his hat, fall 
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devoutly on his knees, and drawing ont 2 are ſ 
ſlaſhing hanger, (for a common Knife is not ſucce 
ood enough,) after ſeveral ceremonies ſhall but t1 
diſſect all the parts as artificially as the be temp! 
{k;i11'd anatomiſt, while all that ſtand round and f. 
ſhall look very intently, and ſeem to be over t 
mightily ſurpriz'd with the novelty, tho' they to aſh) 
have ſeen the ſame an hundred times before; meltec 
and he that can but dip his finger, and taſte And 5 
of the blood, fhall think his own better'd by MW courag 
it: and tho' the conſtant feeding on ſuch diet MW and ar 
does but aſſimilate them to the nature of thoſe MW undert 
beaſts they eat of, yet they will ſwear that to the 
veniſon is meat for princes, and that their they h 
living upon it makes them as great as em- 6 


perurs. 


Near akin to theſe are fuch as take a And ſc 
3 _ for building: they raiſe up, pull life, w 
down, begin anew, alter the model, and never i bring 
reſt till they run themſelves out of their whole MW fection 
eſtate, taking up ſuch a compaſs for buildings, Wu 
till they leave themſelves not one foot of land ably de 
to live upon, nor one poor cottage to ſhelter reſt is 
themſelves from cold and hunger: and yet all W hugely 
the while are mighty proud of their contrivan- MW perſons 
ces, and fing a ſweet reguiem to their own ff that at 


happineſs. - ſhakes 

To theſe are to be added thoſe plodding Ml the mo 
vertuoſo's, that plunder the moſt inward je- long v. 
ceſſes of nature for the pillage of a new in- laſt, in 


vention, and rake over fea and land for the Ml their w 


turning up ſome hitherto latent myſtery ; and Ml they h: 
are on cle 


5 
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ſucceſs, that they ſpare for no coſt nor pains, 


not 

hall but trudge on ; and upon a defeat in one at- 
beſt tempt, courageouſly tack about to another, 

und and fall upon new experiments, never giving 
be over till they have calcined their whole eſtate 
hey to aſhes, and have not money enough left un- 


re; melted to purchaſe one crucible or limbeck : 
aſte And yet after all, they are not ſo much dif- 
| by couraged, but that they dream fine things ſtill, 
diet and animate others what they can to the like 


noſe undertakings; nay, when their hopes come 


that to the laſt gaſp, after all theirdiſappointments, 
heir MW they have yet one /a/vs for their credit, that 


In great exploits our bare attempts ſuffice. 


e a MW And ſo inveigh againſt the ſhortneſs of their 
pull life, which allows them not time enough to 
ever WM bring their deſigns to maturity and per- 


hole MW feftion. | | | 
ngs, WarETHER dice-players may be ſo favour- 


land WW ably dealt with as to be admitted among the 


elter {MW reſt is ſcarce yet reſolved upon: but ſure it is 
t all hugely vain and ridiculous, when we ſee ſome 
van- WI perſons ſo devoutly addicted to this diverſion, 
own WE that at the firſt rattle of the box their heart 

ſhakes within them, and keeps conſort with 
ling the motion of the dice: they are egg'd on fo 
| 16- long with the hopes of always winning, till at 
in- laſt, in a literal ſenſe, they have thrown away 
their whole eſtate, and made ſhipwreck of all 
they have, ſcarce eſcaping to ſhore with their 
own cloaths to their backs; thinking it in the 

G 3 mcan 


are ſo continually tickled with the hopes of 
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mean while a great piece of religion to be juſt 
in the payment of their takes, and will cheat 
any creditor ſconer than him who truſts them 
in play: and that poring old men, that cannot 
tell their caſt without the help of ſpectacles, 
ſhould be ſweating, at the ſame ſport; nay, 
that ſuch decrepit blades, as by the gout have 
Toft the aſe of their fingers, ſhould look over, 


and hire others to throw for them. This in- 


deed is prodigiouſly extravagant; but the con- 
ſequence of it ends ſo oft in downright mad- 
neſs, that it ſeems rather to belong to the furies 
than to folly. | 
_ Tx next to be placed among the regimen 
of. fools are ſuch as make a trade of telling or 
inquiring after incredible ſtories of miracles and 
prodigies: never doubting that a lie will choak 
them, they will muſter up a thouſand ſeveral 
ſtrange relations of ſpirits, ghoſls, apparition, 


ee cf the devil, and ſuch like bugbears of 


ſuperſtition, which the farther they are from 
being probably true, the more greedily they 
are ſwallowed, and the more devoutly believed. 
And theſe abſurdities do not only bring an empty 
pleaſure, and cheap divertiſment, but they are 
a good trade, and procure a comfortable in- 
come to ſuch prieſts and friars as by this craft 
get their gain. To theſe again are nearly re- 
lated ſuch others as attribute ſtiange virtues to 
the ſnrines and images of ſaints and martyrs, 
and ſo would make their credulous proſelytes 
believe, that if they pay their devotion to 8. 
Chriſtopher in the morning, they ſhall 
1 guard: 


guarde 
danger 
they f 
over ſu 
St. Bat 
gagem 
particu 
candle: 
time- b 
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their £ 
pagans 
on hor! 
did tra 
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guarded and ſecured the day following from all 
dangers and misfortunes: if ſoldiers, when 
they firſt take arms, ſhall come and mumble 
over ſuch a ſet prayer before the picture of 
St. Barbara, they ſhall return ſafe from all en- 
gagements; or if any pray to Eraſmus on ſuch 
particular holidays, with the ceremony of wax- 
candles, and other fopperies, he ſhall in a ſhort 
time-be rewarded with a plentiful increaſe of 
wealth and riches. The chriſtians have now 
their gigantick St. George, as well as the 
pagans had their Hercules; they paint the faint 
on horſchack, and drawing the horſe in ſplen- 
did trappings, very gloriouſly accoutred, they 
ſcarce refrain in a literal ſenſe from worſhip- 
ping the very beaſt. 

WHarT ſhall I ſay of ſuch as cry up and 
maintain the cheat of pardons and indulgences ? 
thit by theſee>mpute the time of each ſouls reſi- 
dence in purgatory, and aflign them a longer or 
ſhorter continuance, according as they purchaſe 
more or fewer of theſe paltry pardons, and 
ſaleable exemptions? or what can be ſaid bad 
enough of others, as pretend that by the force 
of ſuch magical charms, or by the fumbling 
over their beads in the rehearſal of ſuch and 
ſuch petitions, (which ſome religious impoſtors 
inverted, either fer diverſion, or what is 
more likely for advantage,) they ſhall procure 
riches, honour, pleaſure, health, long life, a 
tuſty old age, nay, after death a fitting at the 


right hand of our Saviour in his kingdom 


though as to this laſt part of their happineſs, 
they 
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they care not how long it be deferred, having if caſions 
ſcarce any appetite toward a taſting the joy; grant a 
of heaven, till they are ſurfeited, glutted with, to help 
and can no longer reliſh their enjoyments on M tect fea 
earth. By this eaſie way of purchaſing par. the fart 
dons, any notorious highwayman, any plun- rehearſ- 
dering ſoldier, or any bribe-taking judge, ſhall I dious. 
diſburſe ſome part of their unjuſt gains, and ſo Tat 
think all their groſſeſt impieties ſufficiently ¶ tioned t 
atoned for; ſo many perjuries, luſts, drunken. the vir 
neſs, quarrels, bloodſheds, cheats, treacheries Nit mann 
and all forts of debaucheries, ſhall all be, as it Won. 
were, ſtruck a bargain for, and ſuch a contra AnD 
made, as if they had paid off all arrears, and that ar 
might now begin upon a new ſcore. ſubſtanc 
Ap what can be more ridiculous, than for {WFolly. 
ſome others to be confident of going to hea- Nof gratit 
ven by repeating daily thoſe ſeven verſes out {Wings of 
of the pſalms, which the devil taught St. Ber. ¶ ſented a 
nard, thinking thereby to have put a trick upon Mcured o 
him, but that he was over-reached in his cun- Mthe wiſe 
ning. | | ſafe to fl 
SEVERAL of theſe fooleries, which are ſo been rut 
groſs and abſurd, as I my ſelf am even a- his fell 
amed to own, are practiſed and admired, not Nas cunn 
only by the vulgar, but by ſuch proficients in Neſcape ff 
religion as one might well expect ſhould have {hanging 
more wit. | eck, al 
From the ſame principles of folly proceeds {is old t 
the cuſtom of each country's challenging their end got 
particular guardian-ſaint ; nay, each faint has Man's wil 
his diſtinct office allotted to him, and is ac- {Wancther 


cordingly addreſs'd to upon the reſpective oc. 
| cCaſion:: 
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caſions: as one for the tooth- ach, a fifth to 
grant an eaſy delivery in child-birth, a third 
to help perſons to loſt goods, another to pro- 
tet feamen in a long voyage, another to guard 
the farmers cows and ſheep, and ſo on; for to 
plun- WY rehearſe all inſtances would be extreamly te- 
ſhall IF dious. | 
nd ſo THrERE are ſome more catholick ſaints peti- 
ently ¶ tioned to upon all occaſions, as more eſpeciall 
ken- the virgin Mary, whoſe blind devotees think | 
eries, Mit manners now to place the mother before the 
as it I ſon. 
rat WM Axp of all the prayers and interceſlions 
and I that are made to theſe reſpective ſaints, the 

ſubſtance of them is no more than downright 
n for I Folly. Among all the trophies that for tokens 
hea- Nof gratitude are hung upon the walls and ceil- 
s out Wings of churches, you ſhall find no relicks pre- 
Ber- ſented as a memorandum of any that were ever 
upon I cured of Folly, or had been made one dram 
cun- the wiſer. One perhaps after a ſhipwreck got 

ſafe to ſhore ; another recovered when he had 
re {0 been run through by an enemy; one, when all 


en a- his fellow-ſoldiers were killed upon the ſpot, 
„ not Was cunningly perhaps as cowardly, made his 
its in {eſcape from the field; another, while he was a 
have banging. the rope broke, and fo he ſaved his 


eck, and renewed his licence for practiſing 


ceed Wis old trade of thieving ; another broke goal, 
their Wand got looſe ; a patient, againſt his phyſici- 
it has an's will, recovered of a dangerous fever; 
s ac- {Mancther drank poiſon, which putting him into. 


a vio- 
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a violent looſeneſs, did his body more gool ſtand 
than hurt, to the great grief of his wife, who telling 
hoped upon this occaſion to have become a Ml ''®) © 
joyful widow ; another had his waggon over. title te 
turned, and yet none of his horſes lame; an- hearty 


other had caught a grievous fall, and yet re- ſolutio 
covered from the bruiſe; another had been tion u. 
tampering with his neighboures wife, and ef. tate th 
caped very narrowly from being catched by Procee 
the enraged cuckold in the very act. After miſtak 

all theſe acknowledgments of eſcapes from mate 
ſuch ſingular dangers, there is none (as I have faſting; 
before intimated) that returns thanks for bein were { 
freed from Folly ; Folly being ſo ſweet 2 vext t 
i luſcious, that it is rather ſued for as a happi- found i 
neſs, than deprecated as a puniſhment. But Ix t 
why ſhould I launch out into ſo wide a ſea of ranked 
ſuperſtitions ? gout & 
e buri 


Had J as many tongues as Argus eyes 3 point! 
. Briareus hands, they all wou'd not ſuffice 


- Folly in all her ſhapes Vepitonize. many n 
 Armosr all chriſtians being wretchedly en- MW © if th 
flaved to blindneſs and ignorance, which the fins cot 
prieſts are ſo far from preventing or removing, qe 

reſt a v 


that they blacken the darkneſs, and promote 


the deluſion ; wiſely foreſeeing that the people were w 


(like cows, which never give down their milk Now 
ſo well as when they are gently ſtroaked,) would 
would part with leſs if they knew more, their I cannc 
bounty proceeding only from a miſtake of ng 
er 1 


charity. Now if any grave wiſe man ſhould 
| ſtand 
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ſand up, and unſeafonably ſpeak the truth, 
telling every one that a pious life is the only 
way of ſecuring a happy death ; that the beſt 
title to a pardon of our fins is purchaſed by a 
hearty abhorrence of our guilt, and ſincere re- 
ſolutions of amendment ; that the beſt devo- 
tion which can be paid to any ſaints is to imi- 
tate them in their exemplary life: if he ſhould 
proceed thus to inform them of their ſeveral 
miſtakes, there would be quite another eſti- 
mate put upon tears, war maſſes, 
faſtings, and other ſeverities, which before 
were ſo much prized, as perſons will now be 
vext to loſe that ſatisfaction they formerly 
found in then. | 

Ix the ſame predicament of fools are to be 
ranked ſuch, as while they are yet living, and in 
go" d ralth, take ſo great care how they ſhall 
be buried when they die, that they ſolemnly ap- 


point how many torches, how many eſcutche- 
ons, how many gloves to be given, and how T 
many mourncrs they will have at their funeral; *M 


as if they thought they themſelves in their cof- 
fins could be ſenſible of what reſpect was paid 
to their corps; or as if they doubted they ſhould 
reſt a whit the leſs quiet in the grave if they 
were with leſs ſtate and pomp interred. 

Now though I am in ſo great haſte, as I 
would not willingly be ſtopt or detained, yet 


I cannot paſs by without beſtowing ſome re- 


marks upon another ſort of fools; who, tho? 
their firſt deſcent was perhaps no better than 
| — 0 from 


— 
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krom a tapſter or tinker, yet highly value 
themſelves upon their birth and parentage, 
One fetches his pedigree from Aneas, another 
from Brute, a third from king Arthur : they 
hang up their anceſtors worm eaten pictures a 
records of antiquity, and keep a long liſt of 
their predeceſſors, with an account of all their 
offices and titles, while they themſelves are but 
tranſcripts of their forefather's dumb ſtatues, 
and degenerate even into thoſe very beaſty 
which they carry in their coat of arms as en. 
däſigns of their nobility : and yet by a ſtrong 
preſumption of their birth nd quality, they 
ä ive not only the moſt und unconcem- 
ed themſelves, but there are not wanting others 
400 who cry up theſe brutes almoſt equal to 
the gods. But why ſhould I dwell upgn one 
or two inſtances of Folly, when there are ſo 
many of like nature? conceitediſ and (elf. 
vie making many by ſtrength öf Fancy be. 
chemſelves happy, when otherwiſe they 
eeeally wretched and deſpicable. Thus the 
mat ape- faced, uglieſt fellow in the whole 
F towhwlhall think himſelf a mirrour of beauty: 
another ſhall be fo proud of his parts, that if 
he can but mark out a triangle with a pair of 
compaſſes, he thinks he has maſtered- all the 
difficulties of geometry, and could outdo Eu- 
clid himſelf. A third ſhall admire himſelf 
for a raviſhing muſician, though he have ns 
more {kill in the handling of ahy inſtrument 
than a pig playing on the organs: W 
| | | 0 
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that rattles . in the throat as hoarſe as a cock 
crows, ſhall be proud of his voice, and think 
he ſings like any nightingale. | =. 

TaHERY is another very 3 fort of mad 
neſs, whereby perſons aſſume to themſelves 
whatever of accompliſhment they diſcern in 
others. Thus the happy rich churl m Seneca, 
who had ſo ſhort a memory, as he could not 
tell the leaſt ſtory without a ſervant's ſtandin 
by to prompt him, and was at the ſame ſo we 
as he could ſcarce go upright, yet he thought 
he might adventure to 1 challenge to a 
duel, becauſe he kept at home ſome luſty, 
ſturdy fellows, whole ſtrength he relied upon 
inſtead of his own. Toy | : 

Ii is almoſt needleſs to inſiſt upon the ſeve- 
ral profeſſors of arts and ſciences, who are all ſo 
gregiouſly conceited, that they would ſooner 
give up their title to an eſtate in lands, than 
part with the reverſion of their wits : among 
heſe, more eſpecially ſtage-players, muſicians, 
orators and poets, each of which, the more of 
duncery they have, the more of pride, and the 
preater is their ambition : and how _ 
ſoever dull they be, they meet with their ad 
mirers; nay, the more filly they are, the 
Bugher they are extolled > Folly (as we have 
before intimated) never failing of reſpect and 
ſeem. If therefore every one, the more 
ignorant he is, the greater ſatisfaction he is to 
pimſelf, and the more commended by others, 
o what purpoſe is it to ſweat and toil in the 

3 H ' purſuit 
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purſuit of true learning, which ſhall coſt f 
many gripes and pangs of the brain to acquire, 
and when obtained, ſhall only make the la. 
borious ſtudent more uneaſie to himſelf, and 
leſs acceptable to others ; | 
As nature in her diſpenſations of conceited. 
neſs has dealt with Private perſons, ſo has ſhe 
given a particular {match of ſelf- love to each 
country and nation. Upon this account it is 
that the Engliſh challenge the prerogative of 
having the moſt handſome women; or the being| 
moſt accompliſhed in the ſkill of muſick, and 
of keeping the beſt tables : the Scotch brag of 
their gentility, and pretend the genius of their 
native ſoil inclines them to be good diſputants: 
the French think themſelves remarkable for 
complaiſance and good breeding: the Sore 
boniſts of Paris pretend before any others 10 
have made the greateſt proficiency in polemick 
_ divinity: the Italians value themſelves for 
learning and eloquence ; and, like the Greciang 
of old, account all the world Barbarins in re- 
ſpe& of themſelves ; to which piece of vanity 
the inhabitants of Rome are more eſpecially 
addicted, pretending themſelves to be owners 
of all thoſe heroick virtues, which their city ſo 
many ages ſince was deſervedly famous for. I he 
Venetians fland upon their birth and pedigree, 
The Grecians pride themſelves in having been 
tae firſt inventersof molt arts, and in their coun- 
try being famed for the product of ſo many emi- 
nent philoſophers. The Turks, and all the 
other refuſe of Mahometiſm, pretend a 
2 profe 
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* profeſs the only true religion, and laugh at all 
ure, Bl chriſtians for ſuperſtitions, narrow-ſouled fools. 
F 1 The ſews to this day expect their Meſſias as 
an 


devoutly as they believe in their firſt prophet 
Moſes. The Spaniards challenge the repute 


itel. of being accounted good ſoldiers. And the 
5 the Wl Germans are noted for their tall, proper 
each WF fature, and for their ſkill in magick. But 
| 5 4 not to mention any more, I ſuppoſe you are 
„ of 


already convinced how great an improvement 
and addition to the happineſs of humane life 
is occaſioned by ſelf- love: next ſtep to which 


a8 is flattery ; for as ſelf-love is nothing but the 
their coakſing up of our ſelves, ſo the fame currying 
* and humouring of others is termed flattery. 

le 


FLAT TER, it is true, is now looked upon as. 
a ſcandalous name, but it is by ſuch only as 
mind words more than things. 'They are pre- 
judiced againſt it upon this account, becauſe 


es for they ſuppoſe it juſtles out all truth and ſince- 
ect: whereas indeed its property is quite con- 
in 1 trzry, as appears from the examples of ſeveral 
Van] Whrute creatures : what is more fawning than a. 


Ipaniel ? and yet what is more faithful to his 
maſter? what is more fond and loving than a 


* tame ſquirre!? And yet what is more ſnorting 
4 110 Wd inoffenſive? This little friſking creature is 
igree 


ept up in a cage to play withal, while lions, 
gers, leopards, and ſuch other ſavage em- 
ems of rapine and cruelty are ſhewn only 
or ſtate 41 rarity, and otherwiſe yield no 
eafure to their reſpective keepers. . 
H 2 TER 
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THERE is indeed a pernicious deſtructire 


fort of flattery, wherewith rookers and ſharks 


work their ſeveral ends upon ſuch as they can 


make a prey of, by decoying them into traps 
and ſnares beyond recovery: but that which 
is the effect of folly is of a much different 
nature; it proceeds from a ſoftneſs of ſpirit, 
and a flexibleneſs of good humour, and comes 
far nearer to virtue than that other extream of 


friendſhip, namely, a ſtiff, ſower, dogged 
moroſeneſs: it refreſhes our minds when tired, 

enlivens them when melanchclly, reinforces 
them when languiſhing, invigorates them when 


heavy, recovers them when ſick, and pacifies 


them when —— it puts us in a method 
how to procure friends, and how to keep them, 
it entices children to ſwallow the bitter rudi- 


ments of Jearning ; it gives a new ferment to 

the almoſt ſiagnated fouls of old men; it both 
reproves and inſtructs principles without offence 
under the maſk of cemmendation : in ſhort, it 
makes every man fond and indulgent of him- 


ſelf, which is indeed no ſmall part of each mans 


hahpineſs, and at the ſame time renders him 
ging and complaiſant in all company, 
re it is pleaſant to ſee how the aſſes rub 
M ſcratch one another. This again is a great 
' accempliſhment to an orator, a greater to a 

hyſician, and the only one to a pcet: in fue, 
it is the beſt ſweetner to all afflictions, and gives 


' a true reliſh to the otherwiſe inſipid enjoy - 


ments of our whole life. Ay, but (fay you) 
= | 30 
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of academick philofophers have modeſtly, re- 
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to flatter is to deceive ; and to deceive is very 
harſh and hurtful: no, rather juſt contrary ; 
nothing is more welcome and bewitching than 
the being deceived. They are much to be 
blamed for an undiſtinguiſhing head, that 
make a judgment of things according to what 
they are in themſelves, when their whole na- 
ture conſiſts barely in the opinions that are had 
of them. For all ſublunary matters are inve- 
loped in ſuch a cloud of obſcurity, that the 


prehenſive — of them: hence the ſect 


ſolved, that all things being no more than 
probable, nothing can be known as certain; 
or if there could, yet would it but interrupt 
and abate from the pleaſure of a more happy 1 
ignorance. Finally, our fouls are ſo faſhioned | 
and moulded, that they are ſooner captivated 1 

i 


by appearances, than by real truths ; of which, 


if any one would demand an example, he may 
find a very familiar one in churches, where, if 
what is delivered from the pulpit be a grave, 
ſolid, rational diſcourſe, all the congregation 
grow weary, and fall aſſeep, till their patience 

be releaſed; whereas if the preacher (pardon _ 
the impropriety of the word, the prater I would 
have ſaid,) be zrcalous in his thumps of the 
cuſhion, and antick geſtures, and ſpend his 
glaſs in the telling of pleaſant ſtories, his be- 
loved ſaall then ſtand up, tack their hair be- 
| H 3 hind 
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So among the ſaints, thoſe are moſt reſorted to 
who are moſt romantick and fabulous: as for 
inſtance, a poetick St. George, a St. Chriſto- 
pher, or a St. Barbara, ſhall be oftner prayed 
to than St. Peter, St. Paul, nay, perhaps than 
Chriſt himſelf; but this, it is poſſible, may 
more properly be referred to another place. 


In the mean while obſerve what a cheap 


purchaſe of happineſs is made by the ſirength 
of fancy.. For whereas many things even of 
inconſiderable value, would coſt a great deal 
of pains, and perhaps pelf, to procure ; opinis 
ON _ charges, and yet gives us them in as 
Amp 

— in reality. Thus he who feeds on ſuch 
a ſtinking diſh cf fiſh, as another muſt hold 
his noſe at a yard's diſtance from; yet if he 


feed heartily, and reliſh them palateably, they 


are to him as good as if they were freſh caught; 
whereas on the other hand, if any one be in- 
vited to never ſo dainty a joul of ſturgeon, if 
it go. againſt his ftomach to eat any, he may 
fit a hungry, and bite his nails with greater 
appetite than his vifiuals. If a woman be 


never ſo ugly ard nauſeous, yet if her huſband 
can but think her! andſome, it is all one to him 
as if ſhe really were fo: if any man have never 
10 ordinary and ſmutty a draught, yet if he ad- 
mires the excellency of it, and can ſuppoſe it 
to have been drawn by ſome old Apelles, or 
modern Vandike, he is as proud of it as if it 


hind their ears, and be very devoutly attentive,” 
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had really been done by one of their hands. 1 
knew a friend of mine that had preſented his. 


for bride with ſeveral falſe and counterfeit ſtones, 
iſto- making her believe that they were right jewels, 
yed and coſt him ſo many hundred thouſand 
han MW cowns; under his miſtake the poor woman 
may was as Choice of pebbles, and painted glaſs, as 
if they had been ſo many natural rabies and 


diamonds, while the ſubtle huſband ſaved a 
great deal in his pocket, and yet made his 
wife as well pleaſed as if he had been at ten 
hundred times the coſt. What difference is 
there between them that in the darkeſt dun- 
geon, can with a platonick brain ſurvey the 
whole world in idea, and him that ſtands in 
the open air, and takes a leſs deluding proſpect 
of the univerſe ? if the beggar in Lucian, that ³ü 
he & dreamt he was a prince; had never waked, 
hey WW his imaginary kingdom had been as great as 4 | 
hes real one. Between him therefore that truly is 
Is happy, and him. that thinks himſelf ſo, there 
9 is no perceivable diſtinction; os if any, the 
nay fool has the better of it: firſt, becauſe his ha 
ater MW pineſs coſts him leſs, ſtanding him only im the 
be price of a ſingle thought; and then, ſecondly, 


and becauſe he has more fe Fow-companions and 
him partakers of his good ſortune: for no enjoy- 
ver ment is comfortable where the benefit is not 
ad- imparted to others; nor is any one ſtation of 
ſe it life deſirable, where we can have no converſe 


or Wl with perfons of the fame condition with our 
fir telves: aud yet this is the hard fate of wiſe 
| men, 
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men, who are grown ſo ſcarce, that like 
Phenixes, they” appear but one in an age. 
The Grecians, it is true, reckoned up ſeven 
within the narrow precin&s of their own Coun- 
try; yet I believe were they to caſt up their 
accounts anew, they would not find a half, 
nay, not a third part, of one, in far larger 
bent, - 

FarTHER, when among the ſeveral good 
properties of Bacchus this is looked upon as 
the chief, namely, that he drowns the cares 
and anxieties of the mind, though it be indeed 
but for a ſhort while; for after a ſmall nil 


turn to their ſormer corrodings: how much 
greater is the more durable advantage which 
J bring ? while by one uninterrupted fit of 
being drunk in conceit, I perpetually cajole 


and energy of joy. | ; 
 Avp to this, that T am ſo communicative 
and bountiful, as to let no one particular per- 
ſon paſs without ſome token of my favour; 
whereas other deities beſtow their pifts ſpa- 
ringly to their elects only. Bacchus has not 
thought fit that every ſoil ſhould bezr the 
ſame juice-yielding grape: Venus has not 
given to all a-like portion of beauty: Mercury 
endows but few with the knack of an accom- 
pliſhed eloquence: Hercules gives not to all 
the ſame meaſure of wealth and riches: Jupiter 
has ordained but a few to be horn to a victory 
| | but 


when our brains are a little ſettled, they all re, 


the mind with riots, revels, and all the excek 
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but to one party; a ng often makes them 


both loſers : Apollo does not anſwer the ex- 

ctation of all that conſult his oracles: Jove 
oft thunders : Phoebus ſometimes ſhoots the 
plague, or ſome other infection, at the | 
of his darts: and Neptune ſwallows down 
more than he bears up: not to mention their 
Ve- Jupiters, their Pluto's, their Ate 2 
bobs, their evil genius's, and fuch other mon- 
ſters of divinity, as had more of the hangman 
than the God in them, and were worſhipped 
only to deprecate that hurt which uſed to be 


iuflicted by them: I fay, not to mention theſe, 
Jam that high and mighty goddeſs, whoſe li- 


berality is of as large an extent as her omnipo- 
tence; I give to all that aſk ; I never appear 
ſullen, nor out of humour, nor ever demand. 
any atonement or ſatisfaction for the omiſſion 
of any ceremonious punctilio in my worſhip : 
I do not ſtorm or rage, if mortals, in their ad- 
dreſſes to the other gods paſs me by unregard- 
ed, without the acknowledgment: of any re- 
ſpect or application: whereas all the other 
gods are ſcrupulous and exact, that it often- 
proves leſs dangerous manfully to deſpiſe 
them, than ſneakingly to attempt the difficulty 
of pleaſing them hus ſome men are of that 
captious, froward humour, that a man had 
better be wholly ſtrangers to them, than never 
ſo intimate friends. | | 
| Welt, but there are none (ſay you) build 
any altars, os dedicate any temple to Folly. 1 
8 | admire 


» 


12 | Enanmus%s praiſe of Fol LV. | 
admire (as I have before intimated) that the 
world ſhould be fo wretchedly ungrateful. 
But I am fo good-natured as to paſs by and 
pardon this ſeeming affront, though indeed the 
charge thereof, as unneceſſary, may well be 
ſaved; for to what purpoſe ſhould I demand 
the ſacrifice of frankincenſe, cakes, goats, and 
ſwine, ſince all perſons every where pay me 
that more acceptable ſervice, which all divines 
agree to be more effectual and meritorious, 
namely, an imitation of my communicable 
attributes? I do not therefore any way envy 

Dian: for having her altars bedewed with hu- 


is their uſual cuſtom) conform themſelves to my 


copy of me their original. And truly this 


how many zealous votraies are there that pay 
ſo profound a reſpect to the Virgin Mary, as 
to place lighted tapers even at noon day upon 


after her untouched chaſtity, her modeſty, and 


on whereof conſiſts the trueſt eſteeem of di- 
vine worſhip ? farther, why ſhould I deſire a 
temple, ſince the whole world is but one am- 
ple continued choir, entirely dedicated to my * 
uſe and ſervice ? nor do I want worſhippers at 
any place where. the earth wants not inhabi-- 
tants. 


man blood: I think my ſelf then moſt religi- 
ouſly adored, when my reſpective devotees (as 


practice, tranſcribe my pattern, and fo live the 


pious devotion is not ſo much in uſe among 
chriſtians as is much to be wiſhed it were: for 


her altars ? and yet how few of them copy 


her other commendable virtues, in the imitat- 


tants. 

Jam 
prayec 
interm 
and pi 
of reli, 
dom d 
and th 
ſpect 

more 

are as 
movin 
even 2 
age of 
on his 
leaſt t. 
ſeemin 
who at 
as Phe 
iſle, Ju 


Jupiter 


Taren 
Lampf 


far as 1 


altar, 
ſacrific 

Bu1 
more 
nearer 
rendre( 
ſes I ey 


FEaasuues praiſe of For. 


tants. And as to the manner of my worſhip, 
f. lam not yet ſo irrecoverably fooliſh, as to be 
prayed to by proxy, and to have my honour 
the intermediately beſtowed upon ſenſleſs images 
de and pictures, which quite ſubvert the true end 
ind of religion; while the unwary ſupplicants ſel- 
nd dom diſtinguiſh betwxit the things themſelves, 
and the objects they repreſent. - The fame re- 
ſpe& in the mean while is paid to me in a 
more legitimate manner; for to me there 
dle are as many ſtatues erected as there are 
yi moving fabricks of morality; every perſon, 
155 even againſt his own will, carrying the im- 
age of me, i. e. the ſignal of Folly inſtamped 


Gy on his countenance. I have not therefore the 
my leaſt tempting inducement to envy the more 
the | ſeeming ſtate and ſplendor of the other gods, 


his | who are worſhipped at ſet times and places; 
a as Phzbus at Rhodes, Venus in her Cyprian 

le, Juno in the city Argos, Minerva at Athens, 
jJapiter on the hill Olympus, Neptune at 
Tarentum, and Priapus in the town of 
Lampſacum ; while my worſhip extending. as 
far as my influence, the whole world is my own 
altar, whereon the moſt valuable incenſe and 
ſacrifice is perpetually offered up. | 

Bur leſt I ſhould ſeem to ſpeak this with 
more of confidence than truth, let us take a 
nearer view of mens lives, whereby it will be 
rendred more apparently evident what largeſ- 
ſes I every where beſtow, and how much I am 
; treſpect- 
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reſpected and eſteemed of perſons, from the 
higheſt to the baſeſt quality. - For the proof 
whereof, it being too tedious to inſiſt upon 
each particular, I ſhall only mention ſuch in 

neral as are moſt worthy the remark, from 
Which by analogy we may eaſily judge of the 
remainder. And indeed to what purpoſe 
would it be ſingly to recount the commonalty 


on are entirely on my ſide ? and for a token of 
their vaſſalage do wear my livery in ſo many 
older ſhapes, and more newly invented modez 
of Folly, that the lungs of a thoufand Demo. 
Critus's would never hold out to ſuch a laught-r 
' as this ſubje& would excite ; and to theſe thou- 


them as much as they do at the other. | 
Tr is indeed ac incredible to relate what 
mirth, what ſport, what diverſion, the grovel- 


ſeated gods in heaven : for theſe exalted deities 
ſpend their faſting ſober hours in liſtning to 
Col petitions that are offered up, and in ſuc- 
couring ſuch as they are appealed to for re- 
dreſs; but when they are a little entred at a 
glaſs of nectar, they then throw off all ſeri⸗ 
ous concerns, and go and place themſelves 
on the aſcent of ſome promontory in heaven, 
and from thence ſurvey the little mole-hill 
of earth. And truſt me, there cannot be a 
more delightſome proſpect, than to _ ſuch 
5 + A theatre 


and rabble of mankind, who beyond all queſti- 


| and mutt be ſuperadded one more, to laugh at 


ing inhabitants here on earth give to the above · 
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a theatre ſo ſtuffed and crammed, with ſwarms 
fools. One falls deſperately in love, and the of 
more does his ſpaniel-like paſſion increaſe : 
another is wedded to wealth rather than to a 
wife: a third pimps for his own ſpouſe, and 
is content to be a cuckold fo he may wear his 
horns gilt: a fourth is haunted with a jealouſy 
of his viſiting r : another ſobs, and 
e child, for the death of à 
friend or relation; and leſt his own tears 
ſhould not riſe high enough to expreſs the tor- 
rent of his grief, he hires other mourners to ac- 
company the corps to the grave, and ſing its 
requzem in ſighs and lamentations: another hy- 
pocritically weeps at the funeral of one whoſe 
death at heart he rejoices for : here a glutto- 
nous cormorant, whatever he can ſcrape up, 
thruſts all into his guis to pacify the cryings 
of a hungry ſtomach : there a lazy wretch fits 
yawning and ſtretching, and thinks nothing 
ſo defirable as ſleep and idleneſs: ſome are 
extreamly induſtrious in other mens buſineſe, 
and ſottiſhly neglectful of their own : Tome 
think themſelves rich becauſe their 'credit is 
great, though they can never pay they breal:, 
and compound for their debts : one is ſo co- 
vetous that he lives poor to die rich: one fer. 
a little uncertain gain will venture to croſs the 
rought ſeas, and expoſe his life for the pur- 
chat of a livelihood : another will depend on 
the plunders of war, rather than on the honeſt 
gains of peace: ſome will cloſe with, and hu- 
mour 
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mour ſuch warm old blades as have a good 
eſtate, and no children of their own to beſtow 
it upon : others practice the ſame art of 
wheedling upon good old women, that have 
hoarded and coftered up more bags than they 
know how to diſpoſe of; both af theſe ſly flat- 
teries make fine {port for the gods, when they 
are beat at their own weapons, .and (as oft 
happens) are gulled by thoſe very perſons 
they intended to make a prey of: there is 
another ſort of baſe ſcoundrels in gentility, 
ſuch ſcraping merchants, who although, for 
the better vent of their commodities they lie, 
(wear, cheat, and en all the intrigues 
of diſhoneſty, yet think themſelves no way 
interior to perſons of the higheſt quality, only 

| becauſe they have raked together a plentiful 
eſtate; and there are not wanted ſuch inſinuating 
hangers on, as ſhall careſs and compliment 
them with the greateſt reſpect, in hopes to go 
ſnacks in ſome of their diſhoneſt gains : there 
are others ſo infected with the philoſophical 
paradox of banithing propriety, and having all 

things in common, that they make no con- 
ſcience of faſtening on, and purloining what- 

ever they can get, and converting it to their 

own uſe and poſſeſſion: there are ſome who are 

rich only in wiſhes ; and yet while they barely 
dream of vaſt mountains of wealth, they are 

as happy as if their imaginary fancies com- 

menced real truths : ſome put on the beſt ſide 

outermoſt, and ſtarve themſelves at home to 
appear 
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appear gay and ſplendid abroad: one with an 
open handed freedom ſpends all he lays his 
fingers on; another with a logick-fiſted griping- 
nefs catches at and graſps all he can come 
within the reach of: one apes it about in the 
ſtreets to court popularity; another conſults 
his eaſe, and ſticks to the confinement of a 


chimnev- corner: many others are tugging hard 


at law for a trifle, aud drive. on an endleſs ſuit, 


only to enrich a deferring judge, or a knaviſti 


advocate: one is for new-modelling a ſettled 
government; another is for ſome notable he- 
roical attempt; and a third by all means muſt 


travel a pilgrim to Rome, Jeruſalem, or ſome 


ſhrine of a ſaint elſewhere, though he have no 
other buſineſs than, the paying of a formal im- 
pertinent viſit, leaving his wit: and children to 
faſt, while he himfelf forſooth is gone to pray; 
In ſhort, if (as Lucian fancies Menippus to 


have done heretofore) any man could now: 


again look down from the orb of the moon, he 
would fee thick ſwarms, as it were, of flies and 
gnats, that were quarrclling with each other, 


juſtling, fighting. fluttering, ſkipping, playing, 


juſt new produced, ſoon after decaying, and 
then immmediately vaniſhing: and it can ſcarce 
be thought how many tumults and tragedies ſo 
inconſiderate a creature as man does give 0c- 
caſion to, and that in ſo ſhort a ſpace as the 
ſmall ſpan of life; ſubject to ſo many caſual- 
tics, that the ſword, pe 
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emick accidents, ſhall many times ſweep away 
whole thouſands at a bruſh. | 

Bor hold; I ſhould but expoſe my ſelf too 
fir, and incur the guilt of being roundly 
jaughed at, if I proceed to enumerate the ſeve- 
ral kinds of the folly of the vulgar. I ſhall 
confine therefore my following diſcourſe only 
to ſuch as challenge the repute of wiſdom, 


and ſeemjngly paſs for men of the ſoundeſt 


intellectuals. Among whom the Grammarians 
preſent themſelves in the front, a ſort of men 
who would be the moſt miſerable, the moſt 
{laviſh, and the moſt hateful of all perfons, if 
I did not ſome way alleviate the preſſures and 
miſcries of their profeſſion, by blefling them 
with a bewitching ſort of madneſs ; To they 
are not only liable to thoſe five curſes, which 
they ſo oft recite from the firſt five verſes of 
Homer, but to five hundred more of a worſe 
nature; as always damn'd to thirſt and hunger, 
to be choaked with duſt in their unſwept 
ichools, (ſchools ſha!l I term them, or rather 
laboratories, nay, bridewels, and houſes of 
correction?) to wear out themſelves in fret 
and drudgery; to be deafened with the noiſe 
of gaping boys; and in Hort, to be ſtifled 
with heat and ſtench; and yet they cheerfully 
diſpenſe with all theſe inconveniences, and, by 
the help ei a fond conceit, think themſelves as 
happy as any then living ; taking a great pride 
and Llgbt in frowning and looking big upon 


the trembling urchins, in boxing, flaſhing, ſtrik- 
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with the ferula, and in the exerciſe of all their 
other methods of tyranny ; while thus lording it 
over a parcel of young, weak chits, they 
jmitate the Cuman aſs, and think themſelves as 


ſtately as a lion, that domineers over all the 


inferiour herd. Elivated with this conceit, 
they can hold-filth and naſtineſs to be an orna- 
ment; can reconcile their noſe to the moſt in- 
tolerable ſmells; and finally, think their 
wretched ſlavery the moſt arbitrary kingdom, 
which they would not exchange fon the juriſ- 

dition of the moſt ſovereign potentate : and 
they are yet more happy by a ſtrong perſwafion 
of their own parts and abilities; for thus when 
their er ployment is only to rehearſe filly 
flories, and poetical fictions, they will yet 


think themſelves wiſer than the beſt expe- _ 


rienced philoſpher ; nay, they have an art of 
making ordinary people, ſuch as their ſchool- 


boys fond parents, to think them as conſider- 


able as their own pride has made them. Add 
hereunto this other ſort of raviſhing pleaſure: 
when any. of them has found out who was 
the mother of Anchifes, or has lighted upon 
ſome old unuſual word, ſuch as Eub/equa, bo- 
winater, manticulator, or other like obſolete 
cramp terms; or can, after a great deal 
of poring, ſpell out the inſcription of ſome 
battered monument, Lord! what joy, what 
triumph, what congratulating their ſucceſs, as 
if they had conquered Africa, or taken Babylon 
the Great! when they recite ſome of theer 
8 £3 _ frothy,. 
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frothy, bombaſt verſes, if any happen to ad- — 


mire them, they are preſently fluſhed with the mars 
lcaſt hint of commendation, and devoutly , W , be ol 
thank Pythagoras for his grateful hypotheſis, time 
whereby they are now become actuated with a he fl 
deſcent of Virgil's poetick foul. Nor is any - MW ferve 
divertiſement more pleaſant, than when they grace 
meet to flatter ok curry one another; yet differ 
they are ſo critical, that if any one hap to be madn 
guilty of the leaſt ſlip, or ſeeming blunder, by n 
another ſhall preſently correct him for it, and in ne? 
then to it they go in a tongue-rombat, with py it 
all the fervour, ſpleen and eagerneſs imaginable, not c 
May Priſcian himſelf be my Enemy if what ! Soph! 
am now going to fay be not exactly true. TI 
knew an old Sophiſter, that was a Grecian, to me 
a latiniſt, a mathematician, a philoſopher, a being 
muſician, and all to the utmoſt perfection, ſcript 
who after threeſcore years experience in the the w 
world, had ſpent the laſt twenty of them only ſmoot 
in drudging to conquer the criticiſms of gram- meer 
mar, and made it the chief part of his prayers, (howe 
that his life might be ſo long ſpared till he had in an 
learned how rightly to diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſelves 
eight parts of ſpeech, which no grammarian, their | 
whether Greek or Latin, had yet accurately the ne 
done. If any chance to have placed that as a zaptur 
conjunction which ought to have been uſed as failing 
an adverb, it is a ſufficient alarm to raiſe zealor 
a war for the doing juſtice to the injured word. Tn 
And ſince there have been as many ſeveral ambit; 
__ grammars, as particular grammarians, (nay, ſophei 


more, 


* 


more, for Aldus alone wrote five diſtinct grams 
mars for his own ſhare) the ſchool-maſter muſt 


be obliged to conſult them all, ſparing for no 


time nor trouble, mos never ſo great, left 
he ſhould be otherwiſe poſed in any unob- . 
ſerved criticiſm, and ſo by an irreparable diſ- 


grace loſe the reward of all his toil. It is in- 


different to me whether you call this folly or 
madneſs, ſince you mult needs confeſs that it is 
by my influence theſe ſchool-tyrants, though 
in never ſo. deſpicable a condition, are ſo hap- 
py in their own thoughts, that they would 
not change fortunes with the moſt illuſtrious 
Sophia of Perſia. | . 
ThE Poets, however ſomewhat leſs beholden 
to me, own a profeſs'd dependance on me, 
being a ſort of lawleſs blades, that by pre- 
ſcription claim a licenſe to a proverb, while 
the whole intent of their profeſſion is only to 
ſmooth up and tickle the ears of fools, that by 
meer toys and fabulous ſhams, with which 
(however ridiculous) they are ſo bolſtered up 
in an airy imagination, as to promiſe them- 


ſelves an everlaſting name, and promiſe, by - | 


their balderdaſh, at the ſame time to celebrate 
the never-dying memory of others. To theſe 


rapturous wits ſelf- love and flattery are never- 


ſulting attendants; nor do any prove more 
zealous or conſtant devotees to folly. 15 
Taz Rhetoricans likewiſe, though they are 
ambitious of being ranked among the Philo- 
ſophers, yet are apparently of my faction, 
as 


ade prajs of Torr 9h | 


792 FErasuvus's Praiſe of Forty, 
as appears among other arguments, by ti this to 
more eſpecially; in that among their ſevenl few un 
topicks, of compleating the art of oratory, they but a f 
all particularly inſiſt upon the knack of jeſting, ings, C 
Which is one ſpecies of folly ; as is evident of inve 
from the books of oratory wrote to Herennius, their he 
put among Cicero's works, but done by ſome tion, t 
other unknown author; and in Quintilian, that I bur ning 
great maſter of eloquence, there is one large their d 
chapter ſpent in preſeribing the metliods of ſtening 
raiſing laughter: in ſliort, they may well at- u hat ot 
tribute a great efficacy to folly, ſince on any nature 
argument they can many times by a ſlight © <OmPper 
laugh over what they could never ſeriouſſy e mo 
confute. | - praiſe. 
Or the ſame gang are thoſe ſcribblings fops, Ae the! 
-who think to eternize their memory by ſetting {criblers 
up for authors: among which, though they ſtand n 
are all ſome way indebted to me, yet are thoſe mes 
more eſpecially ſo, who ſpoil paper in Blotting ' Hofe fl 
it with meer trifles and impertinences. For as will be 
to thoſe praver dradgers to the preſs, that readers, 
write learnedly, beyond tlie reach of an or- they Þ: 
dinary reader, who durſt ſubmit their labours dicious 
to the review of the moſt ſevere critick, theſe Hour t. 
are not ſo liable to be envied for their honour, Ithem by 


as to be pitied for their ſweat and ſtavery. Cations « 
They make additions, alteratione, blot out, tranſcrib 
write anew, amend, interline, turn it upſide then rep 
down, and yet can never pleaſe their fickle they ma 

ſelves of 


judgment, but that they thall diſlike the next 
hour what they penn'd. the former; and all 


author { 
a this h 
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this to purchaſe the airy commendations of & 
few underſtanding readers, which at moſt is 
but a poor reward for all their faſtings, watch- 
ings, confinemens, and brain-breaking tortures 
of invention, Add to this the impairing of 
their health, the weakening of their conſtitu- 
tion, their contracting ſore eyes, or perhaps 
turning ſtark blind ; their poverty, their envy, 
their debarment from all pleaſures, their ha- 
ſtening on old age, their untimely death, and 
v hat other inconveniences of a like or worſe 
nature can be thought upon: and yet the re- 
compence for all this ſevere penance is at beſt 
no more than a mouthful or two of frothy- . 
priſe. Theſe, as they are more laborious, 74 
are they leſs happy than thoſe other hackney 
{criblers which I firſt mentioned, who never 
ſand much to conſider, but write what 
comes next at a venture, knowing that the 
more ſilly their compoſures are, the more they 
will be brought up by the greater number of 
readers, who are fools and blockheads : and if 
they hap to be condemned by ſome few ju- / 
dicious perſons, it is an eaſie matter by cla- 
mour to drown their cenſure, and to ſilence 
them by urging the more numerous commen- 
cations of others. They are yet the wiſeſt wha 
tranſcribe whole diſcourſes from others, and- 
then reprint them as their own. By doing ſo 


they make a cheap and eaſy ſeizure to them- 
ſelves of that reputation, which coſt the firſt, 
author ſo much time and trouble to procure., 


J Enasnwvs's praiſe of FOLLY. 

Tf they are at any time prick'd a little im con. 
ſcience for fear of diſcovery, they feed them- 
ſelves however with this hope, that if they he 
at laſt found plagiaries, yet at leaſt for ſome 
time they ſhall have the credit of paſſing for 
the genuine authors. It is pleaſant to ſee how 
all theſe ſeveral writers are puffed up with the 
leaſt blaſt of applauſe, «ſpecially if they come 
to the honour of being pointed at as they walk 
along the ſtreets, when their ſeveral pieces are 
laid open upon every bookleller's ſtall, when 
their names are emboſs'd in a different cha- 
racer upon the title page, ſometime only with 
the two firſt letters, and ſometime with fictious 
cramp terms, which few ſhall underſtand the 
meaning of; and of thoſe that do, all ſhall 
not agree in their verdict of the performance; 
fome cenſuring, others approving it, mens 
judgments being as different as their palates; 
that being toothſome to one which is unſavoury 
and nauſeous to another: tho? it is a ſneaking 
Piece of cowardice for authors to put feigned 
names to their works, as if, like baſtards of 
their brain, they were afraid to own them, 
Thus one ſtiles himſelf Telemachus, another 
Stelenus, a third Polycrates, another Thraſy- 
machus, and fo on. By the ſame liberty we 
may ranſack the whole alphabet, and jumble 
together any letters that come next to hand, 
It is farther very pleaſant when theſe coxcombs 
employ their pens in writing congratulatory 
epiſtles, poems and panegyricks, upon: eact 
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ether, wherein one ſhall be complemented with 
the title of Alczus, another ſhall be cha- 
ractered for the incomparables Callimachus; 
this ſhall be commended for a compleater 
Orator than Tully himſelf; a fourth ſhall be 
told by his fellow- fool that the divine Plato 
comes ſhort of him for a philoſophick ſoul. 
Sometime again they take up the cudgels, and 
challenge cut an antagoniſt, and ſo get a name 
by a combat at diſpute and controverſie, while 
the unwary readers draw ſides according to 


their different judgments: the longer the quar- 
rel holds the more irreconcilable it grows; and 


when both parties are weary, they each pretend 
themſelves the conquerors, and both lay claim 
to the credit of coming off with victory. Theſe 
fooleries make ſport for wiſe men, as being 
highly abſurd, ridiculous and extravagant. 
True, but yet theſe paper- combatants, by my 
aſſiſtance, are ſo fluſh'd with a conceit of their 
own greatneſs, that they prefer the ſolving of 
a ſyllogiſm before the ſacking of Carthage 
and apap the defeat of a poor objeCtian carry 
themſelves more triumphant than the moſt 
victorious Scipio. : 
Nav, even the learned and more judicious, 
that have wit enough to laugh at the other's 
folly, are very much beholden to my good- 
neſs; which (except ingratitude have drown- 
ed their ingenuity) they muſt be ready upon 
all occaſons to confeſs. Among theſe I ſup- 
pole the lawyers will ſhuffle in for precedence, 
and 


9 FEnraouvus's praise of FOLLY, 
and they of all men have the greateſt conceit 
of their own abilities. They will argue as con- 
fidently as if they ſpoke goſpel inſtead of law; 
they will cite you ſix hundred ſeveral preſidents, 
though not one of them come near to the caſe 
in hand; they will muſter up the authority of 
judgments, deeds, - gloſſes and reports, and 
tumble over ſo many muſty records, that they 
make their employ, though in itſelf eaſy, the 
eateſt ſlavery imaginable ; always accounting 
that the. beſt plea which they have took molt 
pains for. ö e e 
Too theſe, as bearing great reſemblance to 
them, may be added logicians and ſophiſters, 
fellows that talk as work by rote as a parrot ; 
who ſhall run down a whole goſſiping of old 
women, nay, {fence the very noiſe of a belfry, 
with louder clappers than thoſe of the ſteeple: 
and if their unappeaſable clamourouſneſs were 
their only fault it would admit of ſome excuſe ; 
but they are at the ſame time ſo fierce and 
quarrelſome, that they will wrangle bloodily 
for-the-leaft trifle, and be ſo over - intent and 
eager, that they many times loſe their game in 
the chaſe, and fright away that truth they are 
hunting for. Vet ſelf-conceit makes theſe 
nimble diſputants ſuch doughty champions, 
that armed with three or four cloſe- linked 
ſyllogiſms, they ſhall enter the liſts with the 
greateſt maſters of reaſon, and not queſtion 
the foiling of them in an irreſiftible baffle: 
nay, their obſtinacy makes them. ſo confident 
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of their being in the right, that all the argu- 
ments in the world ſhall never convince them 
to the contrary. | | 
NexT to theſe come the philoſophers 'in 
their long beards 2nd ſhort cloaks, who eſteem 
themſelves the only favourites of wiſdom, and 
look upon the reſt of mankind as the dirt and 
rubbiſh of the creation: yet theſe mens happi- 
neſs is only a frantick craſineſs of brain; they 
build caſtles in the air, and infinite worlds in a 
vacuum, They will give you to a hairs breadth 
the dimenſions of the ſun, moon and ſtars, 
as eaſily as they would do that of a flaggon or 
pipkin: they will give a punctual account of, 
the riſe of thunder, of the origion of winds, of 
the nature of eclipſes, and of all the other ab- 
iruſeſt difficulties in phyſicks, without the leaſt 
cemur or heſitation,. as if they had been ad- 
mitted into the cabinet council of nature, or 
had been eye-witneſſes to all the accurate me- 


tkods of creation: though alas nature does but 


laugh at all their puny conjectures; for they 
never yet made one conſiderable diſcovery, as 
appears in that they are unanimouſly agreed in 
no one point of the ſmalleſt moment; nothing 
ſo plain or evident but what by ſome or other 
is oppoſed and contradicted. But though they 
are ignorant of the artificial contexture of the 
leaſt inſect, they vaunt however and brag that 
they know all things, when indeed they are un- 
able to conſtrue the mechaniſm of their own 
body: nay, when they 2 ſo purblind as not to 
| be 
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e able to ſee a ſtore's caſt before them, yet 37 
"os ſhall be as ſharp- ſighted as poſſible in Be 
Ipying out idea's univerlals, ſeparate forms, wil 
firſt matters, quiddities, formalities, and a wah 
hundred ſuch like niceties, ſo dimminutively | hot 
{mall, that were not their eyes extreamly ' 8 
magnify ing all the art of opticks could never W 
make them diſcernible. But they then moſt ae 
deſpiſe the low groveling vulgar when they racy 
bring out their parallels, triangles, circles, and hertie 


other mathematical figures, drawn up in bat: Rar 
talia, like ſo many your and Tuer of "ok the thi 
juration in muſter, with letters to refer to he i 1 
explication of the ſeveral problems; hereby 


: Taz, 
raiſing devils as it were, only to have the credit 25 1 
of laying them, and amuſing the ordinary ee 
ſpectators into wonder, becauſe they have not ae 
wit enough to underſtand the juggle. of Be oh 
theſe ſome under take to profeſs themſelve; tiey do 
judicial aſtrologers, pretending to keep corre: 33 
ſpondence with the ſtars, and ſo from their in 3 
— can reſolve any query; and though en 
it is all but a preſumptuous impoſture, yet ſome . 
to be ſure will be ſo great fools as to believe Rey wi 
£ v1 
. Apis themſelves next ; but * = 6 
it may perhaps be moſt ſafe to paſs them by, lng ter 
and not at all to touch upon ſo harſh a firing ng 
as this ſubject would afford. Beſide, the u-. unfold 
dertaking may be very hazardous; for they ar Wil in toll 
a ſort of men generally very hot and paſſionate; pings 
and ſhould 1 provoke them, I doubt would . —4 


oe 
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pon me with a full cry, and force me to re- 


in . Lant: which if I ſtubbornly refuſe to do, they 
2 will preſently brand me for an heretick, and 
d 2 thunder out an excommunication, which 13 
eh WE their ſpiritual weapon to wound ſuch as lift 
mly up a hand againſt them, It is true, no men 
ever Wl own a lefs dependance on me, yet have they 
mol. I reaſon to conſefs themſelves indebted for no 
they Wl ina obligations. For it is by one of my pro- 
„and perties, ſelf-love, that they fancy themſelves, 
bat; with their elder brother Paul, caught up into 
CON: BY the third heaven, from whence, like ſhepherds 
8 the indeed, they look down upon their flock thelaity,, 
ereby grazing, as it were, in the vales of the world 
creat I below. They fence themſelves in with ſo many 
inan ſurrounders of magiſterial definitions, concluſi- 
e na. ons, corolleries, propoſitions expliciteand impli- 
] * cite, that chere is no falling in with them; or if 
ſelves 


they do chance to be urged to a ſeeming non- 


conn plus, yet they find out ſo many evaſions, that all 
cir in me art of man can never bind them ſo faſt, but 
hough Wt an eaſy diſtinction ſhall give them a ſtart- 
t ſome ng-hole to eſcape the ſcandal of being baMed. 
elieve They will cut aſunder the tougheſt argument 

| "1th as much eaſe as Alexander did the gor- 
3 but lian knot : they will thanderout ſo many rat- 
m by, ling terms as ſhall fright an adverſary into 
\ firing WWE nviction. They are exquiſitely dexterous 
as * n unfolding the moſt intricate myſteries : they 


ill tell you to a tittle all the ſucceſſive pro- 
eedings of aomnipotence in the creation of 
le univerſe : they will explain the preciſe 
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manner of original ſin being derived from eur 


firſt parents: they will ſatisfiy you in what 


manner, by what degrees, and in how long a 
time, our Saviour was conceived in the virgin's 
wemb, ard demonſtrate in the conſecrated wa- 
fer how accidents may ſubſiſt without a ſubje, 
Nav, theſe are accounted trivial, eaſy quel- 
tions; they have y et far greater difficulties be. 
bind, which notwithſtanding they ſolve with 
as much expedition as the ſormer : as namely, 
whether ſupernatural generation requizes any 
inſant of time for its acting? whether Chriſt 
as a fon, bears a double ſpecifically diſtin 
relation to God the Father, and his virgin me- 
ther? whether this propoſition is pe ſſible to be 


true, the firſt perſon of the Trinity hated the 


ſecond? whether God, who took our nature 


upon him in the form of a man, could as well 


have become a woman, a devil, a beaſt, ay 
herb, or a ſtone? and were it fo poſſible tha 
the Godhead had appeared in any ſhape of ay 
inanimate ſubſtance, how he ſhould then have 


| preached his goſpel? or how have been nailed 


to the croſs? whether if St. Peter had cele- 
brated the eucharilt at the ſame time our Sa. 


viour was hanging on the croſs, the conſecrated 


bread would have been tranſubſtankiated inte 
the ſame body that remained on the tree? whe- 
ther in Chriſts corporal preſence in the ſacr- 
mental wafer, his humanity be not abſtrafted 
from his Godhead ? whether aſter the reſu- 
rection we ſhall carnally eat and drink as 4 
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our do in this life? there are a thouſand other 
"WH more ſublimated and refined niceties of no- 
tions, Relations, quantities, formalities, quid- 
dities, hæcceities, and ſuch like abſtruſities, 
as one would think no one could pry into, ex- 
cept he had not only ſuch cats-eyes as to ſee 
beſt in the dark, but even ſuch a piercing fa- 
culty as to ſee thro? an inch-board, and ſpy out 
what really never had any Being. Add to 
theſe ſome of their tenets and opinions, which 
are ſo abſurd and extravagant, that the wildeit 
fancies and Stvicks which they ſo much diſdain 
and decry as paradoxes, ſeem in compariſon 
juſt and rational; as their maintaining, that 
it is a leſs aggravating fault to kill a hundred 
men, than for a poor cobler to ſet a ſtitch on 
the ſabbath-day ; or, that it is more juſtifiable 
to do the greateſt injury imaginable to others, 
than to tell the leaſt lie our ſelves. And theſe 


e 13 ſubtilties are alchymfzed to a more refined 
0" 7 WY fublimate by the abſtracting brains of their ſe- 
t = veral ſchool- men; the realiſtss the nominaliſts, 
* the thomiſts, the albertiſts, the occamiſts, the 
! "6 ſcotiſts; theſe are not all, but the rehearſal of 
ve p a few only, as a ſpecimen of their divided 
cre es: in each of which there is much of 
. ny: deep learning, ſo much of unfathomable diff 
| *. culty, that J believe the apoſtles themſelves 


\ Rel would ſtand in need of a new illuminating 

4 pirit, if they were to engage in any contro- 
ery with theſe new divines: St. Paul no 
zreſtion had a full meaſure of faith, yet when 
| K 3 * 
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he lays down faith to be the ſubſtance of entru 
things not ſeen, theſe men carp at it for ay pable 
imperfect definition, and would undertake to Ris1 


teach the apoſtles better logick. Thus the ſenſib 
ſame holy author wanted for nothing of the that! 
grace of charity, yet (ſay they) he deſcribes ſectu- 
and defines it but very unaccurately, when he actua 
treats of it in the thirteenth chapter of his firſt MW natio! 
epiſtle to the Corinthians. The primitive diſ. form- 
ciples were very frequent in adminiſtring the baptit 
holy ſacrament, breaking bread from houſe'ty MW guiſh! 
houſe ; yet ſhould they be aſked of the Termiis chara. 
a quo, and the Terminus ad quem, the nature of WM in the 
tranſubitantiation ? the manner how one body God 

can be in ſeveral places at the ſame time? the MW mutt \ 
difference betwixt the ſeveral attributes of it doe: 
Chriſt in heaven, on the croſs, and in the con- them 

ſecrated bread ? what time is required for the the fan 
tranſubſtantiating the bread into fleſh ? how MM -and to 
jr can be done by. a ſhort ſentence pronounced MM with t 
by the prieſt, which ſentence is à ſpecies df IM 2 circ 


_ diſcreet quantity, that has no permanent un-. -intrica 
Hum? were they aſked (I ſay) theſe, and threeſc 
ſeveral other confuſed queries, I do not believe Far 
they could anſwer ſo readily as our mincing vet ne: 
ſchoolmen now- days, take a pride to do. and gr 
They were well acquainted with the virgin us like 
Mary, yet none of them undertook to prove the dit 
that ſhe was preſerved immaculate from orig Herti. 
nal fin, as ſome of our divines very hotly con- invite 1 
tend for. St. Peter had the kevs given to him it iuto 
and that by our Saviour himſelf, who-had never whethe 
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entruſted him, except he had known him ca- 
pable of their manage and cuſtody ; and yet 
is much to be queſtioned whether Peter was 
ſenſible of that ſabtilty broached by Scotus, 
that he may have the key of knowledge ef- 
fectually for others, who has no knowledge 
actuallv in himſelf. Again, they baptized all 
nations, and yet never taught what was the 
formal, material, efficient, and final cauſe of 
baptiſm, and certainly never dreamt of diſtin- 
guiſhing between a delible and an indelible 
character in this ſacrament. They worſhipped: 
in the ſpirit, following their maſter's injunction, 
God is a ſpirit, and they which worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit, and in truth; yet 
it does not appear that it was ever revealed to 
them how divine adoration ſhould be paid at 
the ſame time to our bleſſed Saviour in heaven, 
and to his picture here below on a wall, drawn. 
With two fingers held ont, a bald crown, and: 


2 circle round his head. To reconcile theſe 


intricacies to an appearance of reaſon requires 
threeſcore years experience in metaphyſicks. 
FaRTHER, the apoſtles often mention Grace, 
yet neverdiftinguiſh between gratia, gratis data, 
and gratia gratificans, They earneftly exhort, 
us likewiſe to good works, yet never explain: 
the difference between Opus operans, and Opus 
oprratum. They very frequently preſs and 
invite us to ſeek after charity, without dividing 
it into infuſed and acquired, or determinin 
whether it be a ſubſtance or an accident; a cre- 


ated. 
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ated or an uncreated being. They dete tl 
fin themſelves, and warned others from th 
commiſſion of it; and yet I am ſure they could 
never have defined fo dogmatically, as the 
Scotiſts have ſince done. St. Paul, who in others 
judgment is no Jeſs the chief of the apoſtles, 
than he was in his own the chief of finners, 
who being bred at the feet of Gamaliel, was 
certainly more eminently a ſcholar, than any 
of the reſt, yet he often exclaims againſt vain 
philoſophy, warns us from deting about que) 
ons and ſtrifes of words, and charges us 
avoid profane and vain babblings, and ch. 
poſitions of ſcience falſſy fo called; which h 
would not have done, if he had thought if 
worth his while to have become acquainted 
with them, which he might ſoon have been, 


the diſputes of that age being but ſmall, and 


more intelligeable ſophiſms, in reference 10 
the vaſtly greater intricacies they are now in. 
proved to. But vet however our ſcholaſtick 
divines are ſo modeſt, that if they meet with 
any paſſage in St. Paul, or any: other penman 
of holy writ, which is not ſo well modelled, 
or. critically diſpoſed of, as they could wiſh, 
they will nat roughly condemn it, but bend it 
rather to a favourable interpretation, out of 
reverence to antiquit,,, and reſpe£ to the holy 
ſcriptures ; though indeed it were unreaſonable 
to expect any thing of this nature from tlie 
apoſtles, whoſe lord and miſter had given unto 
them to know the myſteries of God, but not 
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thoſe of philoſophy. If the ſame divines meet 
with any thing of like nature unpalitable in 
dt. Chryſoſtom, St. Bazil, St. Hierom, or 
others of the fathers, they will not ſtick to ap- 
peal from their authority, and very fairly re- 
ſolve that they lay under a miſtake: Yet theſe 
ancient fatners were they who confuted both 
the Jews and Heathens, though they both ob- 
ſtinately adhered to their reſpective prejudices z 
they confuted them, (I ſay,) yet by their lives 
and miracles, rather than by words and ſyllo- 
giſms; and the perſons they thus proſelyted 
were downright honeſt, well meaning people, 
ſuch as underſtood plain ſenſe better than any 
artificial pomp of reaſoning: Whereas if our 
divines ſhould now ſet about the gaining con- 
verts from pagnaniſm by their metaphyſical 
ſubtilties, they would find that moſt of the 
perſons they applied themſelves to were either 
ſo ignorant as not at all to apprehend them, or 
fo impudent as to ſcoff and deride them; or 
hnally, ſo well ſkilled at the ſame Weapons, 
that they would be able to keep their paſs, and: 
fence off all aſſaults of conviction : and this laſt: 
way the victory would be altogether as hope- 
leſs, as if two perſons were engaged of ſo equal. 
frength, that it were impoſlible any one ſhould, 
overpowen the other. | 

Ir my judgment might be taken, I would: 
adviſe chriſtians, in their next expedition to a 
holy war, inftead of thoſe many unſucceſsful 
egions, which they have hitherto ſent to en- 
| counter 
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counter the Turks and Saracens, that thi 
would furniſh out their clamorous Scotiff 
their obſtinate Occamiſts, their invincible Al 
bertiſts, and all their forces of tough, crab! 
bed and profound diſputants: the engage! 
ment, I fancy, would be mighty pleaſant, 
and the victory we may imagine on our fide 


not to be queſtioned. For which of the ene. 
mies would not vail their turbants at ſo ſolems 
an appearance? which of the fierceſt Nang 
65 


* 


would not throw away his ſcimiter, an 


the half- moons be eclipſed the interpoſitidi of 


ſo glorious an army. 


I Surrosk you miſtruſt J ſpeak all this "by 

way of jeer and irony; and well I miy, 
fince among divines themſelves there are ſome 
ſo ingenious as to deſpiſe theſe captious an 
frivolous impertinences : they look upon it & 


a kind of profane ſacriledge, and a little lefi 


than blaſphemous impiety, to determine 0 


fuch niceties in religion, as ought rather to be 
the ſubject of an humble and uncontradicting 
faith, than of a ſcrupulous and iggquiſitive rea. 
ſon: they abhor a defiling the myſteries af 


chriſtianity with an intermixture of heatheniſſ 


philoſohy, and judge it very improper to re- 


duce divinity to an obſcure ſpeculative ſcience, 


whoſe end is ſach a happineſs as can be gain'd 


only by the means of practice. But alas, thoſe 
notional divines, however condemned by the 
ſoberer judgment of others, are yet mightily 


pleaſed with themſelves, and are ſo laboriouſſy 
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Ki intent upon proſecuting their crabbed ſtudies, 
1 that they cannot afford ſo much time as to read 
a ſingle chapter in any one book of the whole 
1b ible: And while they thus trifle away their 
niſſpent hours in traſh and babble, the 
bink that they ſupport the Catholick Church 
ade with che props and pillars of propoſitions and 
Wh llogiims, no leſs effectually than Atlas is 
| eng tcigned by the poets to ſuſtain on his ſhoulders 
qe burden of a tottering world. Their privi- 
T ledges too and authority are very conſiderable : 
they can deal with any text of ſcripture as with 
a noſe of wax, knead it into what ſhape beſt 


. 0 ſuits their intereſt; and whatever concluſions 
mij, they have dogmatically reſolved upon, they 
forld would have them as 4rrepealably ratified as So- 
; anl len's laws, and in as great force as the ve 

ir ecrees of the papal chair. If any be ſo bold 
eo remonſtrate to their deciſions, they will 
e bring him on his knees to a recantation of his 


Impudence. They ſhall pronounce as irrevo- 
ably as an oracle, this propoſition is ſcanda- 
lous, that irreverent ; this has a ſmack of 
hereſy, and that is bald and improper: fo that 
It is not the being baptized into the church, 
he believing of the ſcriptures, the giving 
redit to St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Hierom, St. 
Auguſtin, nay, or St, Thomas Aquinas him- 
ſelf that ſhall make a man a chriſtian, except 
be have the joint ſuffrage of theſe novices in 
learning, who-have bleſſed the world no doubt 
th a great many diſcoveries, which had never 
WM — come 
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Tome to light, if they had not ſtruck thefy 


of ſubtilty, out of the flint of obſcurity, The 
| Todleries ſure muſt be a happy employ. 


Rick at 
pretend 


to talk 


FarTHER, they make as many partition gaviſn 
and diviſions in hell and purgatory, and de. Finall 
ſcribe as many different ſorts and degrees g ee 
puniſhment, as if they were very well acqua. mective 
ed with the ſoil and ſituation of thoſe infer - 2 


regions. And to prepare a ſeat for the hlel 

above, they invent new orbs, and * 4 
empyrzan heaven, ſo wide and ſpacious z ereat le 
they had purpoſely contrived it, that the Hand ir a 


rified ſaints might have room enough to Hd 
Aceh ords, a 
to feaſt, or to take any recreation. . i of er, tl 
Wir theſe, and a thouſand more ſuch ic a pe 
toys, their heads are more ſtuffed and fur he cathe 
than Jove, when he went big of Pallas in! Tae! 


ck fools 


brain, and was forced to uſe the * { 


Vulcan's axe to eaſe him of his teeming, Wo 

"88 !1gious 
den. Do not wonder therefore, that at pukhoal-1f ver 
diſputations, they bind their heads with, ver 
many caps one over another, Tor this is to pf e forme 


vent the loſs of their brains, which would othey 
wiſe break out from their uneaſy confinemen 
It affords likewiſe a pleaſant ſcene of laughter 


mplies, z 
$ they a 
paſs any! 


to liſten to theſe divines in their hotly manage. 1 ca 
diſputations; to ſee how proud they are Mir ww 
talking ſuch hard gibberiſh, and ſtammerig not 
out ſuch blundering diſtinctions, as the aud that la 


tors perhaps may ſometimes gape at, but { 
dom apprehend: and they take ſuch a libenj 
in their ſpeaking of Latin, that they from ; 


ents of: 
erged tl 
f men ar; 
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Rick at the exactneſs of ſyntax or concord; 
pretending it is below the majeſty of a divine 
Wt» talk like a pzdagogue, and be tied to the 
Lon WY (laviſh obſervance of the rules of grammar. 
1 des Finally, they take a vaſt pride, among other 
es A citations, to alledge the authority of their re- 
an ſpective maſter, which word they bear as pro- 
ere pound a reſpect to as the Jews did to their 
effable tetragammaton, and therefore they will 
be ſure never to write it any otherwiſe than in 
great letters, MA GIS TER NOST ER; 
and if any happen to invert the order of the 
vords, and ſay, agſter magi/ler, inſtead of magifier 
fer, they will preſently exclaim againſt him 
a peſtilent heretick and underminer of 
"the catholick faith. | 8 
Tux next to theſe are another ſort of brain- 
ck fools, who ſtile themſelves monks and of 
eligious orders, though they aſſume both 
tles very e : for as to the laſt, they 
5 ave very little of religion in them; and as to 
to de former, the etymology of the word monk 
mplies, a ſolitarineſs, or being alone; where - 
$ they are ſo thick abroad that we cannot 
daſs any ſtreet or alley without meeting them. 
ow [ cannot imagine what one degree of 
men would be more hopelefly wretched, if 
did not ſtand their friend, and buoy them up 
n that lake of miſery, which by the engage- 
ents of a holy vow they have voluntarily im- 
erged themſelves in. But when thefe ſort 
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| = very 
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very ſight of them is thought ominous, I 1124 
. — highly in — with themſely — 
and fond admirers of their own happinets 
The firſt ſtep whereunto they eſteen a pr tying 
found 1gnorance, thinking carnal Knowled hors 
a great enemy to their ſpiritual welfare, a ok: b. 
ſeem confident of becoming greater proficient MY 
In divine myſteries the leſs they are poiſoned their 
with any humane learning. They imagine, right 
that they bear a ſweet conſort with the ez 91 50 
venly 3 when they tone out their daily WM: [vert 
alley of pſalms, which they rehearſe, onlyM: 1 


*critic 


by rote, without permitting their under. While 
ſtanding or affections to go along with the dance 
voice. Among theſe ſome make a good 15 All or, 
table trade of beggary, going about from hon amor o 
to houſe, not like the apoſtles, to break, but. 'profeſſ 
beg, their bread ; nay thruſt into all publ. pi 
houſes, come aboard the paſſage-boats, get ip nate fo 
the travelling waggons, and omit no — Wa c 
tunity of time or place for the craving people 1. .1 - 
charity; doing a great deal of injury to ca ſuch nit 
mon highway beggars, by mterloping in thei RES © 
araffick of alms. And when they are tf wear th 
voluntarily poor, deſtitute, not provided vi hair 0415 
two coats, nor with any money in their puff but oth 
they have the impudence to pretend that ti frocks 
imitate the firſt diſciples, whom their male hair. 8 
expreſly ſent out in ſuch an equipage. I money, 
pretty to obſerue how they regulate all fn f d- 
actions as it were by weight and meaſure, I All their 


Io exact a proportion, as if the whole los 


more th 
tle * 
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their religion depended upon'the omiſſion of 
the leaſt punctilio. Thus they muſt be very 
critical in the preciſe number of knots, to the 
ty ing on of their ſandals; what diſtinct colours 
their reſpective habits, and what ſtuff made 
of; how broad and long their girdles; how big. 
and in what faſhion, their hoods; whether 
their bald crowns be to a hairs-breath of the 
Tight cut; how many hours. they muſt ſleep, 
at what minute riſe to prayers, &c. And theſe 
\ſereral cuſtoms are altered according to the 
humburs of different perſons and places. 
"While they are ſworn to the ſuperſtious obſer- 
yance of thefe trifles, they do not only deſpiſe 
all others, but are very inclinable to fall out 
among themſelves; for though they make 

profeſſion of an apoſtolick charity, yet they 
will pick a quarrel, and be implacably paſſio- 
"nate for ſuch poor provocations, as the girting 
on a coat the wrong way, for the wearing of. | 
cloaths a little too darkiſh coloured, or, an ß, 
ſuch nicety, not worth. the ſpeaking of. Some 
are ſo obſtinately ſuperſtitious, that they. will 
wear their upper garment of ſome coarſe dogs 
hair ſtuff, and that next their ſłin as ſoft as ſilk: 
but others on the contrary will have linen 
frocks outermoſt, and their ſhirts of woo), or 
hair. Some again will not touch a piece of 
money, though they make no ſcruple of the 
ſn cf drunkenneſs, and the luſt of the fleſh. 
All their ſeveral orders are mindful of nothing 
more than of their being diſtmguiſhed each 
1 * from 
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from other by their different cuſtoms and 
habits. They ſeem indeed not fo careful df 
becoming like Chriſt, and of being known to. 
be his Nie les, as the bein ws, Fas to one 
another, and diſtinguiſhable Gor followers of 
their ſeveral founders. A great part of their 
religion conſiſts in their title: ſome will be 
called cordeliers, and theſe ſubdivided into 
capuchines, minors, mimms, and mendicants} 
ſome again are ſtiled benedictines, others af 
the order of St. Bernard, others of that of $i; 


Bridget; ſome are Auguſtin monks, fone 


Willielmites, and other Jacobiſts, as if the'coms 
mon name of Chriſtian were too mean and 
vulgar. Moſt of them place their greateſt 
fret, for ſalvation on a ſtrict conformity to theit 
| foppiſh ceremonies, and a belief of their le- 
gendary traditions; wherein they fancy to 
— acquitted themſelves with ſo much of 
ſnper-errogation,. that one heaven can never be 
a condign reward for their meritorious life; 
little thinking that the judge of all the earth 
at the laſt day ſhall put them off, with a who 
hath required theſe things at your hands? and 
call them to an account only for the ſteward- 
ſhip of his legacy, which was the precept of 
love and charity, It will be pretty to hear 
their pleas before the great tribunal: one will 
_ how he mortifed his carnal appetite by 
feeding only upon fiſh : another will urge that 
he ſpent moſt of his time on earth in the divine 
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how many days he faſted, and what ſevere 


penance he impoſed on himſelf for the bring- 
ing his body into ſubjection: another ſhall 


produce in his own behalf as many ceremonies 


as would load a fleet of merchant-men : a 
fifth ſhall plead, that in threeſcore years he 
never ſo much as touched a piece of money, 


except he fingered it through a thick pair of 


gloves: a ſixth, to teſtify his former humility, 
ſhall bring along with him his ſacred hood, fo 
old and naſty, that any ſeaman had rather ſtand 


bare headed on the deck, than put it on to 


defend his ears from the ſharpeſt ſtorms : the 
next that comes to anſwer for himſelf ſhall 
plead, that fer fiſty years together, he had 
lived like a ſponge upon the ſame place, and 
was content never to change his homely habi- 


tation: another ſhall whiſper ſdftly, and tell 


the judge he has loſt his voice by a continnal 


finging of holy hymns and anthems : the next 


ſhall confeſs how he fell into a lethargy by a 
ſtrict, reſerved, .and ſedentary life: and the laſt- 
ſhall imitate that he has forgot to ſpeak, by 


having always kept ſilence, in. obedience: to 


heed Teaſt he ſhould 


the injunction of taking 
But amidſt all 


their fine excuſes our Saviour ſhall interrupt 
them with this anſwer, woe. unto you ſcribes 
and phariſees, hypocrites, verily. I know you 
not; I leſt you but one precept, of loving one 
another, which I do not hear any one plead 
he bas faithſully CO I told you plainſy 

; 3 — 
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e 


in my goſpel, without any 1 that my 


fathers kingdom was prepared, not for ſuch-a 
ſhould lay claim to it by auſterities, prayers, ox 
faſtings, but for thoſe who ſhould render them 
ſelves worthy of it by the exerciſe of faith, and 
the offices of charity: I cannot own ſuch az 
depend on their own merits without a reliance 
on my mercy : as many of you therefore az 
truſt to the broken reeds of your own deſens, 
may even go ſcarch out a new heaven, for:you 
ſhall never enter into that, which fronythe 
foundations of the world was prepared only 
for ſuch as are true of heart. When theſt 
monks and friars ſhall meet with ſuch a ſhanis 
ful repulſe, and fee that ploughmen and mie. 
chanicks are admitted into that kingdom, from 
which they themſelves are ſhut out, how ſneak 
ingly will they look? and how pitifully flink 
away? yet till this laſt trial they had more 
comfort of a future happineſs, becauſe more 
hopes of it than any other men. And theſe 

erſons are not only great in their own eyes, 
bor highly eſteemed and reſpected by others, 
eſpecially, thoſe of the order of mendicant; 
whom none dare to offer any affront to, becauſe 
as confeſſors they are intruſted with all the 
fecrets of particular intrigues, which they are 
bound by oath not to diſcover ; yet many 
times, when they are almoſt drunk, they can- 
not keep their tongue ſo far within their head, 
as not to be babbling out ſome hints, and 
ſhewing themſelves ſo full, that they are n 


pain 


the J. 
xeven 
haran 
flectio 
needs 
nor v 
claimi 
bribe 
is mee 


very ti 


Lord! 
height 
What | 
what f 
and di! 


art of « 


own 


mer of 
Jarge u 
implor 
rowed 
then 11 
ſhall t: 
ſeriptic 
they ar 
they fl 
dragon 
faſting, 
ſhall p: 
diack ; 


they ſh 


Erasmus's praiſe of FocLyY 115 
t my Wl pain to be delivered. If any perſon give them 
ch dg the leaſt provocation, they will be ſure to be 
s ot revenged of him, and in their next publick 
bemi harangue give him ſuch ſhrew'd wipes and re- 
, and Wl fictions, that the whole congregation muſt 
ch as MW needs take notice at whom they are levelled ; 
lance MW nor will they ever deſiſt from this way of de- 
re IM claiming, till their mouth be ſtopped with a 
ſens, MW bribe to hold their tongue. All their preaching 
r:you Ml is meer ſtage-playing, and their delivery the 


n/the very tranſports of ridicule and drollery. Good 
only MW Lord! how mimical are cheſe geſtures? what 
'theſe IM heights and falls in their voice? what toning, 
ane what bawling, what ſinging, what ſqueaking, 


dme. MW what grim:c:s, making of mouths, apes faces, 

from and diſtorting of their countenance, and this 

neak» art of oratory as a choice myſtery, they convey 
fink down by tradition to one another. Ihe man- 


ner of it | may adventure thus farther to en- 


more I darge upon. Firſt, in a kind of mockery they 
theſe MW implore the divine aſſiſtance, which they bor- 
ezes, Ml rowed from the ſokkmn cuſtom of the poets : 


then if their text ſuppoſe be of charity, they 
ſhall take their exordium as far off from a de- 


cauſe ſcription of the river Nile in Egypt; or if 
ll the they are to diſcourſe of the myſtery of the croſs, 
y are they ſhall begin with a ſtory of bell and the 
many dragon; or perchance if their ſubje& be of 
7 can- Wi faſting, for an entrance to their ſermon they 
head, ſhall paſs through the twelve ſigns or the zo- 


giack ; or laſtly, if they are to preach of faith, 
they ſhall addreſs themſelves in a long mathe- 
æmatical account of the quadrature ofthe circle. 
| I my 


rod, FErasmus* Praiſe of FolLy, 


I my ſelf once heard a great fool ( a a fois, 


ſcholar, I would have ſaid) undertaking im fery | 


laborious diſcourſe to explain the myſtery gf 
the holy trinity ; in the unfolding whereof, 
that he might ſhew his wit and reading, az 

together ſatisfy itching ears, he proceeded in 
new method, as by inſiſting on the letters, fu 
lables, and propoſition, on the concord of noyg, 
and verb, and that of noun ſubſtantive, ang 
noun adjective; the auditors all wondreg, aug 


ſid of 
three c 
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& the 
0 d im} 
hat in 
he /ar 
ge 


ſome mumbled to themſelves that hemiſtich Hrhere 
Horace, 3 ä tl xplain 
Why all this needle/s traſh ? & 5 = 
| . 9134 ht | 
But at laſt he brought it thus far, that he coull 5 king 
demonſtrate the whole trinity, to be reps ſling 0 
ſented by theſe firſt rudiments of grammar, az eing in 
clearly and plainly as it was poſſible for a m the E 
"thematician to draw a triangle in the ſand ; andi is tern 
for the making of this grand diſcovery, thiiWie holy 
ſubtle divine had plodded ſo hard for cight ickedn 
months together, that he ſtudied himſelf , hile al! 
blind as a beetle, the intenſneſs of the eye A hood 
his underſtanding over-ſhadowing and extiu- Hd wa 


guiſhing that of his body; and yet he did nd: hem, as 
at all repent him of his blindneſs, but think to fon 
the loſs of his ſight an eaſy purchaſe for the Hribes ! 
gain of glory and credit. ä , We two 1 

I heard at another time a grave divine, of Ip longe 
fourſcore years of age at leaſt, fo ſour ani the o 
rtinent 


kard-favoured, that one would be apt to mik: 
truſt that it was Scotus Redivivus ; he takin | 
28 eie 


o * F 
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upon him to treat of the myſterious name, 
gun Jes, did very ſubtilly pretend that in the 
er letters was contained, whatever could be 
lid of it: for firſt, its being declined only with 
three caſes, did expreſly point out the trinity of 
perſons, than that the nominative caſe ended in 
& the accuſative in M, and the ablative in U, 
lid imply ſome unſpeakable myſtery, namely, 
hat in words of thoſe intial letteis was 
ke ſummus or beginning, the medius or mid- 
de, and the ultimus or, end of all things. 
here was yet a more abſtruſe riddle to , | 
xplained, which was by dividing the word 

ES Us into two parts, and ſeparating the 8 
n the middle from the two extreme ſyllables, 
paking a kind of pentameter, the word con- 
iſting of five letters: and this intermedial 8 
'» icing in the Hebrew alphabet called fin, which 
a Mir the Engliſh language ſignifies what the La- 
d : ans term peccatum, was urged to imply, that 
e holy Jeſus ſhould purify us from all ſin and 
ickedneſs. Thus did the pulpiteer cant, 
nile all the congregation, eſpecially the broth- 
rhood of divines, were ſo ſurprized at this 
Id way of 9 that wonder ſerved 


did not Wem, as grief did Niobe, almoſt turned them 
thinks Ito tones; I among the reſt (as Horace de- 
for the ribes Priapus viewing the enchantments of 


e two ſorcereſſes, Canidia and Sagane, ) could 


ine, of p longer contain, but let fly a cracking report 
our and the operation it had upon me, Theſe im- 
ainent introductions are not without reaſon 


condemned ; 
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11 Ws} 
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{20.0 Then 

condemned; for of old, whenever Dem : 00 
henes among the Greeks, or Tully among ty E ſuppo 
Latins, N their orations with ſo great; ferrify 
digreſſion from the matter in hand, it was a. "thy 
way looked upon as improper and unele ant: comes 
and indeed, were ſuch a long-fetche e. beir! 
ordium any token of a good invention, wi Here 
herds and ploughmen might lay claim to te f men 
title of men of greateſt parts, ſince upon a bther 
argument it is eaſieſt for them to talk what Ty upon ; 
leaſt to the purpoſe. Theſe preachers r gta 
their preamble (as we may well term 1t,] Herr 
be the moſt faſhionable, when it is farthel EDU 
from the ſubject they propoſe to treat if, De Ar. 
while each auditor fits and wonders what they” 
drive at, and many times mutter out the come 
plaint of Virgil, | MW Their 

* Whither does all this jargon tend? __ 

: RY 1 a 

In the third place, when they come to the w a 
diviſion of their text, they ſhall give only a bd te 
very ſhort touch at the interpretation 0 tie LOG, + 
words, when the fuller explication of ther 3 
ſenſe ouglit to have been their only province hent 
Fourthly, aſter they are a little entred, they up thi 
ſhall ſtart ſome theoliogcal queries, far eb 
enough off from the matter in hand, and were r 
bandy it about pro and con till they loſe u then £ 
the heat of ſcuffle. And here they ſhall On height 
their doors inviacible, ſubtle, ſeraphick _— 
chembick, holy, irrefragable, and ſuch ik 1 ting 
great names, to confirm tlieir ſeveral aſſertiom ee 


? Then 
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Then out they bring their ſyllogiſi i 
majors, their minors, — — — 
ſyppoſitions and diſtinctions, that will nee 
terrily the congregation into an — 
than perſwade them into a conviction. N 4 
comes the fifth act, in which . they ma# e — 
their utmoſt {kill to come off with bots 
Here therefore they fall a telling ſome ſad 
Jamentable ſtory out of their legend, or ſom 

vther fabulous hiſtory, and this they 13 
upon allegorically, tropologically, and analo- 
J : and ſo they draw to a concluſion of 
He cen 3 is a more brain-ſick 
chimæra than ever Horace co ibe in hi 

Ve Arte Poetica, when he Ne 88 en 


Humano Capiti, &c. 


Their praying is altogether idiculous as 
their preaching; for — — 2 
addreſſes to heaven. they ſhould ſet out i 4 
yo and | alous voice, as a token of 44 
ö 1 mol 2.2 * Pp therefore with ſuch 
one ſhould over hear LITE | x 
Py are gone a little way, os cw 
wy 3 L by gn and at laſt bawl 

i if wit pri 

were reſolved to awake a — = 
ow again, being told by rhetorcians that 
eights and falls, and a different cadenc) . 
ee is a great advantage > the 
3 any thing that is ſpoke, they will 
ſometimes as it were mutter their words in- 
wardly 


ſe it in 
all cite 
aphick, 
ch lik 
erti00s, 


Then 
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wardly, and then of a ſudden hollow then 
out, and be ſure at laſt in ſuch a flat falteri 
tone as if their ſpirits were ſpent, and they 
run themſelves out of breath. Laſtly, 
have read that moſt ſyſtems of rhetorick treu 
of the art of exciting laughter, therefore fa 
the effecting of this they will ſprinkle ſome 
jeſts and puns that muſt paſs for ingenuity, 
though they are only the froth of folly and 
affectedneſs. Sometime they will nibble at the 
wit of being fatyrical, though their utmok 
ſpleen is ſo toothleſs, that they ſuck rather 
than bite, tickle rather than ſcratch or wound: 
nor do we ever flatter more than at ſuch times, 
as they pretend to ſpeak with greateſt freedom, 
FinALLY, all their actions are ſo buffooniſh 
and mimical, that any would judge they had 
learned all their tricks of mountebanks and 
ſtage-players, who in action it is true may pet- 
haps outdo them, but in oratgty there is f 
little odds between both, ang bar to de- 
termine which ſeems of longelt Mading in the 
ſchools of eloquence. Yet theſe preachers, 
however ridiculous meet with ſuch hearer, 
who admire them as much as the people of 
Athens did Demoſthenes, or the citizens of 
Rome could do Cicero : among which admi- 
rers are chiefly ſhopkeepers, and women, 
whoſe approbation and good opinion they only 
court; becauſe the firſt, if they are humoured, 
give them ſuch ſnacks out of unjuſt gain; and 
the laſt come and eaſe their grief to them * 
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all pinching occaſions, eſpecially when their 
huſbands are any ways croſs or unkind. 
Tavs much I * N may ſuffice to make 
u ſenſible how much theſe cell-hermits and 
recluſes are indebted to my bounty; who when 
they tyrannize over the conſciences of the de- 


luded laity with fopperies, juggles, and im- 


paſtures, yet think themſelves as eminently 
pious as St. Paul, St. Anthony, or any other 
of the ſaints: but theſe ſtage-divines, not leſs 
ungrate ful diſowners of their obligations to 
folly, than they are impudent pretenders to 
the profeſſion of piety, I willingly take my 
leave of, and paſs now to kings, princes and 
courtiers, who paying me a devout acknow- 
ledgment, may juſtly challenge back the re- 
ſpect of being mentioned and taken notice of 
by me. And firſt, had they wiſdom enough 
to make a true judgment of things, they would 
find their own condition to be more deſpicable 
and ſlaviſh, than that of the moſt menial ſub- 
jets, For certainly none can eſteem perjury 


or parricide a cheap purchaſe for a crown, it 


he does but ſeriouſly reflect on that weight of 
cares 1 diadem is loaded with. He 
that ſits et the helm of government acts in a 


publick capacity, and ſo muſt ſacrifice all 


private intereſt to the attainment of the com- 
mon go:d ; he muſt himſelf be conformable 
to thoſe laws his prerogative exacts, or elſe he 
can expect no obedience paid them from 
others; he muſt have a ſtrict eye over all his 

M inferior 


3 1ferior magiſtrates and officers, or t iſe. 

is to be doubted they will but , Caxelefly' dif 

charge their reſpeCtive duties. Every ing, 
] 


er A fhiny 


in a darker ſphere, and fo their-.wahdrings 
and failings are leſs diſcernable ; where 
princes, being fixed in a more exalted orb, and 
encompaſſed with a brighter dazling luſtre; 
their ſpots are more apparently viſible, and 
their eclipſes, or other defects, influential on 
all that is inferior to them. Kings are baited 
with ſo many temptations and opportunities td 
vice and immorality, ſuch as are high feeding 
liberty, flattery, luxury, and the like, that the) 
muſt ſtand perpetually on their guard, to fence 
off thoſe aſſaults that are always ready to be 
made upon them. In fine, abating from tre 
chery, hatred, dangers, fear and a thouſand 
other miſchiefs impending on crowned heads) 
however uncontroulable they are this fide 
heaven, yet after their reign here they muff 
appear before a ſupreamer judge, and there be 
called to an exact account for the diſcharpe of 
that great Nlewardſhip which was committed th 
their truſt. If princes did but ſeriouſly con- 
fider, (and cor ſider they would if they 2 

| bil 
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i bot wile.) 2 ele many cara of a royal life, 
de would be ſo perplexed in the reſult of 


0 their thoughts hereupon, as ſcarce to eat or 
eee in. quiet. But now by my aſſiſtance they 
bee all theſe cares to the gods, and mind 
only theix own eaſe and pleaſure, and therefore 
ei will admit none to their attendance, but who 
Min divert them with ſport and mirth, leſt they 

ee it be ized and, . 
nel furprizal. of ſober thoughts, They think they 

5 have ſufficiently acquitted themſelves in the 
ant vt of governing, if they do but ride con- 
ſantly a hunting, breed up good race-horſes, 


pt ſell places and offices to thoſe of the courtiers 
that will give molt for them, and find out new 
[it iF for invading of their peoples property, 
es ud hooking in a larger revenue to their own | 
ink! exchequer; for the procurement whereof they 


they wil alsays nave ſome pretended claim and 

Wiitle; that though it be manifeſt extortion, yet 
it may bear the ſhew of law and juſtice: and 
then they dawb over their oppreſſion with a 
abmiſſive, flattering carriage, that they may 
ſo far inſinuate into the affections of the vulgar, 
as they may not tumult nor rebel, but patiently 


ſid | | ] 
mul rouch to burdens and exactions. Let us feign 
ea perſon ignorant of the laws and conſti- 
e ons of that realm he lives in, an enemy to 


he publick good, ſtudious only for his own 
private intereſt, addicted wholly to pleaſures 
nd delights, a hater of learning, a profeſs'd 
aemy to liberty and truth, careleſs and un- 
| M 3 | mindful 
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mindful of the common concerns} taking all 
the meaſures of juſtice and honeſty, fromthe 
falſe beam of ſelf-intereſt and adyantagti after 
this hang about his neck a gold chafg dor xn 
intimation that he ought to have gib vinings 
linked together; then ſet a crown off gold 
and jewels on his head, ſor a token; that 
he ought to overtop and outſhine others al 
commendable qualifications; next, put into is 
hand a royal ſcepter for a ſymbol of juſſice and 
integrity; laſtly, cloath him with purple, for 
an hieroglyphick of a tender love and affectios 
to the commonwealth. If a prince ſhould look 
upon this portraiture, and draw a compariſon 
between that and himſelf, certainly he would 
be aſhamed of his enſigns of majeſty, and be 
afraid of being laughed out of them. 

Nxxr to kings themſelves may come theit 
courtiers, who, though they are for the mg 
part a baſe, ſervile, cringing, low-ſpirited ſort 
of flatterers, yet they look big, ſwell great, 
and have high thoughts of their honour and 
grandeur. Their confidence appears upon ail 
occaiions; yet in this one thing they are very 
modeſt, in that they are content to adorn theit 
bodies with gold, jewels, purple, and other 
glorious enſigns of virtue and wiſdom, but 
leave their minds empty and unfraught ; and 
taking the reſemblance of goodnefs to them- 
ſelves, turn over the truth and reality of it to 
others They think themſelves mighty happy 


in that they can call the king maſter, and be 
| | allowed 
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allowed tl familiarity of talking with him; 
thut che can volubly rchearſe his ſeveral titles 
of auguſt highneſs, ſupereminent, excellence, 
ns Wl and moſt ſerene majeſty, that they can boldly 
vid WM umer in any diſcourſe, and that they have the 
at ecompleat knack of inſinuation and flattery ; for 
all theſe are the arts that make them truly gen- 
3s tel and noble. If you make a ſtricter enquiry 
add after their other endowments, you ſhall find 
for W them meer ſots and dolts. They will ſleep 
tion generally till noon, and then their mercenary 
ook MW chaplains ſhall come to their bed-ſide, and en- 
ion Wl tercain them perhaps with a ſhort morning- 
pold Wl prayer. As ſoon as they are dreſt they muſt 

d de go to breakfaſt, and when that is done, imme- 

_ -» Wl diately to dinner. When the cloth is taken 
their WM away then to cards, dice, tables, or ſome ſuch 
molt Wl like diverſion. After this they muſt have one 
[fort IM or two afternoon banquets, and fo in the eve- 
reat WM ning to ſupper. When they have ſupp'd then 
and begins the game of drinking; the bottles are 

n al marſhall'd, the glaſſes ranked, and round go the 
very healths and bumpers till they are carried to bed. 
their I And this is the conſtant method of paſſing 
ther away their hours, days, months, years, and 


but ages. 1 have many times took great ſatisfaction 
and WW by ſtanding in the court, anke how the 
hem- {Wtawdry butterflies vie upon one an6ther ; the 
it to ladies ſhall meaſure the height of their honours 


app) by the length of their tails, which muſt be 
d be bore up by a page behind. The nobles juſtle 
owed {one another to get neareſt to the king's elbow, 


M 3 += and 


Mu 
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2nd wear gold-chains of that weigh end Gig flio. WT 805 
neſs, as en no leſs ſtrength to Arr. = g01fid: 
they do wealth to purchaſe. 1 nt bao, | 

Axp now for ſome reflexions wpotipope, 
cardinals and biſhops, who in pomp and ſpleh. 
dor have almoſt equalled, if not out-pong js. 
_ cular princes. Now if any one conſider,” that 
their upper crochet of white linen is to fg would 
their unſpotted purity and innocence; ul Alus re 
their fork'd mitres, with both diviſions t white 


together by the ſame knot, are to dente theM-jnnoce 
joint knowledge of theOld and NewTeſtament;MW: buton! 
that their always wearing gloves, repreſents: import 
their keeping their hands clean and undefiledM that it 
from lucre and covetecufneſs ; that the paſtoralſW-nay, v 
ſtaff implies the care of a flock committed ii but on! 
their charge; that the croſs carried befor itie!f i 
them expreſſes their victory over all carnal teachin 
fections: he (I ſay) that conſiders this, n admoiſſ 
much more of the like nature, muſt needs con ouſly v 
clude they are entruſted with a very weighty ficing 
and difficult office. But alas, they think blood, 
ſufficient if they can but feed themſelves; u though 
as to their flock, either commend them to t poſſeſſe 
care of Chriſt himſelf, or commit them toi to the 
guidance of ſome inferiour vicars and curate deſtitut 
not ſo much as remembring what their nan fiderati, 
of Biſhop imports, to wit, labour, pains A ambitio 
diligence, but by baſe ſimoniacal contra would 
they are in a profane ſenſe Epiſcopi, i. e. oven} them, o 
feers of their own gain and income. ful anc 


Were. 
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„ Scfeardinals in like manner, if they did but 
gonſider that the church ſuppoſes them to ſuc- 
ceed in the room of the apoſtles ; that there- 
fore: they muſt behave them elves as their pre- 
deceſſors, and fo not be lords, but diſpenſers, 
of ſpiritual gifts, of the diſpoſal whereof they 
muſt one day render a ſtrict account: or if they 
would but reflect a little on their habit, and 
Anus reaſon with themſelves, what means this 
;white upper garment, but only an unſpotted 
innocence ? what ſignifies my inner purple, 
but only an ardent love and zeal to God? what 
-jmports my outermoſt pall, ſo wide and long 
that it covers the whole mule when J ride, 
nay, would be big enough to cover a camel, 
but only a diffuſive charity, that ſhould ſpread 
itielf for a ſuccour and protection to all, by 
teaching, exhorting, comforting, reproving 
.admoiſhing, compoſing of differences, courage- 
ouſly withſtanding wicked princes, and ſacri- 
fing for the ſafety of our flock our life and 


blood, as well as our wealth and riches ; 


though indeed riches ought not to be at all 
poſſeſſed by ſuch as boaſt themſelves ſucceſſors 
to the apoſtles, who were poor, needy and 
deſtitute : I ſay, if they did but lay theſe con- 
ſiderations to heart they would never be ſo 
ambitious of being created to this honour, they 
would willingly reſign it when conferred upon 
them, or at leaſt 3 be as induſtrious, watch» 
ful and laborious, as the primitive apoſtles 
were. 

Now 


* 
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Now as to the popes of Rome, fg 
tend themſelves Chriſt's vicars, if hey woll 
but imitate his exemplary life, inthe hei 
imployed in an unintermitted courſ,of piryghs 
ing; in the being attending with poverty, na 
kedneſs, hunger, and a contempt of this 
world; if they did but conſider the import a5 
the word pope, which ſignifies a father; oni 
they did but practice their ſirname of moſt h 
ly, what order or degrees of men would be it 
a worſe condition? there would be then 50 
fuch vigorous making of parties, and buying gf 
votes, in the conclave upon a vacancy of thut 
ſee : and thoſe who by bribery, or other in 
direct courſes, ſhould get themſelves elected, 
would never ſecure their fitting firm in the; 
chair by piſtol, poiſon, ſorce and violence, 
How much of their pleaſure would be abate; 
if they were but endowed with one dram of 
wiſdom ? wiſdom did I ſay ? nay, with one: 
grain of that ſalt which our Saviour bid them; 
not loſe the ſavour of. All their riches, all 
their honour, their juriſdictions, their Peter's 
patrimony, their offices, their diſpenſations, 


train and attendants, (ſee in how ſhort a com- 
paſs I have abbreviated all their marketing 
of religion ;) in a word, all their perquiſtes 
will be forfeited and loſt ; and in their room 
would ſucceed watchings faſtings, tears, pray. 
ers, . ſermons, hard ſtudies, repenting ſighs, 
and a thouſand ſuch like ſevere penalties : nay, 
* | what 


their licences, their indulgences, their long 
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what's yet more deplorable, it would then 
fottow'that all their clerks, amanuenſes, no- 


offices of gtöoms, oſtlers, ſerving-men, pimps 
(and Tojnewhat elſe, which for modeſty's ſake I 
fall not mention; in ſhort, all theſe troops 
e attendants; which depend on his holieſs, 
$ould all loſe their ſeveral employments. 
This indeed would be hard, but what yet re- 
mains would be more dreadful: the very head 
of tke church, the ſpiritual prince, would 
then be brought from all his ſplendour to the 
poor equipage of a ſcrip and ſtaff, But all this 
ij upon the 

ſtood what circumſtances they are placed in; 
whereas now, by a wholeſome negle& of 


whatever of toil and drudgery belongs to their 
ofice that way aſſign over to St. Peter, or 


one but if there be any thing of pleaſure and gran- 
em: deur, that they aſſume to themſelves, as being 
all N bereunto called: ſo that by my influence no 
cr's ¶ ort of people live more to their own eaſe and 
ns, content. They think to ſatisfy that maſter 
ng they pretend to ſerve, our, Lord and Saviour, 
m- wich the great ſtate and magnificence, with the 


ing Wceremonies of inſtalments, with the titles of 


tes: Ml reverence and holineſs, and with exerciſing 
om their epiſcopal function only in bleſſing and 


ly- {Wcurſing. The working of miracles is old and 
"vs, out- dated, to teach the people is too labourious, 


to 


2 $4vocates, proctors ſecretaries, the 


uppoſition only that they under- 
thinking, they live as well as heart can wiſh: 


St, Paul, who have time enough to mind it; 
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to interpret ſcripture is to evade the. preroon. 


tive of the ſchoolmen, to pray 1s t90 idle, tc 
ſhed tears is cowardiſe and u t Al is 
too mean and ſordid, to be eaſy ia fa 

is beneath the grandeur of him, who, without their e 
being ſued to and intreated, will ſcarce give the gofp 
Princes the honour of kiſſing his toe: finally, indermit 
to die for religion is too ſelf-denying, and to ns and 


be crucified as their Lord of Life is baſe andi nabe th 
ignominious. Their only 7 ought 10% Parther, 

be thoſe of the ſpirit; and o theſe indeed long firf 
they are mighty liberal, as of their interdict, I Aabſiſhe. 
their ſuſpenſions, their denunciations, their ag chriſt he. 
gravations, their greater and leſſer excommu-nethods 
nications, and their roaring bulls, that fright der, 21 
whomever they are thundered againſt ; and ams and 
theſe moſt holy fathers, never iſſue them ougMW; be den. 
more frequently than againſt thoſe, who at theMz:.4 <Q, 
25 inſtigation of the devil, and 080 having the fea chmes be: 
of God before their eyes, do feloniouſly and that the p 
maliciouſly attempt to leſſen and impair St p licencic 
Peter's patrimony: and though that apoſtleW::.. ane 
tells our Saviour in the goſpel, In the name Qt vaged by 1 
I the other diſciples, we have left all, and: it 15 
pllowed you, yet they challenge as his inhe erthe ecſ 
ritance, fields, towns, treaſures, and large do- 00 quiet, 
minions; for the defending whereof, infla- ved in th 
med with a haly zeal, they fight witn fire and "FB? 


ſword, to the great Joſs and effuſion of chriſtian 
blood; thinking they are apoſtolical main- 
tainers of Chriſt's. ſpouſe, the church, when 
they have murdered all ſuch as they call her 

E enemies; 


I old that 
vill put o. 
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xemies ; though indeed the church has no 
enemies more bloody and tyrannical than ſuch 
inpicus popes, who give diſpenſations for 
ſhe not pteaching of Chriſt ; evacuate the 
bun ded n and effect of our redemption by 
their petuniary bribes and ſales; adulterate 
the gofpel by their forced interpretations, and 
mdermining traditions ; and laſtly, by their 
fiſts and wickedneſs grieve the holy ſpirit, and 
make their Saviours wounds to bleed ancw, 
Farther, When the chriſtian church has been all 
dong firft planted, then confirm'd, and fince 
eſtabliſned by the blood of her martyrs, as if 
Chriſt her head would be wanting in the ſame 
methods fill of protecting her, they invert the 
oder, and propegate their religion now by 
ams and violence, which was wont formerly 
h be dene only with patience and ſufferings. 
And though war be ſo brutiſh, as that it be- 
dimes beaſts rather than men; ſo extravagant, 
that the poets feigned it an effect of the furies; 


uſtice and honeſty, ſo deſperate, that it is beſt 
waped by ruſſians and banditti, and ſo unchriſtian 
that it is contrary to the expreſs ccmmands 
of the ecſpel; yet waugre all this, peace is 


ped in the hoiflerouſneſs of war. Amen 

hich undertaking popes, you ſhall have fone 
Þ old that they can ſcarce creep, and yet they 
vill put on a your g, briſk reſolution, will re- 
ove to ſtick at no pains, to ſpare no ceſt, nor 
to 


ſo licencious, that it ſtops the courſe of all 


60 quiet, too ur active, and they muſl be enga- 


132 Ex As Mus's praiſe f ra 
to wave any inconvenience, ſo they, x | ” cb QHATE 
laws, religion, peace, and all Ger gef orns Gainer 
whether ſacred or civil, in peafal ph they ſtivt 
mults and diſtractions. And yet | me. o * ons 
learned fawning courtiers will interpret. thi 2 "wh 
' notorious madneſs for zeal, and". piety and this, 
fortitude, having found out the way 1— lone end 
man may draw his ſword, and heath! it in hi Wardle 0 


brothers bowels, and yet not offend agamſt, then: ho; 
duty of the ſecond table, whereby, We an Rips 6 t 
obliged to love our neighbour as our;{elves,. 

is yet uncertain whether theſe Romi daher = >See then 


have taken example from, or given Preſiden vith oth 
to, ſuch other German biſhops, who, qmitting bbtle in t 
their eccleſiaſtical habit, and other ceremonies krfully fe 
appear openly armed cap-a-pe, like ſo man (ferings, 

champions, and warriours, thinking no doubMMereent to 
that they come ſhort of the duty of their fungi; they t 
tion, if they die in any other place than i her, and: 


open field, fighting the battles of the Lay 
The inferiour clergy deeming it unmannerly 
not to conform to their patrons and diocelags 
devoutly tug and fight for their tythes wit 
ſyllogiſms and arguments, as fiercely as Wii 
. ſticks, ſtones, or any thing that can 


te: for 

nd ſubord 
hd ſupply 
urs have 
ay, many 


Uipion to 

next to hand. When they read the rabbie ive nothin 
fathers, or other ancient writings, how quichWntiſmal | 
ſighted are they in ſpying out any ſentence f it,) ma 
that they may fright the people with, a reſts agai 
make them believe that more than the tenth heir title i 
due, paſſing by whatever they meet with ire, affion 


the fame authors that minds them of the dut 


gulars to 
an 
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MO Arkitufcy f tizeir own office. They never 
ciner tat Weir ſhaven crown 1s a token that 
they ſtidürd Pate off and cut away all the ſu- 
eilucus Tafts*of this world, and give them; 
ves Wholly to divine meditation; but inſtead 
W-this, our bald-pated prieſts think they have 
gone enough, if they do but tumble over ſuch 
Wardle of prayers; which it is a wonder if 
Fock hould hear or underſtand, when they 
Whiſper them ſo ſoftly, and in ſo unknown a lan- 
wage, which they can ſcarce hear or under- 
5 themſelves. This they have in common 
Vith other — that they are moſt 
bbtle in the craft of getting money, and won- 
erfully ſkill'd in thor reſpottive dues 2 ; 
iferings, perquiſites, &c. Thus they are all 
dntent to reap the profit, but as to the burden, 
hat they toſs as a ball from one hand to ano- 
her, and aſſign it over to any they can get or 
re: for as ſecular princes have their judges 
nd ſubordinate miniſters to act in their name, 
id ſupply their ſtead ; ſo eccleſiaſtical gover- 
ours have their deputies, vicars and curates, 
ky, many times turn over the whole care of 
ligion to the laity. The laity, ſuppoſing they 
ve nothing to do with the church, (as if their 
aptiſmal vow did not initiate them members 
fit,) make it over to the prieſts; of the 
teſts again, thoſe that are ſecular, thinking 
heir title implies them to be a little too pro- 
ane, aſſign this taſk over to the regulars, the 
pulars to the monks, the monks bandy it 
* N en 
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From- one order to another, till it:Yigh"wp6 
the mendicants ; they lay it upon t&thrihg 
ſians, which order alone keeps hanefty:ag 
piety among them, but really keepitth@nk 
cloſe that no body ever yet could ſee them 
Thus the Pope thruſting only their ſickle img 
the harveſt of profit, leave all the Mer toil « 
ſpiritual huſbandry to the biſhops, the biſhop 
beſtow it upon the paſtors, the paſtors on thei 
curates, and the curates commit it to the men 


nee Sq 
gau bat 
un .. 
r; and 
forbear fr. 
Libould: b 


dicants, who return it again to ſuch as welWithzes. 
know how to make good advantages of ti A favour 
flock, by the benefit of their fleecte. Nd; firc 
Bur I would not be thought purpoſely i l their ur 
expoſe the weakneſſes of popes and prieftiſikes her 
Jeſt I ſhould ſeem to recede from my title, an inerous, 
make a ſatyr inſtead of a panegyrick.: nor Mat they a 
any one imagine that I refie& on good prince e wich pc 
by commending of bad ones: I did this onlfiiifttlule, de 
in brief, to ſhew that there is no one particui ul in mo 
perſon can lead 2 comfortable life, except ¶ iees, an: 
be entred of my ſociety, and retain me ſ N comman 
his friend. Nor indeed can it be otherwiſ ea favour; 
ſince fortune, that empreſs of the world, is Wh! of pla 
much in league and amity with me, that "eG is ſo 
wiſe, men ſhe is always ſtingy, and ſparing dom, th. 
her gifts, but is profuſely liberal and laviſh WW 4 ito; te 
fools. Thus Timotheus, the Athenian con mind to 
mander, in all his expeditions, was a mirror4 hat dealer 


ring, if! 
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good luck, becauſe he was a little underwittec 
trom him was occaſioned the Grecian provei 
1 Joy uv 1 apa, the net fills though ! 
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ſſenmañ fleeps © there is alſo another favour- 
able proverb; TAgbF Inisra, the owl flies, 
n omen of fucceſs. But againſt wiſe men 
ae pointed theſe ill-aboding proverbs, *Ey: 
55g ness, Born under a bad planet; 
gu, babet ſejanum, he cannot ride the fore-harſe ; 
wrum thilffanum, ill-gotten goods wwill never proj- 
„y; and more to the ſame purpoſe. But [ 
hrbear from any farther proverbializing, left 
[ould be thought to have riſled my Eraſmus's 
lages. To return therefore, fortune we find 
fill favouring the blunt, and fluſhing the for- 
ard; ſtrokes and ſmooths up fools, crowning 
their undertakings with ſucceſs; but wiſdom 
makes her followers baſhful, ſneaking, and 
merous, and therefore you commonly ſee 
at they are reduced to hard ſhifts, muſt grap- 
de with poverty, cold and hunger, muſt lie 
keluſe, deſpiſed and unregarded, while fools 
nul in money, are advanced to dignities and 
fees, and in a word, have the whole world 
command. If any one think it happy to 
ea favourite at court, and to manage the diſ- 
plal of places and preferments, alas, this hap- 
neſs 15 fo far from being attainable by 
dom, that the very ſuſpicion of it would 
t3 ſtop to all advancement. Has any man 


mind to raiſe himſelf a good eſtate? alas 


tat dealer in the world would ever get a 
thing, if he be ſo wiſe as to ſcruple at per- 
ry, biuſh at a lie, or ſtick at any fraud and 
el reaching. 

| N FARTHER 
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FARTHER, does any one appear a candidat TN oY. 
for any eccleſiaſtical dignity ? why, an, aſs, er at the 
a plough-jobber, ſhall ſooner gan? . 
viſe man. Again, are you in 57 any Fate Te 
handſome lady? alzs, women-kind are fo acl - + | - 
dicted to folly ; that they will not at all liſten to To fer 
the courtſhip of a wiſe ſuitor. Finally, where- - 14244 
ever there is any preparation made for. mirth As eaf 
and jollity, all wife men are ſure to be exclu: lte bu ; 
ded the company, leſt they ſhould ſtint the jc, „e 15 
and damp the frolick. In a word, to what tA of 
fide ſoever we turn ourſelves, to popes, princes, fl tus ſtile 
judges, magiſtrates, friends, enemies, rich or '» ' | 
poor, all their concerns are managed by money, MH. fe. 


which becauſe it is undervalued by wiſe men, Mong 
therefore, in revenge to be ſure, it never comes 174.7. poi 


at them. | KM. 
Bur now, though my praiſe and comme 1 odes. 
dation might well be endleſs, yet it is requiſite: Short 1 


I ſhould put ſome period to my ſpeech. e en; 

therefore draw toward an end, when I have n 

firſt confirmed what J have ſaid by the authorit 1 
| tllewhere 


of ſeveral authors. Which by way of farthea 
proof I ſhall inſiſt upon, partly, that I may 7-77 
not be thought to have ſaid more in my o̊ And; 

behalf than what will be juſtified by others MW: © 


and partly, that the lawyers may not check: J rar/ 
me for citing no preſidents nor allegation: ] Than /7 
To imitate them therefore I will produce 1 
ſome reports and authorities, though perhaps of his 3 Pre 
like theirs too, they are nothing to the pur Den 
poſe. le the (: 


Fiks? 
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Finsr then, it is confeſt almoſt to a proverb, 
mat the art of diſſembling is a very neceſſary 
accompliſhment ; and therefore it is a common 
ile artong ſchool-boys, 
To feign the fool when fit occaſions riſe, 
Argue the being more compleatly awiſe. 


Mis eaſy therefore to collect how great a va- 
lic dught to be put upon real folly, when the 
very ſhadow, and bare imitation of it, is fo 
much cſteemed. Horace, who in his epiſtles 
thus ſtiles himſelf. 
y fieek-ſtinn'd corps as ſmooth as if T He 
Mong th fatted ſauiue of Eptcurus fly : 
This poet (1 fay) gives this advice in one of 
his odes. | | 
Short Folly with your counſels mix. 
The epithet of ſhort, it is a true, is a little im- 
proper. The ſame poet again has this paſſage 
tllewhere, 

IWell-timed Folly has a faveet-relifþ. 
And in another place, 


: Pd rather much be cenſured. for a fool, 


Than feel the laſh and ſmart of wiſdom's ſchool. 


Homer praiſes ofTelemachus as much as any one 
of his heroes, and yet he gives him the epithet 
of Ny 7105, Silly: and the Grecians generally 
. M's the ſame word to expreſs children, as a 
"185708. | 

N 3 token 
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token of their innocence. And What eth the 


argument of all Homer's Iliads, but only, a 
Horace obſerves. 1 bass x 


far me 
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Greek ; 
could re 
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uccceſs. 


T he kings and ſuljects dotages contain“ 


How poſitive alſo is Tully's kar 
that all places are filled with fools ? now eve 

excellence being to he meaſured by.its extent 
the goodneſs of folly muſt be of as large com 
pals as thoſe univerſal places ſhe reaches to 
But perhaps chriſtians may flight the authorit 
of a heathen, I could therefcre, if I pleaſed 
back and confirm the truth hereof by the cita 


tions of ſeveral texts of {ſcripture ; thoug Ec 
herein it were perhaps my duty to beg lea there a 
of the divines, that 1 might ſo far intrenei when he 
upon their prerogative. Suppoſing a gran does he 
tte taſk ſeems ſo difficult as to require the imo ine who 
caticn of ſome aid, and aſſiſtauce: yet becauſſi few, wW. 
it is unreaſonable to put the muſes to the trou ene had 
ble and expence of ſo tedious a journey, eſpe; THz 
cially fince the buſineſs is out of their ſpherꝗ h in hi: 


J ſhall chuſe rather (while I am acting the di u. 
vine, and venturing in their polemick diffcuſ before a 
ties.) to wiſh my ſelf for ſuch time animateſi that the 
with Scotus, his briſtling and prickly foul luis 
which I would not care how afterwards it r chapter 
turned to his body, though for refinement WW , the 
were ſtopped at a purgatory by the way. I can ſon is ol 
not but wiſh that I might wholly change n where o 
character, or at leaſt that ſome grave divine, i tes, whe 
my ſtead might rehearſe this part of the _ wauity, \ 
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{r me: for truly I ſuſpe& that ſomebody will 
rcuſe me for plundering the cloſets of thoſe 
reverend men, while I pretend to ſo much di- 
vinity, as muſt appear in my following diſ- 
courſe. Yet however, it may not ſeem ſtrange, 
that. after ſo long and frequent a converſe, I 
have gleaned ſome ſcraps from the divines ; 
fnce Horace's wooden god, by hearing his 
maſter read Homer, learned ſome words of 
Greek. ; and Lucians's cock, by long attention, 
could readily underſtand what any man ſpoke, 
But now to the purpoſe, wiſhing my ſelf 
duccceſs.. 
» EccLESIASTEs doth ſomewhere confeſs that 
there are an infinite number of fools; now 
when he ſpeaks of an infinite number, what 
does he elſe but imply, that herein is included 
.the whole race of mankind, except ſome very 
ifew, which I know not whether ever any 
ou one had yet the happineſs to ſee ? 
Tux prophet Jeremy ſpeaks yet more plain- 
ly in his tenth chapter, where he ſaith, that 
every man is brutiſh in his knowledge, He juſt 
before attributes wiſdem to God alone, ſaying, 
that the aui men of the nations are altogether 
brutiſh and foooliſh, And in the preceding 
chapter he gives this ſeafonable caution, ler 
| 1:1 the auiſe man glory in his wiſdom : the rea- 
ſon is obvious, becauſe no man hath truly any 
where of to glory. But to return to Eeccleſiaſ- 
tes, when he ſaith, vanity of wanities, all is 
vanity, what elſe can we imagine his meaning 
EE to 


140 FErasnuy's Praiſe of Potty. | 
to be, that our whole life is ede e 
continued interlude of Folly ? thiscohfifn 
that aſſertion of Tully, which is delivers i 
that noted paflage we but juſt now thentioned? 
namely, that / places frarm with fools,” Pay! 
ther, what does the ſon of Sirach mean "with 
he ſaitk in Eccleſiaſticus, that the Fol ein chu; 
ed as the moon, while the auiſe man is fixed ar th 
ſun, than only to hint out the folly of mankii 
and that the name of wiſe is due to no Sthet 
but the all-wiſe God? for all interpreters b 


Moon underſtand mankind, and by Sun that 


fountain of all light, the Almighty. The ſam 
ſenſe is implied in that ſaying of our Saviour in 
the goſpel, there 7s none good 3 one, that is Gods 
for if whoever is not wiſe he muſt be con- 
ſequently a fool, and if, according to thr 
Stoicks, every man be wile ſo far only as he f 
good, the meaning of the text muſt be, all 
mortals are unavoidably fools, and there is 
none wiſe but one, that is God. Solomon alſo 
in the fifteenth chapter of his proverbs hath 
this expreſſion Folly is joy to him that is deflitute 
of wiſdom ; plainly intimating, that the wife 


man is attended with grief and vexation, while 


the fooliſh only roul indelight and pleaſure, To 
the ſame purpoſe is that ſaying of his ir the fiſſt 
chap. of Eecleſiaſtes, In much wiſdom is much gritf] 
and he that encreaſeth knowledge encreaſeth ſcrrow, 
Again, it is confeſſed by the ſame preacher in 
the ſeventh chapter of the ſame book, That the 
beart of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning, - 

| Int 
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heart 5 is in the houſe of mirth, This author 
bmſelt had never attained to fuch a portion 
of wiklom,; if he had not applied himſelf to a 
karching, out the frailties and infirmities of 
humane nature; as, if you believe not me, may 
wpear from his own words in his firſt chapter, 
| gave my heart to know wiſdom, and to know 


erycd, that as to the order of words, Folly for 
is advantage is put in the laſt place. Thus 
Eclefiaſtes wrote, and thus indeed did an ec- 
defiattical method require; namely, that what 
bs the precedence in dignity, ſhould come 
lindmoſt in rank and order, according to the 
tenour of that evangelical precept, The /aft ſhall 
le firſt, and the firſt all be laſt. And in Eccle- 
laſticus likewiſe, (whoever was author of the 
holy book, which bears that name) in the 
farty-fourth chapter, the excellency of folly 
above wiſdom is poſitively acknowledged : the 
iery words I ſhall not cite, till I have the ad- 
rantage of an anſwer to a queſtion I am pro- 
pong, this way of interrogating being fre- 
quently 1nade uſe of by Plato in his dialogues 
betweea Socrates, and other diſputants : I aſk. 
you then, what is it we uſually hoard and lock 
up, things of greater eſteem and value, or 
thoſe which are more common, trite and de- 
ſpicable ? why are you ſo backward in making 
r in en auſwer? ſince you are ſo ſhy and reſerv'd, 
„„ take the Greek proverb for a ſatisfactory 
2% epl;; namely, 20 b Fvegts vdety, Foul 
the water 


wwdneſs and folly ; where it is worthy to be ob- | 
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avater is thrown down the ſint; Which: aint; 
that no perſon may ſlight it, may checeom. 
venient to advertiſe. that it comes; frem<o 
meaner an author than that oa oh track; 
Ariſtotle himſelf. And indeed there is g on 
on this fide Bedlam ſo mad as to throw out 
upon the dunghill his gold and jewels, but 
rather all perſons have a cloſe repoiitony to 
preſerve them in, and ſecure them under 
all the locks, bolts and bars, that either art 
can contrive, or fears ſuggeſt : whereas: the 


dirt, pebbles and oyſter-ſhells, that lie ſcattered: 


in the {treets, ye trample upon, paſs by, an 
take no notice of; if then what is more valu- 


able be coffered up, and what leſs fo lies un- 


reguarded, it follows, that accordingly Folly 
ſnould meet with a greater eſteem than wiſcomy 
becauſe that wiſe author adviſes us to the 


keping cloſe and concealing the firſt, and ew 
poſing or laying open the other: as take him 
now in his own words, Better is he that bidbil 


Eis Folly, than him that hidetb his wiſdom. Bev 
ſide, the ſacred text does oft aſcribe innocence! 
and ſincerity to fools, while the wiſe man is apt 


to be a haughty ſcorner of all ſuch as he thinks) 
or cenſures to have leſs wit than himſelf :. for: 
fo I underſtand that paſſage in the tenth chaps: 


ter of Eccleſiaſtes, I hen he that is a fool walis: 
eth by the evay, his wiſdom faileth him, and be. 
faith to every one that he is a ful. Now what 
greater argument of candor or ingenuity can 
there be, than to. demean your ſelf equal * 
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Al others und not think their deſerts any way 
nferorto his own folly, is no ſuch ſcandalous at- 
tribute, but that the wiſe Agur was not aſham- 
amed t6-confeſs it, in the thirtieth chapter of 


aj man, and have not the underſlanding of a 
tn, Nay, St. Paul himſelf, that great doc- 
tor of the Gentiles, writing to his Corinthians, 


zart / at 2 fool, 1 am more; as if to have been leſs 
the: o had been a reproach and diſgrace. But per- 
W laps 1 may be cenſured for miſ-interpreting 
this text by ſome modern annotators, who 
like crows pecking at one another's eyes, find 
fault, and correct all that went before them, 
pretend each their own gloſſes to centain the 


whom my Eraſmus (whom 1 cannot but men- 
tion with- reſpe&) may challenge the ſecond 
place, if not the precedency. This citation 
ay they) is purely 1mpertinent ; the meaning 
of the apoſtle is far difierent from what you 
once dream of: he would not have theſe words ſo un- 
Apt MWcerltood, as if he defired to be thought a greater 


inks Wool than the reſt, but only when he had before 
for: aid, Are they niniſiers of Chriſt? fo am J: as if the 
hap⸗Hequalling himſelf herein to others had been 
Jal:-"too little, he adds, I am more, thinking a bare 
d be equality not enough, unleſs he were even ſu- 
vat Wherior to thoſe he compares himſelf with. This 


le would have to be believed as true; yet leſt 
it might be thought offenſive, as bordering too 
much 


rovers furely (ſaith he) I am more brutiſb than 


readily owns the name, ſaying, If any man 


only true and genuine explication; among 
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144 -Erasuus's pra- ef Forry, 
much on arrogance and conceit, he temperg 
and alleviates it by the covert of Folly. I ſpeale 
(ſays he) as a fool, knowing it to be the pe 
culiar priviledge of fools to ſpeak the truth 
without giving offence, But what St, Pay] 
thoughts were when he wrote this, I leave for 
them to determine. In my own? judgment at 
leaſt I prefer the opinion of the good old tun 
bellied divines, with whom it's ſafer and md 
creditable to err, than to be in the right wit 
ſmattering, raw, novices. 2 85 
Nox indeed ſhould any one mind the late 
criticks any more than the ſenſleſs chattering 
of a daw : eſpecially ſince one of the molt emi 
nent of them (whoſe name I adviſedly coneea 
leſt ſome of our wits ſhould be taunting hin 
with the Greek proverb, Ovos mess Avee. 
ad lyram afimus) magiſterially and dogmatical 
deſcanting upon his text, | are they the miniſie 
of Chriſt ? (1 ſpeak as a fool) I am more, 
makes a diſtin chapter, and (which withou 
good itore of logick he could never have done 
adds a new ſection, and then gives this para 
Phraſe, which I ſhall verbatim recite, that yo 
may have his words materially, as well as for 
mally his ſenſe, (for that's one of their babblin 
diſtinctions.) [ 1 peak as a foel,] that is, if th 
equalling my ſelf to thoſe falſe apoſtles woul 
have been conſtrued as the vaunt of a foo), 
will willingly be accounted a preater fool, b 
taking place of them, and openly pleading 


that as to their miniſtry, I not only come up 
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Fasnet jraye of Folly: 145 
ten with them, but outſtrip and go beyond 
them : though this ſame 350 a little 
after, as it were forgeting what he had juſt 
before delivered, tacks about and ſhifts to 
another interpretation. | 
Bur why do I inſiſt upon any one particular 
example, when in general it is the publick 
charter of all divines, to mould and bend the 
ſacred oracles till they comply with their own 
fancy, ſpreading them (as Heaven by its 
Creator) ike a curtain, cloſing together, or 
drawing them back, as they pleaſe ? Ihus in- 
deed St. Paul himfelf minces and mangles 
ſome citations he makes uſe of, and ſeems to 
wrelt them to a different ſenſe from what they 
were firſt intended for, as is confeſſed by the 
great linguiſt St. Hierom. Thus when that 
apoſtle ſawat Athens the inſcription of an altar, 
he draws from it an argument for the proof of 
the chriſtian religion; but leaving out great 
part of the ſentence, which perhaps if fully re- 
eited might have prejudiced his cauſe, he men- 
„ions only the two laſt words, viz. To the un- 
an God; and this too not without altera- 
tion, for the whole inſcription runs thus: To the 
Ce of Aſia, Europe, % Africa, to all foreign 
qu unknown Gods. 

'Tis in. imitation of the ſame pattern, I 
will warrant you, that our young divines, by 
leaving out four or five words in a place, and 
putting a falſe conſtruction on the reſt, can 
make any paſſage ſerviceable to their own pur- 
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went before, oro iollows:efie the peauie 
meaning appears te: a »Sithermwidetnouphy:or 
perhaps quite contradi Wy; 40 whatthey would 
thruſt and impoſe upon it of i Knack 
the divines are grow now. ſo en pet ihat 
the lawyers themſelves, i begin g bęidq EAR 
of an encroachment n t Was oN 
their ſole priviledge and Practice. Auch indes 
what can they deſpair of pr aving, o ſinggathe 
fore- mentioned commentafor:i{1,{hadi,almatt 
blundered out his name, but HI am gr 
ſtrained by fear of the h ec progerbial 
ſarcaſm, ) did upon a text ef t, n EHKke NH 
interpretation, no more Agra the JF: 
ning of the place, than onę ontrary/ (atality; 4 
to another? the paſſage:isAhjss:whemnJudass 
treachery was preparing Df RxFgteds:a0d 
accordingly it ſeemed requifitetÞhat.all; the, dit 
ciples ſhould be provided to gyardiand, fcme 
their aſſaulted maſter, gur Saviour, that; be 
might piouſly caution them againſt re liancꝶ ſor 
his delivery on any worldly ſtrengtha àſls them, 
whether in all their embaſſy they: lacked, amy 
thing, when he had ſent them ut ſo vnfuf 
niſhed for the performance. of a Jong journey 
that they had not ſo much as :$1995 10, defeyd 
their feet from the neee alen Hom 
or a ſcrip to carry a mea 5 Men in 1 ABR: wen 
they had anſwered that they lacked nothing 
he adds, But uncao he that hallo parje let bi 
Jake it, aud lib vie a jcrip; aui he that hath 
2 | favor, 
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ier Ia Hin gun galline g and buy one: now 
when"theWhotodearine! bf our Saviour incul- 
ar nothiw imcrelfrequently than meekneſs, 
patience, and ente of this world, is it 
not plain” late the meaning of the place is? 
namely, that he might wow diſmiſs his em- 
baſſadbrs ino more naked, defenceleſs, con- 
dition; he rdoes not only adviſe them to take 
3 for ſhoes or ferip, but even com- 
mands"thertt" to part with the very cloaths 
from" chef! bäück ; what ſo they might have the 
{*'incumBfandeanÞentanglement in the go- 
Mp" through >thhipnoffice and function. He 
cauritins Hemi gt Is true, to be furniſhed with 
4 ſword; yet nor ach a carnal one as rogues 
and: Bighwiyrten make uſe of for murder and 
blood{kitd; but with the ſword ofthe ſpirit, which 
e np ive heart, and ſearches out the 
nerig oft retirements of the ſoul, Topping off 
#1 06. PR Hd: corrupt affections, and leaving 
whit iv poſefiioh of our breaſt but piety, 
5641 and devstion this (I ſay) in my opinion 
#the moſt natural. interpretation. But ſee 
$6w-that divine mifünderſtands the place: by 
Rtvord C ſays he) is meant, defence againſt proſe - 
nw; B/ ſcłip o purſe, a ſufficient quantity 
vPprovifioly as if Chriſt had, by conſidering 
(berter of $3) Haliped his mind in reference to 
char mbar eg ufpage, which he had before ſent 
is diſeiptes , Land therefore came now to a 
recantatio ef What he had formerly inſti- 


"tote 35708 as H he had forgot what in time paſt 


WON 3 he: 
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he had told tem, BI 1 1 22 ka "ode rg 
Fevrle vor, and perVeth oe 475 7 65 N A 5 
evil again}? you for biy ake. * 2 bo ee bp vil, „ ot HE! 
for bleſedare the meet bi th T 2 Jf fle ad dit; ,wh 


forgot that he encoded wee mple bear to 
of ſparrows and liflies to cath augn eh the ſerſe in, 
morrow ; he gives them now anch Te fp of (aße. 


and charges them, rather than þ O We of Midia 
fevord, to ſeul ther garment, ! a2 bunte; a ff mes m 
the going cold and naked Were k more Bie beg word, te 

ble than the marching unarmed.” And 28 28 7 8 Bartho 
author thinks all means WHICH * rey | 5 ur 
the prevention or retaliation 2 here I 
implied under the name of fwafd, nt one, of | 
that of ſcrip, he would dae c thi to it ould 
be comprehended, which _ r the JA ty hereticks 
or conveniency of life requires 5 5 J convert 

T vs does this — Cord megtatof Far: WM ents ?.; 
the chara 


niſh out the diſciples with halbert32f56 Sail 
guns, for the enterprize of predc 70g Chrit and wrin] 
crucified ; he ſupplies them At- the ume time deal of dr 
with pockets, bags and rtmantegüs, that injunctior 
they might carxy their cupboards ab well as tons to * 
their bellies alw avs about them: he takes. the 2 an 
notice how our Saviour afterwards rebukes In latin, \ 
Peter for drawing that ſword whick he ad} Juſt a the, auc 
before ſv ſtrictly charged him to buy # mh 3r that deemed i it 
it was ever recorded that theprimtive ehiriftfans he at laſt 
did no ways withſtand their hearhen'perſets: 77 ſign; 
tors otherwiſe than with tears aha" pra 2 rayers; kerctick IT 
which they would have exchanged more & IN "Trance, : 
ſectually for ſoy * and bucklers, if ey. Had modox 0 
2:11 The kotght ked that 


* 


1 
828 


is te: 8 


e them out. 


/ 

5 Ft 0 * 1500 he of no mean cre- 
tit; 7 8 ji pb ao bis perſon I ſhall for- 
5 

8 

; 


Eh 
2 


bear to, name,, gommenting upon that 
verſe in the ph p iet. Habakkuk (1 ſaw tbe tents 
of Cuſt an 215 aun, and the curtains of the land 
off. Midian did tremble, }hecauſe tents were ſome- 
Wl times. made of, ſkins;..he pretended that the 
T vord, tents. did here, ſignify the ſkin of St. 
; Bartholomew, who. was ficad for a martvr. 
Ine, {elf was! latehy. at a divinity diſputation, 
(wh here I very aften, pay; my attendance,) where 
dre. of the eoppgnagts demanded a reaſon why 
it mould be thought more proper to ſilence all 
* hereticks . by. {word and faggot, rather thay 6 
„convert them b by.. moderate and ſober argu- "WR 
Events? a. certain) cynical old blade, who bore | 
de charadter .of a divine, legible in the frowns 
«6 Wy 2nd wrinkles 0 his face, not without a great 
deal of. 1 2591 anſwered, that it was the expreſs 
in unction of. St. Paul himſelf, in thoſe direc- 
tions to Titus, 4 A man that is an hercticl, after 
the firft and ſecond admonition, reject, ) quoting it 
in jatin, where-the word rec is devita, while 
al! the auditory; wondred at this citation, and 
deemed it ng way applicable to his purpoſe ; 
ls at laſt explained., himſelf, ſaying, that de- 
47 ſignihed. de vita tollendum hereti cum, a 
keretick muſt be ſlain. Some ſmiled at his ig- 
norancę, but others approved of it as an or- 
modox comment. And however ſome diſ- 
liked hat ſuch violence ſhould be done to ſo 
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150 EN nk of Foray! _ 
eaſy a text, le honda Sueden 
doctor went on if tridnyphi2/teproven . and: com 
he) more — ic all other 
old law : [Thou Shailt"o) fuſer eee we he; Ar 
now then every Male o Witchvis tobe I in thecas 
killed, but an "heretic is Mabefieas whith: in St. Luc 
the latin tranſlation is put for a witef, . reſurreſt 
c. All that were Pr eſent Wondred at. tie WM difciples 
ingenuity of the perſon;! and very devoutly WW lutation 
embraced his opinion, never dreaming that a Hort 
the law was reſtrained only to/magiciang,fai- franged 
cerers and enchanters: fer otkerwiſez:af:ithe Ml deliveres 
word Maleficus ſignified what; it mot n avuriily tiibute þ 
implies, every evil-doer, bc ogy ure God hin 
whoredom were to meet with the fame capital Aer, £4 
puniſhment as witchcraft... But Nhe banal zwauldin 
ſquander away my time in a tes tedious: prote- -referred: 
cution of this topick, which if droveion. tothe ſenſe, w. 
utmoſt would afford talk to gtermity ? Lam :paſlage « 
herein at no more than this; namely; char fnce + thern thn. 
thoſe grave doctors take ſuch aifwinginig range my ſelf 
and latitude, I, who am but a Imüttering w- -Pproots,2; 
vice in divinity, may have the larger allowance namely; 
for any ſlips or miſtakes. 7951452 bin Davic 
Now therefore J return to Ste Paul; io other: ad 
uſes the ex preſſions, [72 8 4 fault nr» | confefio 
applying it to himſelf ; and: \Folly gat 
Fecerue me] and [/ hat lacs. T 4 7 25 f T nan 
not after the Lord, but as it were feoli/hlp; and ini for their 
another place, [ Le are fools Hr e RS always b 
fee how theſe commendations ofi; Folly H Tor ag tl 
22 to the author of them, both hegt and ſulpothes 
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i MW factcdo1tÞhe G)yifperfan does yet enjoin 

VS and commane:the: ingugi fool, as a virtue of 
le all other maſtiequißtezand neceſſary: for, ſays 

be. Hay e exo in this world, let 

be Wl n become i fark thab he may be awiſe.] Thus 

in St. Lulce reeonds, bow our Saviour, after his 
e, reſurrection, joining himſelf with two of his 

tie WM diſciples travelling 40 Emmaus, at his firſt ſa- 

y latatiom he: calls, them fools, ſaying, [O fools, 

bat WY 2 Sor , brart u bclieve.] nor may this ſeem. 
dr. f#angeanicamparifpn to what is yet farther 

the delivered: by Sto Paul, who adventures to at- 

My WY tiibute: ſomethingaef/Folly even to the all- wiſe 
ol God himſelf N he voliſbneſs of God (ſays he) is 

tal der, than gun, in which text St. Origen 
b : would: not have the word fooliſhneſs any ways 
fe- referredo to men, or applicable to the ſame 

the enſe, wherein is:to be underſtood that other 

im paſlage ef St. Paul, ¶ The preaching of the croſs to 

ace *1h6n. that: flerrilts: fooliſioneſt.] but why do ] put 
ge my. ſelf tothe trouble of citing ſo many 

0-Mf -proots,2: finder this one may ſuffice for all, 

re - namely; that ini thoſe myſtical pſalms where- 

„in David repreſents the type of Chriſt, it is 

of .therg:acknBvledged: by our Saviour, in way of 
„ .confefiion;, that even he himſelf was guilty of 
2 5 Fol y Feth qu (ſays he) O God noc my foolijh- 

call Vt nar is it without ſome reaſon that fools 
king for their plainneſs and ſmcerity of heart have 
: a vays been moſt acceptable to God Almighty. 

ill For as the princes of this world have ſhrewdly 
in ſuſpocted, and carried a jealous eye over ſuch 
[y 1087 | | 


of 
* | 


; St 
5 wm 
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of their ſub ce Were 2h] Fele * . | 
and deepeſt ron, 7 r 19 Heron 0 
afraid of the Fas : tn iN 
thinking himſel 100 ehe 1 de 54 18 7 
leſs drinking Anthony 25 505 wif gels Nh 
truſted . and Das Goa aye 91 50 on an als, 


Fg 
willingly rid of Plato, whereas] the Can a [put mounte 
greater confidence in ſuch as Are Teſs Tobnliy wid as lit 


1 ther 10 
116666771 4 

ape o: 

ſhape ot? 


and contrivance. So our Saviour 5 in lte Ha 
ner diſlikes and condetnns the wiſe and Fro, 
as St. Paul does exprel ydeclare in theſe w 
God hath choſen the , , of” the a 10 5 1 ; 
ant! again, it pleaſed” e i fo 6 den inch 
the world; implying that vim, Ping? 2 
never have been ſaved. . Naz 


bs 

C22 79h, 1 By a el 
teſtiſies as much as e, ich + Pea y, the Mi OG? 
mouth of his prophet, will ae| 770 4 A 4070 N deb 


of the aviſe, and bring to, ought. th ? un arg 17 7 0 8 
of the learned. Again, our Vaviour.does' 2 0 | 0147 Bs 
return his Father thanks for that he? ha 77200 4 ok 85 
the myſteries of Jabvation From the wiſe, 45 75 kun Te | 


vealed them t9 babes, 7. e. to fools, ; for the origi 

nal word yyTios being eee 55 7 * weed 
if one fignify wiſe, the other muſt 6000 h. min a 
the ſame purpoſe did our Pleſſed. Lord rage n 10 I 
ly condgmn and upraid the {cribes, 1 Harmlees, ; ry 0 
and lawyers, while he carries himfelt k kind a 6 17 1 
obliging to the unlearned multitude: for what 1 ROI 
other can be the meaning of that tart den our 955 
ciation, Woe unto ou feribes and þ e 15 mor AL 
woe unto you wile men, whereas ft he en f 1910 0 
chiefly delighted with children, "women, © "and goc JT —_ 
Uliterate hſhermen. „ 


ut 4 
— 


* 


. 1 0 15 
ot ice, that among all 
Nen creatures he ſhews 
are fartheſt diſtant 
1 950 Mes Thus in his pro- 
1 0 10 WK, 0 to ride ſitting up- 
on an 15 0 ach 26 e , he might have 
on, with more of ſtate, 
Fi ſpirit choſe 
e lik 415 cleend fi eaven in the 
ſizpe o eſs 5 than that of 
a le, Ki 1105 or 5 0 r MQ ore lofty fowl. 
al a Ply ſcriptures there 
tre 15 1 1 eta 25975 and fimilitudes of the 
nh ino ent bye, my ures, ſuch as flags, hinds, 
bs "Nay, thoſe bleſſed fouls 
9 ; ay 15 judgment are to be placed 
it our 1880 78. ri e dane are called ſheep, 
which” are ie no ſenſleſs and ſtupid of all 
cautle, as. 1s, vie denced by Ariſtotle's Greek 
proverb, eee 1-+©-, a ſheepiſhneſs of 
tener, f. e. A dull, blockith, ſleepy, unmanly 
humour.“ Vet of 18 a flock Chriſt is not 
named to profeſs, himſelf the ſhepherd. Nay, 
ke would not only have all his proſelytes term- 
ed ſheep; P, but, even he himſelf would be called 
2 lamb; as when John the Baptiſt ſeeth ſeſus 
oning - bh 5 him, he faith, Behold the land of 
Grd; "which ame title is very often given to 
our Savivur f in fie apocalypſe. | 
Lt this amounts to no leſs than that all 
mortal cl are fools, even the righteous and 


ly oh as ell as ſinners; ; nay, in ſome ſenſe our 
Yom Bleſſed 


* | 
| 


154 PFra5003%s youre of BOLKE, 
Bleſſed Lor&himifelf; who: lthoup TH $1 


the æu¹aι¹,pͥ) 88 785 
firmities ofs fallen man, = 450 


meaſure A — — 
tcok our zatarm apen him, aud ies found iu faſhion 
as a man; o God mile Bini to bein fe 

ut, who kneew ub fry that awe might bi Moat the 
righteouſneſs 2 in lim. Nor would he 
heal thoſe br sour fins had made by amy 
other method than by the h). l erbþs; 
publiſhed by: Me: ee and unlentned 
apoſtles, to whom he frequently fecommend: 
the excellence of Follg, eautioning: chem 


againſt the inſectiouſneſs of wiſdom, by the 
ſeveral examples he ꝓropoſes them to imitate: 


fuch as children, lilles; ſparrowsy muſtard, And 


ſuch like beings, which are either wholly: in. 
animate, or at jeaſt dev bid. of reaſom und igel 
nuity, guided by nouier conduct than” chat of 
inſtinct, without care, trouble or contrivancx: 
To the fame intent the ditsiples were warnt 


by their lord and maſter, that When e 


be brought unto the ua ger, And units 


flrates and podbers, they ſhalł nale n aeg 


how, or achat thing they foould 
they Joould ay: 
to enqisire into the times and ſeaſons, ar de place 
any confidence in their o. Bit ut 8. 
depend wholly upon, divine aſſiſtuncec g © 

Ar the firit peopling of i!paridifertie' Al 
mighty had never laid ſo ſtrict a chatge on oh 


father Adam to refrain tom edi of THe Ih 
7 


faber; oN r 


they were again :ftrialy foxv1e5 


4 


Knows 
ed that t 
bane Off 
tat; Ano 
poiſonous 
nard inte 
whereon | 
been the. 
haps this 
ooght nat 
acceptabl 
in as mue 
fallures -o 
25 are Kng 
ly obtain 
comes to: 
te muſt 
and prete; 
o Numb. 
leproſiy © 
led; Le 
th au. per 
ſpared Sau 
in a tent 


ferts his, 


excalgs hi 
betd 1. hag 
ways; 
—4 beg 


nien 


lale aaa 
dhe <ery. 
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 ERASWD3S Fray PROLLY: 156 
of broledes es forewarn- 
el that the take n be the 
bane: ofall,happinefs. nStz Palik ſays expreſly, 
that: nov upferbruhbis elt it is fatal and 
poio nous n purſuance herunto St. Ber- 
nard interprets. that reag high mountain 
vhereon the devil had: erected his ſeat to have 
been the mountain oſ knowledge, And per- 
haps this may be another argument which 
ought nat to be omitted: namely, that Folly is 
xceptable, at Jeaſteaxcuſeabl, with the gods, 


in as much as theyeaGly paſs:by the heedleſs 


ſallures: of fools while the! miſcarriages of ſuch 


25 fre knowl to have more: wit ſhall very hard- 


ly obtaimA.upatdonipnay, when a wile man 
comes. to ſue ſor amacquitment from any guilt, 
be muſt {ſhroud himſelf under the patronage 
and pretext of Felly.!;: For thus in the twelfth 
o Numbers Aaton intreats Moſes to ſtay the 
profix ef ohiso ſiſter: Mariam, ſaying, alas, my 
bird; I, beſeech thee: lay not the ſin upon us, wvhere- 
ir au pave: den Foaltffly:;* Thus when David 
pared Saulꝰs life, hen he found him ſlee ping 
in a tent. of 1 not „ to ſtretch 
Saul 


Alaigep gc prayer, p pray thee 
take. away: the iniquiiy of thy ſervent, fer I have 
* . as if he could not have 

| hoped 


0 
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who, a _ 

his enemies, for pove 

ing no other plex their Dab char, Bart 

their ignorance; @nubg 8 

To the ſame effect St. Paul in his. fir 

to Timothy acknowledges he bnd been u bi 

phemer and a — aire); 1 

tain'd mercy, becauſ# I dtd of may fy 

lief. Now what is the 

[1 did it ignorantiy,] but — el mat dy 

was occaſioned from * 

from a deliberate malie Wa HgHifes fl 

obtained mercy.] but only chat IMA ot 

otherwiſe have obtained it, Had h iI a 

ignorance been my 7 to che ſam 

purpoſe is that other paſſa paſfage in aun 

Pſalmiſt, which I forgot — EF. 

per place, namely, Oh rener oN be Ki 1 

offences of my yours the word which — 

offences, is in Latin z — ern 

obſerve, the two things | by 

cuſe are, firſt, his Ane ar. = 

Folly, and want of _—— 

tendants : and ſeeondiy, Mis (cos 

preſſed in the plural naniberAor ad exhand 5 

ment and aggravation of his lines 
BuT that I may not w but chis ſubject 

too far, to draw now toward a concluſion, it is 

obſervab 
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8 
A 
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K* Were memoF plainneis and 


pete W inn with ſeculiar 
policy ar 1nd * 

„„ Fang Se there: are none more filly, - or 
Maren 8 end. — thoſe who are too 


tds bo 
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5 Kae of no perſons 


blies E { becauſe they will love, and 


4 good te 1 ein cnæmies, ag much as to the moſt 
8 54 py" : baniſh all pleaſure, 


2 — — of watching, 
ee, Ring ſortox / and reproach; they 
value not „het with St. Paul, wiſh to 


by diffoue dc = fiery trial of martyr- 
dom: in, a Nrd, they ſeem altogether fo deſ- 


titute * cone ſanſe, that their ſoul ſeems 
| trfono) E b already 
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nn vo 
bo * * i & . 


IJ * 


7 1 
- 
; 


158 i Ps 4 FA H oe KEITH LAN 
already ſepgrated from ad an 
body. l yt 5580 ef ſe ean 0 65 i jo 
to be than 7 Wy; madye | is Lind 
ſtrange therefore a the eaſy bs P tecoltth 
apoſtles ſhould | be:; Fhou ht a Ard ich ne 
wine; or that St. 5010 925 cenſur by Fel | 
to have been beſide F 

AnD ſince I have had the confiderice't to g 


goal, ANC 
lood, the 
APE 


thus far, I ſhall venture yet a little” forwartle acts 
and be ſo bald as to ſay thus much More: Br bo 
that final happineſs, which chriſtians, Fo Arch mes per 
40 many rubs and briars. of difficulties; oy Ws <xtal 
for, is at laſt no better than A fort of 190 ln a rapty 
madneſs. This no queſtion wilt be india l ng 94 
extravagantly ſpoke; but Conſider 4 0 hile, ut jc at 
deliberately ſtate the caſe, VC ads 
FIRST then, the chr iſtians 10 3 wit 1 55 mo 
the Platoniſts, as to believe that the ody is Is ody,. 
better than a priſon or durigeon for the co} birt the: 
finement of the foul. Mo therefore hs ace, Iv. 
* 
its 415 
An 1. befe 
rid oat 
_ range after, nor, w 0 ap 90! He this 
ire 
_ — ate er -P aa pl Weg 12 
FakTRHER, Plato defines 0 ow | 199 94 Fe 
meditation of death, 7 e the one, 9; mapk 
the ſame office with the other, fam : Þ el 15 
draws the mind from all 1 14 05 = 4 
rate, a 


abjcas ; therefore while the foul 
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* A {3} 
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ers of the 


aste = 8 El 1 0 55 and edit 


h Stk ed of a good 
5 10 1 5 1 en the fou 
016 an 22 PD 


de to break 
Br fleſh and 
ood, then a man 1 fared it leaſt for being 
0 40 ane crack: biin d "nay, if there be 
defect in the. external organs it is then 
ng 4 0 madnefs, And yet many 
times pen ons thus Feed alt have prophe- 
ck extaſies.of : 
Wan tyre t 


1 
919 1 0 


languages they never before 


rned., and fee; things actuated by 
19 1 et extraordinary: and all 


this, no doubt, is onl the effect of the ſoul's 
WE a releaſed,” d from it's engagment to 
e it 105 with leſs impediment 
pe 115 e Bf tit fe and motion. From 
hence, ng. CyRion- as ſprung an obſervation 
101 ſ like: abu, Fon rmed now into a ſettled 
5 85 7a / 1776, long experienced ſorils in the 
171 Wl 775 therr- r Aſodgirg, arrive to the height -- 
bf. #0 4 
15 25 i 10 Ta ile from an intemperance 
try 10 181955 too high a ſtrain of devotion, 
1720 c — a foinewhat differing ſort, yet it 


69 BF prone farmer, that a a great part 


= 


i ſt as a meer madneſs ; 
ee bj wh 80 175 e of that ſuperſtitious 
tes 1 zatical and ſingular, as to 
Ap arate, and 1 as it were from all the 


We bet de!“ Sh they ſeem to have expe- 
HY 2 rienced 


(eie! lingt thing sto come, ſhall. 
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160 FragutPs tant of Forurd 

rienced what!:Platordileams 1o:havehappencd: 
between ſome, dyho, bncloſeſl ima das avez 
did only ruminate mn the ideas and abftrated: 
ſpeculations of entitirꝭ and mig other of their! 
company, u ho ihad:gor abroad! into the open 
light, and at his return tells them wWhatz blind 
miſtake they had lain:unden; that. he had ſeen 
the ſubſtance of what their dotage: of ĩmagina- 
tion reach'd only in ſhadow ; that therefore: 
he could not but pity and condole their deluds: 
ing dreams, while they om che others fide no 
leis bewail his phrenſy, andn turn him ut oft 
their ſcciety for a lunitick and madman,” :6& 
Tuvs the vulgar are: ucholly take up with: 
thoſe objects that are moſt ſamiſiar to heim 
ſenſes, beyond which they are apt to think 
all is but fairy-land; while: thoſe thut arg de- 
voutly religious ſcorn to fet-their:thoaght or: 
affections on any things below, hut mount 
their ſoul to the purſuit of 1hcor and in. 


. vinſible beings : the former, in their mmarihal}-' 
ing the requiſites of happineſsnplice . riches: 


in the front, the endowments of tlie body in 
the next rank, and leave the accomplifhments f 


of the ſoul to bring up the rear may, ſome 


will ſcarce believe there is anyifuchorhing4@1 
all as the foul, becauſe they cannot lnerally'! 
ſee a reaſon of their faith; while:the otheripay:! 
their firſt fruits of ſervice to that moſt fimple' 
and incomprehenſive Being, | God;::1emphay'! 
themſelves next in providing for-the happanets!: 
of that which comes neareſt to GR 
" ta 


! 
fupt bol 


the dirtia 


time ſon 
become 
wich rege 
what St. 
wives, (0 
bujingy an 
106. 5 1 

-T 8ER1 
ſons man 
As firit, 
mutual r. 
more gro: 
ones, of 
taſtingaa u 
and leſs: a 
memory, 
now the r 
expediate 
inclined. — 
ploying a 
ſing aftef. | 
from ſenſe 
managem 
the other 
their bufir 
not time t 
future ete1 
meditation 
tudy dran 
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| N 
a = foul; eise lner at alk minda Hof their c- 
eM mpt bodlily carcaſſes, -and, ſtighting agney as i 
d: the dirt and rubbifibof the world; or if at any i | | 
15 OT them to 8 
become intang led in ſecular affairs, they do it 48 
& WM with regret, and a kind of ill will, obſerving lf. 
WM what St. Paws adviſes his Corinthians, having [| 
2 <crves, and yet; being as: though they had none; 47 
e lying, and yet irmaning ar though they had poſſeſſed 1 
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o Tag are between theſe two ſorts of per- 
oft bons many differences in ſeveral other reſpects. ö 
As ſirſt, though all the ſenſes have the ſame j 
hl mutual; relation to the body, yet ſome are 


will more :grofs:thanrothers:;; as thoſe five corporeal 1 
koi ones,': of: touching, hearing, ſmelling ſeeing, 1 
-  t:hing;cwhereas ſome again are more refined, 1 
25 and leſs adulterated with matter, ſuch are the "Fi 
nt memory, the , underſtanding, and the wilt: 1 
1 ow the mind will: be always moſt ready and 'W 
1 cxpediate at that to which it is naturally moſt 1 [ 
es." inclined. Hence is it; that a pious ſoul, im- 
n poving albits power and abilities in the preſ- 1 


„c fn; aftef ſuch things, as are fartheſt removed 
e from ſenſe, is perfectiy ſtupid and brutiſh in the 
wa management of any worldly affairs; while on 
e other ſide, the vulgar are fo intent upon 
* their; bufinefs/andiemployment, that they have 
rot time to beſtou (one poor thought upon a 
* future eternity. From ſuch ardour of divine 
meditation wasi4t that St. Bernard in his 
i £udy drank off nflead of wine, and yet his 
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thoughts were ſoitzk@ wp thathb never ob 

on the — N iS wing outwa 

FAR THER, amen Pag ons of ithe foul more 
ſome have a reater ommfüficaten with:thelff :ifafiing 

body than ot aa Hyves the defive of: meat. from- 

and fleep, anger, pride and envy with-theld] meat, 


the pious man is in Eontinudl Waf, and recon 
cileable enmity, while the vulpar ehenth:pnd 


ſoment them, as the 'beſteemfort&6f life. pride: 
THERE are other ifeRion3of Hide na che in 
ture, common and inhate te ce mam; fuck ter 
are love to one's couritfy, duty 1 5:pall:© 
to children, kindneſs s fend and ſuth lie Buche 


to theſe the vulgar pay ſome feſpect, but. th monie 
religious endeavour tꝭ ſupplant and etadica theſe 
from their foul, except they/Eartaile and ſubi bare 
limate them to the moſt Efe pitch bf uit with 4 
ſo as to love or honour their parents not bare . Hood: 
under that character, (ford what did ithey d corhir 
more than generate a badyc Hag, den jo quiſhi 
that we are primarily behölden te God; th they 
firſt parent of all mankind Hut us good mei unites 
only, upon whom is imprimted the lively image Tu 


of that divine nature, Which they efteem xs th 
chief and only good,''beyatd- whom nothing 
deſerves/to be beloved, nothinip\defirads:!: | 

By the ſame rule they riiedſareall-theothe 


offices or duties of life; Eh Gf witids; what: 


ever is earthly and corporea},Mally if ndtio hol 
ly rejected, yet at leaſt he put behind wh: 
faith makes the ſulſlance of thiug net fern Th 
in the ſacraments, and alÞ.6thet ktsicof re 

| Iigion 
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weld 7 


united ff. ep each other, then all to Chriſt. 


„ man, without any regard to the baſer mate- 
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„gion cht yamahę ga, difference between the 
| — na, wel _—_ of them, and the 
e izit. As to inſtance, in 
ifaſting, e ship it nz ineffectual to abſtain 
from feſfob an; dahar,themſelves of a meals 
meat. hM, vet Uthe vulgar underſtand 
by hid duntz,uleſs they like wiſe reſtrain their 
palſtont, ſuhdue theirlanger, and mortify their 
pride Hat the ſoulſbęing thus diſingaged from 
the intanglement f the body, may have a bet- 
ter. reliſh zſpiritual Objects, and take an ante- 
„ paſſ of heaven, Ihus (ſay they) in the holy 
„ BEuthariſt, though the outward form and cere- 
mon ies aręnõνιννννplly to be deſpiſed, yet are 
„ theſe prejudicial, at leaſt unprofitable, if as 
«.ibare; 1 — vn they are not accompanied 
5 with the, thing Ggnified, which 1s the body and 
7 Hoed of Ghriſt, whoſe death, till his ſecond 
coming, e arg hereby to repreſent by the van- 
i quiſhing:and+4batying our vile affections, that 
| they) may»Afſg-to a newneſs of life, and be 
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deut T'41668: ate che actions and meditations of 
1: the;traly pigus perſon; while the vulgar place 
lll their religion in crowding up cloſe to the 
altar, in liſtning to the words of the prieſt and 
n incheing very gircumſpect at the obſervance of 

1: eachitflingicgzemony. Nor is it in ſuch caſes 
o,only; as. we. have here given for inſtances, but 
through his whole courſe of life, that the pious 
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zials of the body, ſpends himſelf * 4 
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fixed l. eig pon (aol: deviiblen and boals he 
eternal, objects: cinzat 2d 18043 1 only thz 

Now ſince * t eſe 'perlons ns f OG; ang, 190 prevater 
at ſo wide a dill ance between themſelyey; its up-the | 
cuſtomary for. tf to, thin Mach; other; cabſev} 


mad: and were 150 2] e wk being m 
of the two the 15 Be- better x 


long, I ſhould, 1 confeſ: ES 88 1 e and fte 
religious; of 955 bag lene S. Jh ares 98: adrewnet 
may be farther Bj 115 A. proceed. d 355 ae who 
monſtrate what I Former rly.hjn 50 m_ boy uns d 
that that ultimate happu 17 tät a8 
propoſes is no other tanie — ort;of b rp focls Ton 


FirsT therefore, Fg gam lament, Ml nibotent 
of this nature when he E h . fia 
neſs of lovers was of: all © he 3 [1 likenefs: 
> ig1,@nGe: then On! 
rhroughly ſmitten with this pee line n, neral ret 
longer within himſelf, but bas, removed his bodies 
foul to the ſame place where he has ſercled his. yet bees 
affections, and loſes himſelf to find, the. ohject „ natitati 
he ſo much doats upon : this frraying . the joys 
and wandring of a ſoul from its w- manſion, there” ig 
what is it better than a plain al. gf mad- mat : plea 
neſs ? what elſe can be; the meaning of, thoſe -: hereare: 
proverbial phraſes, zo EH nfxd Ag he jag een mak: pit 
himſelf; ad te redi, recoyer youi chat fute 
redllitus ef, he is come again to bwl 72 refs,” het 
<cordingly as love is more hot and eager, %% worldly" 
3s the madneſs thence enſuing more incurable, ect or to 
and yet more happy. Now What ſhall, be thas,. prececten 
future happineſs of gloriſied ſaints, which pious of riß 
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NE eres for, but 


only that the ſpirit, -potent, and 
prevaten Uriel as, 5 1575 e and ſwallow 


up the by 96 S Bos eaſily, be- 

dat hte erke "members, by 
beinz ee ke 151 ein, were the 
better prè har ec fbr fepatating change: 
and batte he PO F ir Ee ſhal] be loſt, and 
drbwied'ifr the 20 "af" beatifick viſion, ſo as 
thewhole- —_ Then perfectly beyond 


all its 112 875 > and 5878000 otherwiſe happy 
than 4 tra e jth extal y and wonder, it 
e jedkaBJeinfluence from that om- 
eee, Rich makes all things com- 
pleatty"bieſſ : þy al a Manfatio them to its own 
liken 8. NG although this happineſs be 

then only al _— when ſouls at the ge- 
nefal refurre&ion 121l be reunited to their 
bodkes, Ad Bath? ſeathed with immortality : 
yet  bee#tfe a feli ons life is but a continued 
meditation upon, and as it were a tranſcript of 
the joys &f Maven, therefore to ſuch perſons . 
hefe is How ed? ſome reliſh and foretaſte of 
tat Fe which i is to be their reward 
bercafterte And although this indeed be buta . 
ſmall 'pittance" of fatisfaction, compared with 
that futore Repo fountain of bleſſed- 
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is what the apoſtle gives an cloquentdeſctipth. 
on of, Where her ſays by way iff lencourage. 
ment, that qe vath net fears ran gern dad nor 
bath it ente goto tn bears of mau ko conceive 


thoſe things. ge hath; prepared: far them 
that hve BI: This likewae! 15; that better 


part which Mary choſe, which ſhall not be ta- 
ken from her, hut perfected and compleated.by 
her mortal. putting on im mortality. D H 
No thoſe who: ute the dg affected. 
(though few there = * _— W 
ſtrange alteratiqn, which very. nearly appfoaches 
to madrics' hey f ek Mad es t an 
abrupt and incohexent rate, s Ifitheh were 
tuated by ſome poſſeſſing Don: they: anake 
an inarticulate noiſe, without; any diſtingniſh- 
able ſenſe or meaning; thay ſometimes rea 
and diſtort their faces to upon; gend jantick 
looks; at one time. deyondt n cf, 


then as immoderately, ſylleny now. fpobing, » 


then laughing, and ſoon aftexi ſighing, ag if 
they were perfectly diſtracted, and out of their 
ſenſes. If they have any ſoger ñutęruals of 
coming to themſelves again, like St/ nul chey 
then confefs, that they. were ut up, they Ae 
not where, auhether in the. bee, ar. eat of Ab He, 
they cannot tell; as if they had. been in a dead 
ſleep or trance, they remember, nothing 


what they have heard, ſcen, ſaid, vr dane: 
this they only know, that their, gaſt deluſion 
was a moſt deſirable happineſs ; that thene- 
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ft it, nor Wil foß any g Heater j. joy an the 


quick return of it aud more durabie abode for 


evef. his {56 Thave'ſaid} che foretatte | 


or antiviparion of future bleſſedneſa. 


Bor ldoubril have forgot my ſelf, and have 


already tranſpreſs'> the bounds f modeſty, 
However, if I-have ſaid any thing too confi- 
dently or impertinently; be pleaſed to conſider 
that it was poke by Folly, and that under the 
perſan of a woman ; yet at the ſame time re- 
meinber che applicableneſs of that Greek 
Rue 1 031916 {Ot 516 919% 


ay” fr « oft ha HR truth : | 


Unleſ you Will be ſo Witty as to object that 


gy for me, becauſe the 
word Aynp ſignißes a man, not a woman, and 


conſequoritly-" my ſex debars me from the 


benefit of that obſervation. 

= | peteelve now, that, for a concluding treat, 
you expect a formal Hour and the ſum- 
ming up of All in A bist recitation; but I will 
aſſure yo you 


ſpeech I ſhould be able to recollect any thing I 
have delivered. Beſide, as it is an old proverb, 


Mead geber UTIANCIS 1 hate a pot-com- 


fanton abith u good memory ; ſo indeed I may 
as truly fay, Mics pid 555 er Ei Hate a 
bearer that avill-carry any thing away with him. 


Wherefore in ſhort farewel, be Jolly, live long, 
drink deep, ve moſt i mn votaries of folly. 
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are grolly miſtaken if you ſup- 
poſe that aftef ſueh a hodge-podge medley of 
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But if you chance to term lh fool au clown, 
Straigbi ſatiaſuſtion cries, aud then with red with 4 
The —_ the place, and 1 Angel i decreed. _—_— 
' Prodigious fans, Ill fear, which c —_— yy 
To be call Abet their happineſs to be : 5 5 
Blgſ Idests | 
That in an humble ſphere ſecurely MOU, ] . 


And there the ſeveets of a ſafe dulneſs prove, 
| Nor envoy the proud heights of thaſs wha. auge 
| Folly, fare friend of a ——— alt, | 

Aﬀords a kind excuſe for dbin ; 

Aud Socrates, that prudent, rel hood, 
Had the gods Bd int avout hav havie ree'd a fool 
| Methinks our dun bus, Moen: WT Ju 
' The graces of ty tft lee, . Bo,” 
Vibe, (if Niete en hut, 
And fouls do _ erpetherr : 

In his next life, be on 
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As in his youth his tartful gramm taught. 4) 
And noæu ( dtur fm relle ta thy brow 1 . r 
Pay all theſe Iwrelt which ve fuſfiqy , 2 
For thou freſh honaus in de v deft bring, | * 
Aud to the theme: nor ſeems that pleafing thing, card 


' Which hes evell in Latin has expreſs d, 
Leſs comical in Engliſh parments * 3 

: Thy ſentencès are all /o clearly wrought. 
Ad ſo exattly plaCc'd is every thought, 
That, which is more oblig d, we ſcarce can ſee 
De ſulject by thine author, or himſelf. by thee. 


N 


_— N 
* 7 2 
0 K * * * 


. wy oF KEY 

. * e * FF WKWs ; 14 

4 „ ee ae ee ee $17 N 2 4 

4, , NY [A N * e 4% TY e of VOOR. 
W. © a0 A . oo 5 sf 


s - Ste 1123 1 | | 
. N 9 „ œů * , 


* * 
- 
4 "OE x if © 6 
% . 7 LEES ES 4 >» - 4 " ” 
” , _ P : [ : - 4 ; 
f * 4 6 „ 44144 * F * 


5 


. ok ag 
2 


1 
7 
* 
. [ 
a. . 
be, : 55 
* 


£20 +4 A FRY 17 
b f - ; I 


4 # > 4 As 9 
43% 2 "if; La 4533 YL 
* 4 
3 a. * ff? 
3 5 & > * — 


- 
£8, 
9 z 
— 
5 
4 1. 


1 


— 


833 Þ * — 
e . 
—— —— — — — OOO lO OOO IN 


* «EY » 


—_ 


* I k Ne \ 
14 i e' Fp- +415, 
l eebyphere ores 
Lad 0 iss 
4" * 4 
' 


N 


m = 


—UU—U—U —— ——— — —f—ö4ä— 2 


— — nt woe — > — EY; 


? 


2 AS „* 
n roy 
N 4 . q */ 7 


? 


-. 
. L 8 
n K 


_ 


RH ag —— 


—- Is. 


N 


- CO 
e, h, 
S — 


2722 


> 


— 


* : DES 8 — 
a * * 5 
=__— I: . 


* 
= 


* 


Rn T 
£54 © $$. LE IN 
ht SCA 1 

ls x LAT, 


2 


WY 
a 2 * * 
2 ** 5 


P 
— — — 8 — — 


